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On one 
river bank, 
MPs snarl 
farewell; 
on the 
other, a 
gentler 
beast is 
circling ... 


Early visitors get a bite- 
sized preview of the new 
London Aquarium at 
County Hall, which opens 
on March 28, while on the 
opposite side of the 
Thames, sharp-toothed 
predators of another kind 
were savaging the Prime 
Minister in the Commons 
Photograph: John Voos 




Anthony Bevins and ■ ' 
Christian Wolmari 1 

The lastPrittie Monster's qnes- 

ithfr tftri p r)fth ^P»ri^nTrnr^T7ri- 

edin deep ami angrybitfecoess 
yesterday as JohnNtajbr.Torty - 
Blair arid Paddy Asbdown trad/ 
tid poisonous personal insults 
m’ertfaecash-far-qaestions.m- 
qtiiiy. - \ ' ' ' / • r 
With the’ Prime Minister 
- Wockingariy further; investigar. 

. tinn into the main siea 2 e aDe- 
.. garions against Tory MPsunifl 
,Wt after the election, the Labonr 
leader accused him of Icavmg 
a stain on Parliament- / • 

- Air Major replied that his op- 
ponents were engaged in. a - 
political stiinrta tfiw^attentiori - 
from Wednesday's unemptoj*/ 
’ meat figures whjch fcB to a six/, 
year low.- ■•/.-•- 

But he then concluded theex- 
changeswilh Me Blair bjr run- 
ning through a breathtaking fist - 
-of 'Labour double-standards 
: that delighted the Conservative _ 
benches, and enraged the' Op-' 
posilion. . •’ 

Earlier, Michael Heseltme set. 
the, tone for the' day, teffing BBC '• 
Radio 4'i Today programme" 


poisonous goodbye 


;ft0f jgpey cdk^jBQ-;- y r ^further 20 per cert tt 


win, voters believe 



, JJ&spae^ $o0jjpnc. 27"-: : : chance". : : 

-tKwtfteadfrtL^ ; _£abourV lead hvour pofl 
firrfs fiTestTwo-fftirds ef voters ^vba& iricroased by two per- 
- 6©per cert -saythfrTbriBB-: ; cottage points sines last 
can st2 win , ; ; r-j . -^week and by six pokrtssince 

While orty" T£ per cenl vtte taundr of our election 
< tttf* trie eftc8c«fe?c»rfainly;/^^ series two weeks 

tarate-^per 'cert-'~sayf/;'' ; Labour,now has an aver- 
aretavoiirttes:. ; age 24-point' Jead in the six 


that Labour dkf not “grve a tos^* 
about the cash-for-questions 
ssue. . . 

In aTater SyAWsinterview, 
the DttJiityftime Minister ap- 
peared ip Gbel Mr Blair by say- 
ing, wrongly, that b e wasunder 
investigation by Sir Gordon 
Downey, the Parliamentary 
Commissioxierfea: Standards. 

: Atdiebeaztofibematterwas 


JotmLfchfieW; 

Paris- -jL" •:•• • ■• v - 

in the piiDess Fraw^-Atnerican 
war which rages (acco^tting.ip. 
some^for cultural domination 
of the globe, one side fa ay be ■ 
about to, scene an imionaiff:' 

vjctory^But whlctijsid adL "S.'~ 

McDonalds, .jynoiwnrtts 
with 'Amenean culture' bn sn 
condrierits, wiDroday lamichj'. 
new. hUrgjer V; far the Ffcna® .■ 

fioaffceChritt.the Firindij^t^ 

onhfc’BeUayiiig.dw Amefcaa 
heritage of ketchup and t^ayr 
phnaise-irapregnaled sweet- 
ness, the : new burger - the 
MdJdrixe- wilbebased an*e 
prindfdes.of Frendi cuisine^- 
Jt wiH.Ihave a steak hacne 
(hamburger) at the centre, tnH 
iiwfll ateobhvea *=delicate ,, .oia 
musfard'And pepper sauce, 3. 

slice of ^eddar cheese, fresh 
cmranarida whole lettuce leaf. 
Theramt^ ro reyitafe eskyw - 

FrarK«by appealr 

dnitjwuferenoss 
vWhcofflipKcaK- 

ynyw w new resfcirixants hi 
. year,’, brmgmg its • 
tunStoiriosE iban the sales 


have falteiL The.McDeluxe will 
sell for just over .£2, only a 
b’nle more than a Big Mac. 
/The -title is already used by 
- McDonalds mother countries, 
bat the French reapc isexclu- 
.^ive to France. v.- 

; its launch today may pr^P - 
italea Franco -Belgian-An»sn- 
can brnger tastewar. Quid^the 


second in theJEwnidi marto^to 
McDonalds, .wHb respond, pn. 
Monday with a ■ new "ham 


Mark. Vblkms+anansrtyst of- 
: d^Fretjchiiotel and rcstaui^m- 
market, says. McDonalds has 
born affected try: the general 
skw-ffewnjn the French econ- 

xmiy.. Beyond that,, he tddXe 

Aforide, there s« worid-wde 
^prherionemoix of "boredom” 
wth. fast food, which can dnly 
be partly answered l^juggiing 


.. WUii utn i 

gfflpjg to hawe-do something 
ai^tfeamx>s^jete. C2uldien 
go mofliy amwetKe- 11 :. 

i i In. theTJSy MdDoialS has 


* whether the Commons Stan- 
dards and Privileges Committee 
should be given the time to con- 
■ sider Sir Gordon’s report, ex- 
pected. by next Tlxesday, into 
allegations levelled against 10 
Conservative'Mft. 

Tbday's prorogation kills all 
farther action Until after the 
election, and Mr Blair yesterday 
: offered Mr Major two ways of 


QUICKLY 


Glilf troops daim 

New evidence has emerged that 
British troops in the Golf were 
exposed agamst their will to vac- 
. dnatiooswhfch were unlicensed 
-and untested- The claims will 
compound the scandal over the 
dangerous use of organ ophos- 
phate pesticides in the Gulf! 

F^e 4 

Cloning ban call 

Cloning of human beings 
^ouldbe clearly outlawed by 
■the next Parliame nt, according 
th an all-party Select Commit- 
tee report rushed out ahead of 
thcx elecdon campaign , Page 5 

Mesdmerat 
Palestinian demonstrators 
; hudedTod5S at Israeli troops in 
Bethlehem and Jewish settlers 
■moved into a Palestinian district 
i in East Jerusalem yesterday, fur- 
ther damag in g prospects for a 
peace agreement to -end the 
AraWsraeli conflict. Page 11 

Moscow hotline 
'Rivalry with France led Britain 
to prcs&fora special hotline to 
Moscow in 1966, previously 
classified files show. Page 13 


mam po^ compared with 18 
points before whining file 
WlrraJ South by-election 
three weeks ago. 

TTwIhttependenl/HarrisPoir 

Labour. 56% 

Con : 29% 

Lfo Dan 10% 

Others.. 5% 

M Harris Research interviewed 
1,016 adults face-to-face in 
their homes between 14 and 
17 March 


keeping the investigation alive; 
a postponement of prorogation, 
or a short Bill giving the 
committee power to cany on 
meeting. 

The offer was rejected out of 
hand by the Prime Minister, 
who feared that if the report was 
delivered to the committee, it 
would be leaked “in a prejudi- 
cial way”, against the interests 


^ ■ 4 * 


THE 

INDEPENDENT 

HARRIS 

POLL 


of the House and of natural 
justice. 

With the support of some 
Tbry members of the commit- 
tee. the Prime Minister also said 
it was ‘“improbable in the ex- 
treme” that there would be 
enough time to complete an in- 
vestigation before Parliament 
was finally dissolved on S April. 

That was not Labour's view, 


and even Jan Duncan Smith, a 
loyalist Conservative member of 
die committee, said only that it 
was “unlikely’' they would have 
enough time. 

The Lahour leader said Mr 
Major had made an unequivocal 
promise last October, to do all 
he could to have the investiga- 
tion findings published. With 
Labour MPs bawling, “Sleaze, 
sleaze” at the Tory benches, Mr 
Blair said: “Has this Parliament 
not ended as it began, by a gov- 
ernment breaking its word? 

“If you fail to have this report 
published — it will leave a slain 
on the character of your Gov- 
ernment that will only be erased 
by a new government with a 
fresh mandate that will restore 
confidence in our public life for 
good” Mr Major shouted back: 
“The stain, if stain there will be. 
is on a Labour fronlbench that 
have smeared and smeared and 
smeared again. You have trad- 
ed in double standards from the 
moment you took up office.” 

He then added a clearly- 
rehearsed litany of counter- 
accusations - “This is the 
Labour leader who sells policy 
to the trade unions for cash, who 


refuses to comply with the code 
of practice on party funding, 
who calls for party openness but 
won’t publish the secret fends 
of your own office, who attacks 
share options but takes money 
from millionaires for your ow.n 
party, and attacks businessmen 
and asks them to fend tilings for 
you. who flew Concorde and 
failed to declare it, who has a 
Deputy Leader who spends a 
weekend at a five-star hotel and 
doesn't declare it, and who flies 
to the other side of the world 
to do newspaper deals and nev- 
er admits to them. If there’s anv 


double standards they sit there, 
on the Opposition benches. " 

Joining the fray. Mr Ashdown 
asked the Prime Minister ‘ Are 
you now to be the only person 
who will use a technicality to 
stand in the way of truth?” 

Mr Major replied coldly: 
“You end as pious arid 
pompous as you have been 
throughout this Parliament.” 

Earlier, the Standards and 
Privileges Committee issued 
an interim report, which had 
been the source of great ex- 
pectation - but proved to be a 
damp squib. 


Election countdown, pages 6, 7, 8 
Leading article, letters, page 17 
Donald Macintyre, page 19 


Finns cater for a 
historic summit 


f^ssjbflindmdual oatkls 


seems, howwe^ to have ^ 
sotfsed Tre^blt culrtral' 
cnees other tha n erd m aryopes: 



PM Reeves 

Helsinki 

Bill Clinton's handlers could 
scarcely have banded a greater 
gift to the scoffing wags of late- 
night American television com- 
edy. The President, a notorious 
foodie, touched down in Helsin- 
ki only to be offloaded into an 
airline catering truck. He came 
to make history, but arrived like 
a consignment of frozen chick- 
en wingS- 

■ “This roust be the most 
bizarre arrival of any foreign 
politician on Finnish soil ihm we 
nave ever witnessed,” said Ra- 
dio Finland’s commentator. 
“He has now left the catering 
wagon ... and is being slowly 
wheeled down the red carpet 
and is shakinghands with mem- 
bers of the Furnish govern- 
ment”. You would have thought 
someone would at least have 
pinned a US flag across the tell- 
tale FinnAir catering logo. 

The band was cancelled, be- 
cause Bill might have had to 
stand, a feat beyond biro, 
though be had been^ working out 
in mid-air on parallel bars. Air 
Force One has its own gym. 



Takeaway: Clinton gets a 
nft from a catering truck 

A hour or two later, Boris 
Yeltsin swept in, in his brand- 
new plane, walked out onto the 
snow-dusted tarmac, and 
launched into a speech as if he 
had never heard of the words 
“coronary 1 ” or “cardiac”. 

Round one of the PR war to 
the Russians. It was more than 
a matter of Mr Clinton’s fum- 
bled entry. The Kremlin, which 
has the weaker hand going into 
the summit, has mounted a 


super-slick press operation in 
Helsinki. Llsually cagey top of- 
ficials have been drafted in to 
talk about immigration, free- 
dom of information, relations 
with the West and crime. 

Geverly, the Russians have 
set up camp in the same bupd- 
ing as the world's television 
companies; the President's 
spokesman. Sergei Yastrzhem- 
bsky, only has to walk out of his 
door and he is surrounded by 
lenses. Outclassed. US officials 

- for years the masters of spin 

- have been left scrambling to 
catch up. 

Nor is it only a two-way con- 
test The Finns have seized on 
the summit to promote the 
SOth anniversary' of their inde- 
pendence from Russia. Non- 
aligned though they are, this is 
not entirely friendly turf for Mr 
Yeltsin. 

Remarkably, Finland has the 
only Latin news radio service on 
the planet. As Mr Yeltsin and 
Mr Clinton sit down today, the 
following words will drift across 
the airwaves; “Praesidenres Bill 
Clinton ei Boris Jeltsin in 
Finnia convenient 

Leaders talk, page 12 
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Water company offers £10 
as goodwill after bug scare 


Households forced lo boil their lap water for 16 days following a 
contamination scare are to receive just £10 each as a “goodwill 
payment". 

Nearly a million people, in Hertfordshire and north-west 
London.’ uifl he given £3m in compensation by the French-owned 
Three Valleys Water. The boil-water notice was issued as a 
precautionary measure after low-levels of Cryptosporidium, a 
microscopic parasite causing severe diarrhoea, were located in 
water samples. 

Sharon Dee. senior researcher at the Consumers' Association, 
said the £10 payment was “plainly ludicrous". But a spokesman for 
Three Valievs said it believed chat their customers would be happy 
with the payment and encouraged them to write to the company's 
insurance department if they had a further claim. Nicole Veash 


Bootleggers cheat taxman of £20m 


A “highly organised" gang of bootleggers cheated the taxman out 
of more than £2ftm in Excise duty in just a few months, a court 
heard yesterday. 

After spiriting “massive quantities" of alcoholic drinks out of 
bonded warehouses, on the understanding that die loads were 
destined for the Continent, the gang re-routed the drinks to 
warehouses and cash-and-carries across Britain, using bargain- 
basement prices to flood Che market, it was claimed. 

Kuhvani Hare. 41. and his 48-year-old brother Sohan. Tofail 
Ahmed, 52. Alex Windsor. 43. Sunil Gopaian, 32. and Anthony 
Mills. 48. all from the London and Essex areas, deny one count of 
conspiracy to cheat the public revenue between January and 
August 1995 and one alleging conspiracy lo defraud. In addition, 
Ahmed has pleaded not guilty to three counts of fraudulent 
evasion of Juiv. 


Inquiry into man’s death in custody 


An inquiry has been launched after u 22-year-old man was found 
dead in a police cell, it was disclosed yesterday. 

The body of Craig Vose was found at Pilgrim Street police 
station in Newcastle upon Tyne on Wednesday after he was 
arrested for alleged shoplifting in the city -centre on Tuesday. 

Further tests are being conducted to find the cause of death. Mr 
Vose lived in a single men's hostel in the city but he was originally 
from Aberdeen, said a police spokesman, who added that the case 
had been routinely referred, voluntarily, to the Police Complaints 
Authorin’. 


Children’s refuge may close 



A unique refuge for abused children 
could close in IU days following the 
Government's decision to withdraw 
lifeline funding, leaving hundreds of 
needy children homeless. 

The shelter, located at a secret 
address in London, is one of only four 
similar “safe houses” in the country, 
and provides emergency 
accommodation for runaways under 16. 
The Department of Health, which has 
refused to continue paving £lUO.OOO-a- 
year to fund the project, say local 
’authorities should foot the bilL 

Esther Rantzen, left, chair of 
Childline, said: -If desperate young 
people call us ... we refer them to this 
refuge. The West murders arc still 
fresh in our minds." Nicole Veash 


Diver wins £266,000 damages 



A diver was awarded £266.000 damages at the High Court 
yesterday for an accident which ended his career as an offshore 
worker in the North Sea. Philip Zammitt. 39, from Southampton, 
was left dangling helplessly in 85 metres of water for 40 minutes 
3ftcr developing cramp during a six-hour dive. Mr Justice Garland 
ordered Siena Offshore to pay the damages to compensate Mr 
Zammitt for loss of earnings because he suffered post traumatic 


stress disorder and developed a fear of w ater and diving. 
Supervisors on the Siena Constructor. Mr Zammilts sue 


Supervisors on the Siena Constructor. Mr Zammilt s support 
vessel, should have realised the dangers and called off the 
operation, said Benjamin Browne QC. representing Mr Zammitt. 


Requiem for a Friesian cow 


A dairy farmer is lo record an album in honour of a Friesian cow 
she stands to lose under the selective cull programme. 

Kerry Swain, 37. of Llandeloy, Haverfordwest. Pembrokeshire, is 
planning to record a 1 2-track compact disc for Tara the cow. Part of 
the otfi of producing the album, due for release in May and which 
will include songs by Eternal and Belie Midler, will be funded by 
Unigate. All profits will go lo the charity Rural Outreach. 



... and the search for sexy sheep 


Poliec are investigating the theft of eight inflatable sheep taken 
from an adult shop. The blow-up sheep, worth £15 each, were 
stolen from the Playtime siore in Aberkenflg. south Wales. 
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Chalker to quit politics for 
independent role in Africa 


Baroness Chalker of Wallasey, the 
Minister for Overseas Development, 
will resign alter the general election, 
regardless of the result. 

In her resignation letter to the 
Prime Minister. Lady Chalker said 
she was “deeply committed to con- 
tinuing development work in Africa 
and now feel that I should do this 
independently". 

She continued: "This is in no way 
a sudden decision but confirms my 
long held wish which we discussed 
last year.". 

In his reply, John Major said he 
respected her wish "but with great 
regret". 

Praising her contribution to the 
Government since 1979 as “enor- 
mous across a range of Depart- 
ments". the Prime Minister said 
Lady Chalker had brought a " par- 
ticularly effective combination of ded- 
ication, hard-headed analysis and a 
genuine compassion." 

Lady Chalker became the Con- 
servative MP for Wallasey in 1974. 



Baroness Chalker: ‘Dedication 
and genuine compassion’ 
She was appointed Minister of State 
at the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office in January 1986. 

In June of the following year, she 
was made a Privy Counsellor and be- 
came Minister for Overseas Devel- 


opment in July 1989 with responsi- 
bilities for overseas develop malt ad- 
ministration, sub-Saharan Africa 
and Commonwealth affairs. 

She lost her seat at the last elec- 
tion to Labour's Angela Eagle, but 
a life peerage allowed her to con- 
tinue her overseas development 
work. 

In December, she announced 
£20m of aid for Ethiopia and a fur- 
ther £10m to the Palestinians in Jan- 
uary. 

Speaking to the CBI earlier this 
year, Lady Chalker announced an ini- 
tiative to enable the private sector 
and the ODA to work more closely. 
She has also argued for the need for 
the European Union to consider the 
impact that all its policies have on 
its work with developing countries. 

Her Labour shadow, Clare Short, 
said yesterday that Lady Chalker had 
done a good job while getting little 
support from her government over 
the main overseas development is- 
sues. Matthew Brace 


US state battles 
with French 


fashion designer 


Who owns the name Montana? 
The American state says nobody, 
despite the claims of the French 
designer Claude Montana who has 
registered exclusive rights to the 
word for certain products. 

Marc Racicot, the Governor of 
Montana, has asked the US Com- 
merce Department for a ruling that 
no one can restrict use of a gener- 
ic word that refers to a geographic 
location. In a letter to Bruce 
Lehman, commissioner of patents 
and trademarks, tee governor said 
he is concerned that the exclusivi- 
ty claim of Claude Montana (pic- 
tured) could affect hundreds of 
Montana businesses that use the 
state name to identify themselves 
or their products. 

“I am seriously concerned 
about this situation and, on behalf 
of tee Montana businesses and 
citizens who call Montana home, 
challenge the right of any individ- 
ual or business to claim exclusivity 



Lottery winner 
quizzed in 
theft inquiry 


of the name ‘Montana’ for any 
product or service," he wrote in 
tee letter, released on Wednesday. 

The issue arose when Tom and 
Ann Dooling ol Dillon, Montana, 
tried to register a trademark for 
the name of their clothing busi- 
ness “Montana Knits." A New York 
law firm representing Claude Mon- 
tana objected, saying the designer 
had sole right to use the name on 
a variety of goods from cologne 
and shoes to gowns and jeans. 

If federal officials rule against it, 
the state may go to law. 


A millionaire Lottery winner has 
been arrested for allegedly steal- 
ing paving stones from a former 
neighbour, police said yesterday. 

Ken Pattison, who scooped a 
£1 2m jackpot in September 1995, 
was arrested by South Yorkshire 
police on Tuesday night and ques- 
tioned about alleged thefts from 
run-down houses in Dalton, 
Rotherham, where his old house 
is being bulldozed as part of a re- 
generation scheme. He was not 
charged and was released on bail 
while inquiries continue. 

Mr Pattison, 44, who now lives in 
a £64,000 detached house in the 
same area, said: “It is all a load of 
rubbish. I know i am innocent, but 
there are a lot of people jealous of 
me." He and his wife have refused 
to succumb to the trappings of 
wealth and have a modest lifestyle. 
Their first holiday abroad together 
- in Spain - was won In a raffle 
after the Lottery win. 
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HEALTH 


Alcohol dependency is 
number one drug addiction 

' • r I olmhnl in Rril still OD 3 


Twice as many people are dependent onalcofcol m ^ 

other drugs put together, a new report from the chanh Alcohol 
Concern, published yesterday, says. 

About one person in 20 people is dependent on 
compared withone in 45 who is hooked on drugs, the rc P^ 
reveals. Us other key findings include the fact 3 ’°°° " 

alcohol-related deaths each yean dai around 2SJJQ0 hospital 
admissions are due to alcohol dependence or poisoning: that 
1 3 million men and 500,000 women drink at very nsky lewis (over 
50 units a week for men and 35 for women); and that alcohol 
problems cost British industry £2bn a year. The report calls lor a 
national alcohol strategy to tackle the associated problems. 
Measures for Measures, available free from Alcohol Concern, 

Tel: 0171 928 7377. Annabel Fenfmao 


MONEY 


Britons dash for cash 


The United ytngtfom has more than 22,000 cash machines which 
last year dispensed £80bn at a rate of £9m an hom; according to 
figures released yesterday. Customers are keen to be able to get at 
their cash without having to go into the high street, and the number 
of machine s situated awar from hank brandies- snch as at 
s upermarkets, and railway stations - jumped to more than A006 w 
1996, an increase of 35 percent in just 12 months, the Association 
for Payment Clearing Services, which represents banks and 
budding societies, said. There were about 200 cash withdrawals per 
machine per day and the average amount taken was £50- 


EDUCATION 


Exam boost for independent schools 


Students in selective independent schools make more progress i 
the sixth form than those in non-setective schools and colleges, 
according to early findings of a major study of more than half a 


million pupils. 

The analysis, carried out jointly bv the Department for 
Education and London Umversttys lnstitote of Education, was 
designed to examine which institutions added most “value” and 
which students benefited most The study measured the progress 
between GCSE and A-Ievel of every sixth former in England taking 
A-levels in 1993. 1994 and 1995. The results offer an alternative 
means of measuring educational success in place of pure A-level 
results. Though the research suggested selective schools helped 
students make most progress, while further education colleges 
added least value, the report's authors warned numbers in each 
institutions were too small to permit firm conclusions. Lucy Ward 


PARENTING 


Fathers In plea for equal rights 


Fathers have been calling for equal rights with mothers - by 
demanding men-only baby changing facilities in shops, a new 
survey has revealed. Parents also called for free or low-cost, 
supervised creches in shopping centres and wider aisles and 
automatic entrances in shops to help 
ease the stresses and strains of 
parenting. The findings were 
revealed in this year’s Parent 
Friendly Awards when parents were 
asked what changes they wonld like 
to see in retail and entertainment 
services by 2000. More than 5QJKM) 
parents cast their votes in categories 
ranging from best supermarket to 
best holiday company. Tesco was 
voted best supermarket, Tbys ’R’ Us 
was best toy shop and John Lewis 
was the best department store. 


Enzyme due to curing cancer 


American scientists have identified an enzyme that helps to switch 
on the uncontrolled cell division of cancer, offering the possibility 
that blocking it might offer new ways to tackle the disease. In work 
published in today's Science magazine, researchers at the 
University of California in Berkeley showed that eliminating the 
enzyme from cancer-like cells in yeast makes the cel Is return 
essentially to their normal operation. Although verification in 
b limans and animals is still some way off, the researchers say that 
the implications are “highly significant", and they may have found 
cancer’s “AchUJes heel” Charles Arthur 


HEALTH 


Stroke risk from cocaine use 


Cocaine users ran the risk of suffering a stroke from their habit, 
doctors warned yesterday IWo young men have been admitted to 
the Whittington Hospital, north London, in the last two years with 
strokes following cocaine use, and both were left partially 
paralysed. Professor Griffith Edwards, of the Mauds ley Hospital, 
sooth London, and editor of the journal Addiction, said: “Stroke Is 
a recognised complication of cocaine use ... It is probably 
produced by a surge in blood pressure.” Annabel Ferriman 
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news 


itoiitster Abbey could charge visitors 

— u„. <iHn 1 i VI Sfl fnr f)APs and 


Umjseinry 

Westminster Abbey coidd in- 
iroduce atfanssioncharges lor 
the first tone in its history as part 
of a bid to control the mSiot of- 
visiiors. . . . "r- - 

With the number of tourists 
to London soaring-churchmen' 
fea r tha t all sense of a hallowed 
place of worship is being lo$t. 

A steering committee has 
been set tq> to investigate how 
i to accommodate the- visitors 


. white restoring calm and dignity 
to. the abbey. ; ... 

Emma St John- Smith,' a 
spokeswoman, said nothing had 
• -been decided yet, but charging 
. was eme option. “We are very 
: consaous- and anyone who 1ms 
i 'been anywhere near Westmxn- 
’ ster Abbey at the height of the 
^tourism season will be con- 
: ^setous - that, we have a serious 
'overcrowding problem. Future . 
predictions point to imman- 

.• . ageable numbers.” she said. 


■ “Everybody fuels that some- 
thing has to be done to recuv- 
er the .calm and return the 
church to a semblance of peace 
. and dignity." 

The opening of the Eurostar 
train service has compounded 
the' problem. Tbur operators 
now refer to the “Westminster 
waiting-room”, as day- trippers 
meet at the abbey before re- 
turning, to the Continent. 

' CanOT Anthony Harvey said: 
“The abbey is rather like Euston 


station, or one great cocktail 
party. The noise is deafening. At 
certain t it has become 
dangerous." 

Charging may he one way of 
controlling numbers. While the 
abbey has asked, for many 
years, for a fee for access to the 
royal chapels, access to the 
nave and cloisters is free. 

However, the committee is 
also investigating whether it 
can employ better crowd-con- 
trol techniques to manage the 


flow of visitors around the 
abbey. Another suggestion is the 
use of headphones or oLher 
technology to eliminate the 
need for noisy guides. 

The abbey authorities hope 
to have made a decision on how 
to proceed by June or July, so 
they will he able to let travel 
firms know id' their plans in time 
for next season. The aim is to 
have the new arrangements in 
place by Easier 199h. 

Around 2.5 million people 


arc thought to have visited the 
abbey Iasi year. Numbers have 

grown considerably in recent 

veara and up to another 1 0 mil- 
lion viators are expected in Lon- 
don for the millennium. 

Ms St John-Smilh said that 
any decision on charging would 
not be based on financial consid- 
erations. But previous decisions 
by cathedrals to charge have 
been primarily' motivated by 
the financial difficulties of run- 
ning large and old buildings. In 


many cases, the decision has pro- 
voked con ircwe ray. 

St Paul's Cathedral came un- 
der fire in 1991 for introducing 
a £150 fee- The Vciy Rev Eric 
Evans, the dean, said they felt 
it was right to charge for sight- 
seeing. although no one who 
wanted to worship had to pay'. 
Around three-quarters of its vis- 
itors arc from overseas. 

Two vears ago. Winchester 
Cathedral introduced a “vol- 
uniarv donation” of £2 per 




of Union - or lust a 


Jpfo Mayes , ■ ; 

When two liberal Democrat MPs 
suggested that the Union fiagmjght - 
benefit from updating Iteywereuot 
prepared for the level of dpprobri-. 
urn that canae raining down ujibn - , 
them. .7 

} The Conserve tivessafotbeLib-/ 

eral Democrats" would "“shred 
Britain into a series of .regtonsV 
while Michael Fbrsyth,the Scottish 
Secretary, said: “Npboewttphaltte- • 
our country dear can now trust ei- 
ther the Uberal.D<nmxiatsorlheir 
Labour partners" . r T - ’••• 

Yet behind the predictabfopo-. 
litical rhetbria ihere was a^Valid 
question o^afiag- 

ft simp^^g^^eai - 

tourists?-. ' -7;; J 
lain 5 » 1 - 

itiesat Oxford Univeraty.'fflid it had . 
been hijadced£orpaity r -ix)Hbcql pur- 
poses. . ■ ’ 77 ■ 7 

■‘The Conservatives, par it into 
their logo a few years ago, AniJ n’s J 
also used as a slogan by'fer-ngbt' 
Houps, so certainly it’slust it^s Sta- • 
tils as unifying emblem,” he said. 

Professor McLean said its sym- 
bolic value to many people was, in- 
stead, one of xenophobia. "As a - : 
behavioural observation, it’s saywg 
you're a little EngJander.Tt’s divi- 
sive rather than unifying;" . 

Perhaps in response to this, some 
parts of Britain nave instead been 
promoting their. own brand of re- 
gionalism, with flags for areas such 
as Kernow in CornwalL or 
Northumbria. 

As a Scot, Professor McLean said 
ihe flag had never had a imifyingag- 
nificance in his life. “In Scotland, 
long before political nationalism, 

there was cultural nationalism. At ; 
rugby internationals in the 1950s, it 
was apparent that anyone waving a 
union flag would be En glish . I 
think the only time I've evenvayed 
it was as a -child, when we saw the 
Queen.”' • . . , 

Tainted with its associations to 
brutalism, racism and to football 
_ hooliganism, the flag hasalsobe- 
Wcome. over the lastJOyears, a sym- 
bol of tackiness, its colours shining 
out from a million Carnaby Street 
souvenirs, planted bh - eyeiything 
from plastic guardsmen, nr. boxer 
shorts. •- • -yi- ~. 

This is not a fate which has been 
suffered by the American flag, 
which is protected by conaitirtion^ 


al rules. These rules state, among 
Others: “The flag should never be 
used for advertising purposes ... 
should not be embroidered on such 
articles as cdshionsor handkerchiefs 
orlhelikevprintedor otherwise im- 
pressetfon . anything designed for 
temporary irse-. or have any let- 

. termgordesignspkcedupon it" 

. According to Byron Shafer, the 
professor of US Government at 
Nuffield College. -the American 
flag is protected, because it is still 
seen as a unifying symbol 
"In some senses it represents us 
any disrespect is therefore to 
os all” be said. “It's our symbolic 


History of the flag 



counterpart in many ways to the B; v 
Queen. We pledge allegiance to the B- 
flag where you would sing ‘God Save B- vi - J 

The Queen.*” 

Nowhere has Britain’s ambivalent H 
relationship with its flag become 
more apparent than in the business 77 • 
community, where many companies 
are dropping it as-a part of their cor- : -j JM 

porate identity. v ; :.v" 

British Airways last week admit- •>' ' JM 
ted that much of its traditional 
“British" image was seen as nega- . 
tive, “aloof and stuffy*. Its planned 
redesign will include changing the : v Blfl* 
Union flag emblem on the tail fins 
of its 250 jets. - '^^B 

But there is some hope for the 
Union flag. Just as the flag appeared B^Hi 

likely to become an outdated synv WAil 
bol of a vanished empire, Britain’s ^ 

cultural community is reclaiming it >BJ9 

as a statement of pride and regen- BBj 

c ration. . 

A Snice Girl recently wrapped w . H|| 
herself in it, Patsy Kensit and Liam Bm 

Gallagher were sufficiently proud of Bgg 

ittoposeinbedimderitonthecov- ' ' 

er of Vanity Fair magazine. • ^B| 

.And designers, such as Bella •. 

Freud, Clements Ribeiro and Lon- 
don duo Vexed Generation, have 
featored it in their recent coDectioos. 

“The reason we used it was be- 
cause h's a strong pop-cultural im- 
age. We wanted to reclaim it in as ■ 

much as it’s got negative connota- M 

tions. yet it’s still an image we have M 

to support,’’ said Adam Thorpe, 
partner in Vexed Generation. “We • 

wanted to give it some positive am- ^ 

notations." . • 

Besides, according to Martin - i 

Casson, art director at advertising . # 

agency M&C Saalcbi. who consid- . : . . • 

ered some of The Independent s sng- > •- y 

gestions, there is no better ..." -.vV-’y 
alternative. 

He did, however, suggest that an -/• f f _ . 

anti-European flag might properiy 'v. -.y-v': , 

represent British history. 7; i 

“It’s quite a strong image. This 
country has been independent for . +>\- 

centuries, xesisted numerous at- iXy.i'.'; 7 * 7 
tempts to take it over, so that ?.v: 

- would reflect the views of a lot of ;7- : ' 

■ people.” :r - 

His loyalty was Teiteraled by . 

Tim Johnson, the creative director . •: . 
of Cowan Kemsley Thylor. - " r: 

“Britain is losing everything. The — - - • • 

monarcity'sonitswayouuit'sallbe- ' . 'V , 
mm mg European. But when you 1 . r I 

see that flag you think of England 
as green and pleasant with beauti- 7 j '• 
fid architecture and scenery. 1 think 1L_: — — — 
we should leave it as it is. All we\e Woven Int 
got is our symbols.” (top) tbur 


' " 



; i : 


•‘-1- , .• 




Woven Into history: Union flags (above) hanging at the Cenotaph in Whitehall, 
(top) four suggestions for an alternative, up-to-date, alternative 


London, yesterday, and 
Photograph: Brian Hams 


adult, £1.50 for OAPs and stu- 
dents and 5Gp per child which 
helped stave off financial dis- 
aster. The average donation 
increased from 43p per visitor 
to S5p. 

Eh' Cathedral, in East Anglia, 
found the number of its visitors 
increased when it introduced a 
fee. As a possible lesson to 
Westminster, the cathedral au- 
thorities reported that people 
spent more time looking around 
than when entry was free. 


People 
from 
Arcadia 
end long 
march 

Louise Jury 

Villagers from a rural commu- 
nity once described as Arcadia 
arrived at the House of Lords 
yesterday after walking from 
'Wales in a last-ditch attempt to 
save their homes. 

Three people from Holt's 
Field, near Swansea, marched 
more than 300 miles to lobby 
Parliament where five senior law 
lords were sitting to hear why 
their homes should be saved 
, from the bulldozer. 

Members of the community 
have fought for eight years to 
save their unusual properties - 
27 wooden chalets on 14 acres 
of land in a conservation area. 

The properties were praised 
bv The Prince of Wiles's ar- 
chitectural magazine. Perspec- 
tives, for being eco-friendly. 

The site is one of the few de- 
velopments of its type surviving 
from between the wars, dating 
from 1932. 

The chalets were built as 
holiday villas and became tem- 
porary homes during the Sec- 
ond World War, ihen 
permanent ones. There is uo 
proper drainage system or 
mains water supply and some of 
the residents still use wood- 
burning stoves and have outside 
lavatories. 

Until six years ago. the resi- 
dents - about SO adults and chil- 
dren - paid a licence fee to the 
then owner to live there. But 
then Tim Jones, a property 
developer, bought the land for 
a reported £175,000 and 
announced development plans 
to build luxury flats instead. 

Mr Jones, a solicitor who runs 
the Swansea property company 
ElUestone. has refused the 
residents' offer to buy the site 
for £500,000 and despite being 
refused permission to re- 
develop the site, won Court of 
Appeal rulings in 1995 for 
rc-posscssion of a number of the 
properties. 

Before yesterday's hearing, 
he said: “K was clear to the res- 
idents when the lease was 
secured that they could live 
there in the short term only." 

Bui Sadie Bowen. 96, who 
has been there for 37 years, said: 
“This is ray home and 1 will 
defend it to the bitter end." 

Isabel Griffin, a campaign co- 
ordinator lor the housing char- 
ity Shelter in Swansea, said 
there used to be many similar 
communities in Britain but 
most had died out. 

■ It deserves to be preserved. 
It's a liny hit of magic tucked 
away and is just really lovely.” 
she said. 

The site has wood land on two 
sides and fields on the others. 
Welsh Office officials once 
described it as being like Arca- 
dia. the legendary Greek idyll. 
: Yesterday's hearing at the 

House of Lords was as a last 
j court of appeal. Judgment is ex- 
S peeled in six to eight weeks. 
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Rolling 

stones 

could 

solve 

riddle 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

How did i hey do Ihai'.' As far as 
building, ihe pyramids goes, the 
standard answer has for years 
been: by putting the 2.5 ton 
stones (imn sledges and drag- 
ging them. 

But now a Cambridge civil 


Quarter-circle wooden runners, 
padded and filled around ends 
of block and lashed together 



engineer has come up with a 
(literally) revolutionary expla- 
nation: that the individual 
stones were encased in two cir- 
cular, hoop- like wooden run- 
ners. one at each end. and then 
rolled from the quarries and up 
ramps to the construction point. 

The same “rolling stones” 
method might helped transport 


MoD rebuked 
over sick 
Gulf veterans 


tan Burrell 

The Ministry of Defence was 
warned yesterday that its treat- 
ment of sick Gulf veterans may 
have seriously undermined at- 
tempts to persuade future gen- 
erations to join the armed 
services. 

In a highly critical report, the 
Commons Defence Committee 
w as scathing of the MoD s cov- 
er-up of the use of dangerous 
organophosphate pesticides in 
the war. The cross-party com- 
mittee of MPs castigated 
Nicholas Soamcs. the Armed 
Forces Minister, and Earl 
Howe, the Junior Defence Min- 
ister. for their failure to take a 
more "pro-active and inquisi- 
tive” role in the affair. 

The report also raised the 
prospect of tir-gratin compen- 
sation payments for sick veter- 
ans who can prove they were 
exposed to OP pesticides in the 
war. 

More than l.lflU Gulf veter- 
ans are claiming that 
organophosphate poisoning 


might be one of the causes be- 
hind Gulf War Syndrome. The 
War Pensions Agency was cen- 
sured by the committee for its 
'unacceptable” delays in deal- 
ing with claims by veterans. 

The MPs blamed the "in- 
stinctive defensiveness and in- 
sularity" of the MoD for the 
pesticides covcr-up but called 
for an amnesty for officials who 
look pan. 

The RAFs Special Investi- 
gation Bureau is questioniDgser- 
vice personnel and civil servants 
on how Parliament was misled 
and the MR are anxious that the 
inquiry does not lead to a far- 
ther cover-up. "The overriding 
priority in this case should be the 
early disclosure of information, 
which could assist ill Gulf vet- 
erans.” said the report. 

“The abandonment of disci- 
plinary proceedings for any- 
thing less than serious 
misconduct might be justified if 
it would facilitate such disclo- 
sure.” it added. 

The Gulf Veterans and Fam- 
ilies Association criticised the 


amnesty saying that all those in- 
voked in the cover up should 
be disciplined. 

The key department being 
scrutinised by the MoD is that 
of the Surgeon-General but 
the MPs said they could not be 
sure that ministers were not to 
blame. The committee’s deputy 
chairman. Labour MP Bruce 
George, said: "The blaming of 
lower ranking civil servants and 
military personnel for not pro- 
viding the right advice to min- 
isters is an attempt to divert 
attention away from the inaction 
and possibly culpable behaviour 
of those higher in the MoD hi- 
erarchy. " 

The report concludes that the 
cover-up may have jeopardised 
recruitment to the armed ser- 
vices. "Serving personnel will be 
following events closely and 
making a judgment as to how 
well the department looks after 
its employees.” it said. 

“Even more important in 
the long-term is the potential 
damage to the ideal of serving 
one s country .” 


Troops used untested vaccine 


New evidence has emerged that 
British troops in the Gulf were 
exposed, against their will, to vac- 
cinations which were unlicensed 
and untested, writes Ian Burrell 

The .American manufacturers 
of a plague vaccine have denied 
that the hatch cited on the med- 
ical reo irds of British soldiers was 
evergreen to the LTv authorities. 
U said the vaccine was to be giv- 
en on a named patient basis only. 
Furthermore, nerve agent pr«> 
lection (pyridostigmine bromide > 
tablets which troops look every 
day during the war were not li- 
censed until .August l w 3. more 
than two years after the conflict. 

The new evidence, which has 
been passed to Ear) Howe, the 
Defence Minister, will com- 


pound the scandal over the use 
of organophosphate pesticides in 
the Gulf. 

Sick veterans say that they 
have been assured by the Min- 
istry of Defence that the inocu- 
lations they were given were 
licensed and obtained from reg- 
ular sources. Yet Miles Inc. the 
American manufacturer of the 
Cutter plague vaccine identi- 
fied on the medical cards of 
British troops, denied that the 
named batch. 10HU3A. was sent 
to I he UK authorities. The com- 
pany said its sole customer for the 
vaccine was the US government, 
which did not use plague vaccine 
in the Gulf. 

Plague vaccine was licensed in 
the US and Canada but not in the 


UK. where it was available on a 
named-patient basis only. 

The MoD maintains that 
troops were given vaccinations on 
the basis of voluntary informed 
consent, but veterans said they 
were given little choice in the 
matter. 

Larry Cammock. a medic with 
the Royal Army Medical Corps, 
said in a sworn statement: “1 was 
told we had to have inoculations 
and that they had published the 
order on a notice board saying 
it was a court martial offence to 
refuse." 

The MoD said: “The Gov- 
ernment took all available steps 
to offer protection to its per- 
sonnel [and | drew on the best 
professional advice." 


Using sleds would need ramps o! \ 
a 1 in 10 slope - one kilomelre 
long to drag blocks lo top 


v»- . 
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those used to build Stonehenge, 
suggests Dr Dick Party, formerly 
at the University's engineering 
department. To back up his 
pyramid hypothesis. Dr Pany 
has reconstructed full-scale 
models and shown that with the 
rollers, three men can pull a 
stone which would otherwise 
need the efforts of 20 men. 


The stones can also he rolled 
up ramps as steep as 1 in 4. 
whereas friction makes it im- 
possible to pull a sledge up more 
than 1 in 10. Using sledges to 
build the pyramids, which are 
more than 130m high, would 
have required solid ramps a 
kilometre long - impossible giv- 
en the site. With the rolling 


stones, the ramps could be much 
shorter and more easily moved. 

That would be important in 
building a structure of 2 3 miliion 
limestone Nocks weighing an av- 
erage of 225 tons. "The logistics 
mean that over 20 years you 
would be quanying and placing, 
one stone evety two minutes of 
the daylight hours.” said Dr Par- 


ry, who gave a talk last night in 
Cambridge as part of National 
Science Week. “You need not 
labour-intensive brute force, but 
a high-tech solution.” 

His suggestion also helps to 
answer the mystery of cradle- 
like objects discovered by ar- 
chaeologists in the 1880s. These 
were thought to have been used 


to “rock" the stones upwards. 
Dr Parry laughs. “That doesn't 
explain how you gel them from 
the quarry to the site,” he said. 

Instead, about three years 
ago he began wondering 
whether the cradles, each about 
a quarter of a circle, would fit 
around the blocks. Then he saw 
that he could have an explana- 


tion for the building technique. 

A number ot reference books 
say that sledges were used af- 
ter the pyramids to men e large 
objects such as statues. But Dr 
ftiriy points out that those 
were" one-off operations, where 
speed was immaterial. Despite 
their permanence, sfwcd was es- 
sential for the py ramids. 




Listening ear: Professor John Pattison, head of the Government’s advisory committee chi BSE and CJD, at the CJD conference Photograph: Stove Hill 

CJD families seek inquiry on link with BSE 


Clare Gamer 

The families of the people who 
have died from the human form 
of mad cow disease yesterday 
called for a full public inquiry 
into the link between “new 
variant” Creutzfeldi-Jakob Dis- 
ease and BSE. 

In a question and answer ses- 
sion at the end of an emotion- 
al one-day conference at the 


University of Warwick, organ- 
ised by the CJD Support Net- 
work, families and friends of 
victims were given a chance to 
grill the professionals. 

“Do you think it’s right for a 
government to monitor itself on 
this problem or do you think 
there should be a public in- 
quiry?” asked one woman. Si- 
lence. *Ts there someone up 
there who can answer our ques- 


tion," she persisted. Eventual- 
ly Professor John Collingc, hon- 
orary consultant in neurology at 
St Mary's Hospital and the 
only speaker who dared sit in 
the firing line, mustered a reply: 
“l think there is a growing case 
for having an independent food 
agency, certainly’." he said. 

The day was designed as an 
opportunity for carers of CJD 
victims to hear about the latest 


research - and about 200 peo- 
ple travelled across the country 
to do so. Among the speaker 
was Gerard Callaghan who re- 
duced the auditorium to tears 
with his account of caring for his 
brother Maurice, when he was 
dying v-CJD. He spoke of how 
hi's parents had sat at Maurice's 
bedside “longing to change 
places in the bed, as they felt it 
should be. and not watching 


helplessly as their child slipped 
cruelly from their care." 

The inevitable question 
"should we eat beef" arose - 
most people had chosen to 
avoid the beef lasagne at 
lunchtime. Professor Collingc 
replied that we could he “fair- 
ly confident” in eating beef, 
adding hastily". “That’s not say- 
ing that it can't occur in a one . 
in-a-million chances." 


Minister gives go-ahead to widen M25 


Christian Wobnar 

Westminster Correspondent 

A plan to widen part of the M25 
to lOand 12 lanes has been giv- 
en the go-ahead by John Watts, 
the Roads Minister, after a De- 
partment of Transport official Jet 
slip that the scheme was essen- 
tial to service the proposed fifth 
terminal at Heainrow Airport. 

Mr Watts’ announcement 
will mean that the M25 between 
junction 12 (M3) and junction 


15 fM4) will become Britain's 
widest road. The scheme does 
not require planning permission 
because it is being carried out 
within the boundaries of the ex- 
isting road. The Labour party 
has said it will review the plans 
should it win the election. 

In April 1995. Brian Mawhin- 
ney, the then Secretary of State 
for Transport, announced that 
he was shelving a scheme to 
widen this part of the M25 to 
14 lanes but announced that the 


department was examining the 
10 and 12 lane scheme as a 
possible substitute. 

Chris Fisher, chairman of 
the local campaign against the 
proposal, said: “It is outra- 
geous that ministers continue to 
reject pleas for a public- inquiry 
into the scheme for the widest 
motorway in Europe and to ig- 
nore 4,000 objections lodged 
against it-” Mr Fisher claimed 
that the motorway would be full 
by the year 2010. 


Mr Wins' announcement was 
made just after news emerged 
that for the first lime, the De- 
partment of Transport had ad- 
mitted that the plan to build 
Terminal Five, currently in the 
middle of Britain’s longest plan- 
ning tnquhy, was dependent on 
widening the M25. 

Thomas Dockerty, a Higft- 
ways Agency official giving ev- 
idence to the Terminal Five 
inquiry last month, said that the 
construction of the new termi- 


nal was dependent on widening 
the M25, which will be 1 2 lanes 
at the new entrance to the air- 
port Mr Dockerty said tiiat con- 
sultants had advised that the 
DoT would need "to widen ai 
least from junctions 13 to 15 in 
order to accommodate the spur 
road and the traffic implica- 
tions." 

However. Mr Watts, in a 
Parliamentary answer last week, 
said that no such evidence hod 
been given. 
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Forces accused of condoning racist abuse 


Christopher Bellamy ' 

• Defence Correspondent \ *• - * 

The Armed Forces still have a 
“"pervasive,. Jong running ''and 
deeply entrenched problem, of 
racism", according to aninde- 
pendedA' survey rubified yes* 
tin-day. ; .••••' ■ J v- ■ 

A report Ofi&»ciPufch 

lic Management, an indepen- 
dent think-tank, whs partxcul- 
■ ariy critical of the NaVy which, 
it said, was “not justified in de- 
scribing itself as an equal op- 
portunities employer*'. 

The study found that terns 
of racial abuse were still wide- 
spread as part of the procedure 


for knocking recruits into shape 
. 'dtmDg initial training, and that 
many se nior officers condoned 
tbfepraetke and the use of racist 


•‘.The report coincided within 
• a : Channel 4 Dispatches pro* 
’ gramme, “Raasmin the Army" 
last night, which highlighted 
, four cases of racial harassment. 
Whereas such cases were the 
worst examples; the OPM re- 
■ port identified far. wider inci- 
dence of racial discrimination. 
. The report came as a bomb- 
shell to many senior officers in 
the services who insist that no 
problem exists. In June last 
year, the Armed Forces 


launched an initiative to mon- 
itor hs workforce, recruit more 
members of ethnic minorities 
and train commanders at ever}' 
level in equal opportunities. 
However, the report said, 
“while we commend these ef- 
forts, we strongly suspect full im- 
plementation will not be 
achieved until all dimensions of 
*the problem' are recognised.’' 

the report found that only 
about 1 per cent of the per- 
sonnel in the Armed Forces are 
of ethnic minority origin, ram- 
pared with 6 per cent in Lhe 
workforce as a whole. Among 
officers, the proportion is even 
smaller, and there are no mi- 


nority admirals or generals. 
The highest ranking non-while 
officers are an army brigadier 
and an air commodore. 

Yesterday, senior MoD 
sources said they broadly ac- 
cepted the criticisms but that it 
was difficult to increase the 
number of non-white people in 
senior positions given the small 
number in the organisation as 
a whole. A senior RAF officer 
said the long-term aim was to 
bring the proportion doser to 
6 per cent, though, he said, a 
quota would be illegal. 

The Navy came out worst. 
The researchers found the 
widely expressed view that blaefc 


people “did not like water", 
"cannot fight", “are prevented 
from leaving home hy their 
parents" and “want special di- 
ets and you cannot have that in 
a fighting force". 

Other comments included 
"where would you pray to Mec- 
ca on a submarine?" 

The team was told that that 
terras such as “Midnight" or 
"Snowy” u ere seen as terms of 
affection, rather than abuse. 

“Regrettably", the report 
continued, ‘"there were some se- 
nior officers (that is. captain RN 
and above}, who did not find the 
terms ‘coon* or ‘ nigger" unac- 
ceptable, with perhaps the pro- 


viso - ‘1 wouldn't say that in 
front of a coloured person"." 

Racially urfensive language, 
behaviour and attitudes re- 
mained "a significant feature of 
life in the army” and the RAF. 
The report died the RAF prac- 
tice ol “packaging", so that 
high-profile act rri lies, such as 
guards of honour for VIPs, 
should feature no “Macks, 
pakis. spots i>r specs". 

Dispatches investigated four 
more extreme cases of racism 
in the Army. Winston Clay suf- 
fered six year* of racial abuse 
in the Royal Artillery. He was 
Called "coon", "nigger" and 
"wo"", and evemuallv went 


absent without leave. He was 
then arrested and sent lo a mil- 
itary prison, which he said he 
preferred, because there were 
no racist munis. He [eft the army 
last month. 

Mark Parchment, a Ruval 
Marine, told Dispatches that 
during his training, “a corpora! 
came mio our accommodation 
and presented me with a spear. 
He said this Is going in be my 
personal weapon and 1 would 
have k; maintain it and keep ii 
through training. He also nick- 
named me badingi and said thai 
from n<iwon I was to be krtonv 
in the section and throughout 
the troop as that name." 



Charles Arthur 

Science Editor , . 

Cloning of’-, human beings 
should be outlawed by the next 
parliament, according to ah all- 
party Select Committee report 
rushed out ahead of thegeoer- 
al election. However, in a report 
published yesterday, the Science 
and Technology Select Com- 
mittee wanted against hinder- 
ing doning research in animals, 
which may benefit agriculture 
and human and animal medi- 
cine. 

The members also castigat- 
ed the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food (Maf£) for 
dropping its funding of the 
team of Scottish scientists who 
last month amazed the world by 
announcing they had created a 
lamb, Dolly, from cells taken 
from an adult lamb. • 

The .Committee called for.a . 
parliamentary injury into the 
way Maff commissions and uses 
research and scientific advice. 
It said Maff should bear the' 
costs of any redundancies that 
follow at the Rodin Institute, 
near Edinburgh, where the 
work was carried out. 


Human doning appears to be 
banned under the 1991 legisla- 
tion, which created the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology 
Authority. But the HFEA said 
. last night that a definitive legal 
opinion is not yet available, air 
though It should be by the time 
Parliament reassembles. 

The loophole arises because 
the 1991 Act governsthe use of 


sue say, for a skin graft, we 
haven’t excluded that." said Dr 
Jeremy Bray, a committee 
member. "You could done hu- 
man cells in a transgenic animal. 
But we have said no to the 
cloning of complete humans." 

The birth of DoOy was the 
first time anyone had produced 
a clone from an adult animal. 


embryos. But the doning tech- 
nique used by Roslin did not in- 
volve creating an embryo. Cells 
were placed m a chemical bath 
and their internal dodc ran 
backwards so they acted as if 
they weie.sffl at theembiyon- 
ic stage. They were then im- 
planted into a ewe. ' 

The Select Committee 
rushed butits jepoFl after hear- 
ing evidence earlier this month 
from scientists at Ros lin and ex- 
perts from the HFEA. 

The members did not agree 
to calls by the HFEA to leave 
open the possibility of using hu- 
man dahuig to solve genetic de- 
fects, suggesting that could be 
handled by the use of cloning 
techniques in animals. “If yon 
needed to produce human tis- 


sibflity of doning humans. The 
committee commented that 
“the science is astonishing and 
its implications profound" and 
that “in Roslin, we have a re- 
search team that has produced 
:a result-described as “the most 
. important development in Unit- 
ed Kingdom science since the 
splitting of the atom.*" 

They concluded: “It is not sat- 
isfactory for issues as momen- 
tous as litis to be left until they 
a re decided through test cases. 
Anyone attempting ckming 
without the HFEA’s approval 
should face criminal charges." 

But they added that there ar- 
eas where the research at Roslin 
could produce benefits both 


The Cloning of Animals from 
Adult Cells, HC 373-1 


Flagship prison is dead 
in water, inspector says 


y* 

Jl* 


Jason Henrietta 

Crime Correspondent . . . 

One of the country's supposedly 
fiagship jails is “dead in the wa- 
ter" and needs “shaking by the 
scruff of the neck", the Chief 
Inspector of Prisons wains in a 
report published today. 

Sir David Ramsbotham said 
he was “surprised and horrified" 
at conditions in .Wormwood 
Scrubs, in London, which 
contains one of the country’s 
three wings for life offenders 
and a large population of in- 
mates awaiting trial. 

Sir David was particularly 
critical of the facilities for about 
300 people on remand who 
had some of the worst facilities 
and conditions, although they 
were not convicted. 

The strongest criticism was 
reserved for the management 
and the “inexplicable absence" 


scribed as “impoverished" and 
lacking indirection, With many 
inmates gjvenKttleexerrise or 
Useful activities.' 

The prison houses more than 
a 1,000 inmates, a mixture of 
people on. remand, convicted 
criminals; immigration de- 
tainees and those given life 
sentences. There are about 200 
murderers. • 

‘ Much of the accommodation 
was criticised for. being dirty. 
“What we found was reminis- 
cent of the worst local prisons 
in tbepre-Wbolf era,” the report 
said, referring to the reforms 
introduced on Lord Woolfs 
recommendation in 1989. 

It added: “The out-of-date at- 
titudes that we found have no 
place in the modem world.” 

There were about 250 foreign 
prisoners, many of whom did 
not speak English and were not 


provided with any way of com- 
municating with (he authorities. 

Sir David concluded: 
“Wormwood Scrubs is often 
referred to as the “flagship" of 
the Prison Service. If we were 
to extend the nautical analogy 
it could be said that the ship is 
now dead in the water and 
been overtaken by other s hip s 
of the fine." 

■ The Prison Service said yes- 
terday that the jail's new gov- 
ernor had started work on a 
strategic plan. Richard Tilt, di- 
rector general of the P son Ser- 
vice, said the jail could regain 
its former position. He added: 
“I share the Inspectorate's con- 
cern that, due to the difficulties 
of managing a fully operational 
prison undergoing an immense 
building programme in recent 
years. Wormwood Scrubs’ 
regime has been eroded and its 
reputation damaged.” 





Pressing engagement; Young boys waiting outside the Dominion Theatre in the West End of London yesterday to 
audition for 'Disney’s Beauty and the Beast’. The successful boy will play Chip, a boy who is transformed into a 
teacup. The Broadway hit musical will open at the theatre on Tuesday 13 May Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


The most b’/arre case was 
Soloman Raza who was abused 
and beaten on a daily basis while 
In hasic training because his 
father was a Pakistani. While 
serving in Bosnia he was also ac- 
cused of siding with the Muslims 
there. 

“Some of ihem said to me. 
■We’re going to do some Pakis, 
we're going in kill them all." 
Then one of them turned round 
and said 'Why do wc have to 
wail until then? There’s a Paki. 
let's give him a kicking, which 
they did." They ruptured a kid- 
ney, ivb : :h pm him in hospital 
for in days. After returning to 
Britain he attempted suicide. 


Knock in 
store for 
workers 
on ‘sickie’ 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


The " knocker-up" who en- 
couraged JOih-cemury mill- 
workers to leave their beds in 
the morning, hy hammering on 
their bedroom windows with 
long poles,, may be returning to 
British industry in a new guise. 

An increasing number of 
companies are deputing senior 
staff to visit the homes’ of em- 
ployees off sick, and we betide 
the absentee afflicted only with 
a sniffle or who seems to he re- 
cuperating away from home. 

The days when workers could 
throw the occasional "sickie" as 
a way of extending their holiday 
entitlement may be coming to 
an end. 

Mark Hastings, of the Insti- 
tute of Management, tells of a 
wmputer consultancy in Lon- 
don where the head man took 
to buving absentees a bunch of 
flowers and delivering them 
personally. “A couple of times 
they found nobody in. No one 
was sacked but sickness rates fell 
sharply." said Mr Hastings. 

At the Nissan car company, 
near Sunderland, supervisors 
have been known to turn up on 
doorsteps, inquiring about the 
well-being of absent workers. 

The Japanese car company 
insisLs it is not part of a new 
totalitarian policy. "Supervisors 
look after small groups of peo- 
ple so they wifi know rhem 
well. These guys get on well 
together. If they are visiting peo- 
ple who are off. it will be out of 
genuine concern." 

It's not what Gerry Sternberg 
MP has been told, however. Mr 
Steinberg, member for the City 
of Durham, hxs accused Lhe 
company of hassling employees 
to get them back to work. 

“De-layering" and "down- 
sizing” throughout industry 
have made management more 
conscious of who's in and who’s 
not. H is calculated that the 
economy loses about £13hn a 
year through absenteeism. 

Mr Hastings said the tech- 
nique of us-ing personal visita- 
tions by managers was "in its 
infancy" in Britain, hut that 
companies were becoming in- 
creasingly concerned about the 
costs of absenteeism. 
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F or most of my adult life the 
benches on Ihe Tory side of the 
House have been much better 
populated than those on the other side. 
Sometimes it has seemed as though they 
simply bred more, reproducing 
themselves election after election with a 
creepy fecundity. 

Many of them, individually, are 
pleasant, attentive and serious. But 
collectively they have become oily, 
smug, fractious, venal, ruthless, 
hectoring, selfish, bovine, inert, 
unthinking, self-satisfied, shameless, 
sinecured and - in the widest sense - 
corrupt. They arc no longer connected 
to government, but concreted into iL 
With any reforming impulse long dead, 
their best and brightest have been 
ignored, marginalised or sent to serve in 
Hong Kong. Gradually their world has 


A DAVID., , 

Aaronoviteh 



Time and negligence 
takes its inevitable toll 


become one of influence and patronage, 
of dinners and limousines, or promises 
and phone calls, of hangers-ons and 
back-slappcrs. Tune and negligence 
have intertwined and entangled their 
personal interests with the interests of 
the nation. Year after year they have sat 


together, stimulating each other's 
organs of prejudice, or stabbing each 
other in the back - half-party, half- 
dynasty: the Borgia Parly. 

How their leader has tried to save 
them from themselves! And what has it 
cost him! It was Scrupulous John, who 


had set up the Nolan Committee fas he 
had Lhe Scotl Inquiry) in a moment of 
crisis caused by 3 collapse of ainfideoee 
in standards. It was Honest John who 
bought time by assuring the world that 
he would strain every sinew to expedite 
publication of the Parliamentary 
Standards Commissioner, Sir Cordon 
Downey's report into cash-for- 
quesiions. It was Hapless John who had 
once more failed to deliver, because 
what he had promised was either 
impossible, or (when push came to 
Shove) politically damaging. 

So. when a despatch box-caressing 
Tony Blair demanded yesterday that the 
PM pull his finger out and get the thiog 
printed (hoping that he would do no 
such thing). Major's reply was bound to 
be inadequate - starting with 
obfuscation (“complex report ... 


thousands of pages of evidence time 
to consider ._ time to respond— ) ana 
ending in an attack on the Opposition 
r har was so brazen, that the very W P 1 ?* 
on his own benches looked cheered by 
ft, lhe leader of the party of Neil . 
Hamilton, Asil Nadir and John Latsis: 
the party that chose to shoot the 
messenger over cash-for-questions 
rather than execute its transgressors; 
the party of effortless transition from 
Cabinet room to boardroom - the 
Borgia Party leader attacked his 
opponents for their fondness for gold 
and lark’s tongues. 

If this was a depressing performance, 
how much more depressing to consider 
that - only minutes earlier, we had seen 
one hoi-tip for the succession in fall 
flow. Michael Howard bad been 
“answering” questions as only he can. 


‘‘Rrazen” does not describe ihe 
the exceptional flaeaC) „ ^ 

flawlessness-- of 

adamantine, consis ting of 

S2dlevar, ev 1 er . af S?£- 

wsss'wsSl- 

“inculcating a sense of right and *raa a 

Cesare nodded and Lucrena fingered 
With John out of uw vs& and 

SSSinstalkd, the *£»£££* 
all their old scores, regroup, reptcrusn 
their stock of hellebore and sharpen _ 
their stilettoes, then start breeding again. 


MPs take 
a break 
before 
campaign 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The Prime Minister may be “hit- 
ting the ground running" with 
his election campaign, but some 
of his MPS are preparing to fight 
the elections on the beaches or 
the ski slopes until after the 
Easter break. 

While John Major and Tony 
Blair are preparing to enter the 
second week of their election 
campaign, many voter; will see 
no sign of their MPs in their 
constituencies. 

Ai least one minister has 
told his constituency association 
he will taking a short break in 
the Alps. “You can see loo 
much of your constituents.'’ he 
has cold his friends. Other 
favourite destinations for MPs 
over Easter are city breaks on 
the Eurostar train to Paris and 

- although it will not appeal to 
the Euro- sceptics - Brussels. 

Others are preparing for a 
short holiday in Britain before 
getting down to the business of 
winning their seats. "I am 
going to my in-laws with my wife 
for a few days, and l will be 
reading lots of novels." said one 
ministerial aide. 

The MPs fear the six-week 
campaign to polling day on 1 
May - the longest this century 

- could backfire if the)’ begin 
now. “Its like door-to-door 
selling. You don't warn to talk 
yourself out of a sale. If wc start 
too soon, it will turn off the vot- 
ers," said a whip. 

But mart)’ MPs are also wor- 
ried about exceeding their al- 
lowance, of about £7.500 for 
election expenses, before polling 
day. They fear they could he 
challenged by the minor parties, 
including Sir James Goldsmith's 
Referendum Party. 

One MP said he was staving 
around Parliament next week! 
although the House will be in 


recess, to enable him to write 
letters on House of Commons 
notepaper to constituents who 
have signed petitions in the 
pasL All the cost of the postage 
will be born by the taxpayer.” 

Once the MP starts ‘cam- 
paigning. the exist of the postage 
would have to come out of his 
election expenses. “The mo- 
ment I start campaigning, the 
clock starts ticking on our 
expenses. So I'm not starting un- 
til after Easter," he said. 

Most MPs are holding back 
until 1 April before hitting the 
streets with campaign leaflets. 
The party manifestos will be 
published around 3 April, cre- 
ating a lull in the phoney war 
next week. The only exception 
will be in the marginal seats 
where all the parties are already 
campaigning hard. 

However, to avoid election 
expenses being triggered, they 
are campaigning under the cov- 
er of “constituency surveys" un- 
til their candidates are formally 
adopted and up and running af- 
ter Easier. One MP said: “Pro- 
viding we don't mention the 
name of the candidate, we won't 
incur election expenses. ' 

Whitehall is also likely to be 
in limbo next week. Civil ser- 
vants were told this week by Sir 
Robin Butler, the Cabinet Sec- 
retary. not to indulge in party 
political campaigning. They 
have been warned that from the 
moment Mr Major called Lhe 
election, they have not to allow 
ministers to take any executive 
decisions which may hind the 
next government. 

Sir Robin also briefed all the 
heads of the Whitehall press of- 
fices to reinforce the message. 
/Ml hough the wheels of Gov- 
ernment are kept turning, min- 
isters have slopped operating 
through the Whitehall ma- 
chinery and will be making the 
most of Easter break. 



John (Major Major was well prepared to allege 
0 ,m n Labour shenanigans in response to 

o/ 1U Blair's call for the immediate publica- 

tion of the Downey report He did so with 
force and passion. 

Tony Blair Blair was equally sure of himself, putting 

S/10 the argument tar a titer prorogation, and 

a continuing cash-for-questions investi- 
gation with equal force and passion. 


Blair said that the report by Sir Gordon Downey. Parliamentary Commission- 
er lor Standards, could and should be seen before Parliament was dissolved. 
Major said the report was just the start of a new process of examination by 
the Standards and Privileges Committee. BJ air reminded Mapr that he had 
said last year that he wanted the report published before the electron, and 
tofd Major that his stance did not fooh tike "can’t" but 'won't". Major replied 
with a torrent of allegations o> Labour steaze, and said Blair was only using 
the affair to try to hide recent good news a tout the economy. 

•The timing ot the prorogation of Parliament f Chris M ulVm. Lab, Sunderland 
South; Blam Paddy Ashdown) 

•Wees of privatised electricity in the Southern region (Sir James Spicer. C. 
Dorset W) 

■The economy (Winston Churchill. C. Davyhulme) 



Ashdown’s manner always 
ries Major, who went over the top 
calling the Liberal Democrat 
leader 'pious and pompous". 


David Shaw 1C, Dover) led Tory back- 
tench cattails. Eventually, the Speaker 
could take no more, and Shaw fmajon- 
fy 833) was reprimanded on what could 
be his penultimate day in the House. 


ma 


Dennis Skinner (Lab. Botoverl. who piped up in response to 
one of the day's two creeps. According to Spicer. It Major visit- 
ed Dorset, he could pass on “the good news that as from Tues- 
day they've had an 11 per cent cut over the course of the last 
nine months in their electricity Mis’. "Don’t go there by train." 
advised Skinner. 


UNANSWERED QUESTION c 


Churchill: b the unemployment in France and Germany “due to 
the fact that thev have not had the benefit of the Thatcher/Ma- 
jor revofutw»- r A complex question to which the Prime Minister 
did not address himsetf. 


Churchill: "May I thank my Kt Hon Friend ana his Government 
on behalf of my Manchester constituents for making the coun- 
try the test functioning economy ot all of Europe? ■ 

Compiled by Ben Summers. 



Political digest: A visitor to Politico’s enjoying one of the cafe's ele cti on specials yesterday 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


Coffee shop politics sound 
a modern echo of Swift 


Ran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


Kenneth Baker, the former 
Tory minister, has popped into 
Politico's. Westminster's newest 
political bookshop and cate, to 
buy a left-wing post card. 

“Election §7. This choice is 
no choice." runs the slogan 
above a picture of two identi- 
cal candidates labelled 
“Tweedlelab" and “Iw’cedle- 
con." “Record a protest. Spoil 
your ballot paper." 

Not that the former Conser- 
vative Home Secretary is en- 
dorsing the sentiment, of 
course. He just collects politi- 
cal cartoons. Mr Baker spots a 
copy of Thatcher for Beginners 
and is suffused with giggles. 

“I don't think you're a be- 
ginner,” the owner, Iain Dale, 
tells him. and be departs to bis 
waiting car clutching his post- 
card and a second-hand book of 
Vicky cartoons which he has 
impulse-bought. 

Above the” door of Politico's 
is a motto, penned by Jonathan 
Swift in 17 1 1: “It is a'folly of too 
many to mistake the echo of a 
London coffee-house for lhe 
echo of the kingdom.” 

Despite that warning. Mr 
Dale has set out to discover how 
the election will go. Since the 
former lobbyist opened his shop 
a month ago after seeing simi- 
lar outfits in Washington. SOU of 
his customers have voted both 
for a prime minister and for a 


government. Tony Blair is the 
Politico's prime minister, and 
Margaret Thatcher has come in 
second. John Major has limped 
home fifth, just behind Geri. 
from the Spice Girls. Among the 
parties. Labour is running at 4b 
points.. 10 points ahead of the 
Conservatives, while the Liber- 
al Democrats are trailing on 1 1 . 

Mr Dale hopes to do brisk 
business during lhe election, and 
adds that his” shop has com- 
fortably surpassed its sales tar- 
gets in the first month. The 


punters have some surprising 
tastes, though, with Gerald 
Kaufman's autobiography out- 
selling Michael Heseltine s bi- 
ography by far. The best-selling 
book is a guide to the general 
election, but Mr Kaufman’s 
How To Be A Minister is a com- 
fortable second. Tony Blair 
fridge magnets are a big seller, 
as are the “Grow your own gov- 
ernment" fantasy seeds. 

Upstairs in the cafe “Election 
Choice specials" are on sale 
alongside “Number 10 


doorsteps" and beef-free “Dou- 
glas Hoggs". 

Not everyone has come here 
to discuss politics, though, two 
female civil servants have 
popped in for a sneaky look at 
Hidden Agendas by Derek 
Lewis, the sacked former head 
of the Prison Service. Now they 
are upstairs having a bite of 
lunch. Are they talking about 
the election? “Oh, no," they re- 
ply. “We’re bitching about our 
colleagues. Isn’t that what peo- 
ple generally do over lunch?” 



The man behind the Politico choice: Peter Manddson (standing, centre of group on right) 
and helpers at Tony Blair's morning press conference yesterday Photograph: David Rose 


Labour lead 
widens to 
27 points 


John Renton! 


Only one voter in five is pre- 
pared to take the opinion polls 
at face value, according to to- 
day's Independent/Harris poll. 
With the polls showing Tony 
Blair heading for a 261 -seat ma- 
jority, only 20 per cent of vot- 
ers think toe election is “already 
decided". 

The state of the parties in our 
weekly poll is in fine with figures 
from NOP and Gallup this 
week. Today’s poll puts Labour 
on 56 per cent the Tories on 29 
per cent and the liberal Demo- 
crats on 10 per cent Labour’s 
lead has increased by two per- 
centage points since last week, 
while our figure for the UbDems 
has fluctuated: it was 10 percent 
two weeks ago and 14 per cent 
last Friday, if we iron out the 
fluctuations by comparing to- 
day’s poll with two weeks ago. 
Labour is up three points and 
the Tories down three. 

This suggests that Labour's 
lead has continued to strength- 
en since the WirraJ South by- 
election at the end of last 
month, as aS Harris's interviews 
were carried out since then. 

The only other UK-wide par- 
ty to register is Sir James Gold- 
smith’s Referendum Party, on 
2 percent. But our poDs suggest 
that this is enough to damage 
John Major by siphoning off 
votes which would otherwise be 
Tory. Over the three weeks the 
IndependentfHaxm polls have 
been running, 60 per cent of 
Referendum Party supporters 
say they voted Tory at the last 
election. This could see up to a 
dozen extra seats falling to 
Labour which would otherwise 
have stayed Tbty. 

However, our latest poll sug- 


gests voters are not too worried 
about a Labour landslide. 
More people - 35 per cent z 
want a “large Labour majority 
than anv other election out- 
come; trie next most popular is 
“small Labour majority", pre- 
ferred bv 20 percent. Only 7 per 
cent want “a hung parliament 
with the minority parties hold- 
ing the balance of power”; Iff 
per cent want 3 small Tory ma- 
jority and 10 per cent a large 
Tbrv majority ( 18 per cent don’t 
know). 

A Blair landslide is most 
popular among Labour sup- 
porters but, surprisingly, 40 per 


The Incfependerrf/Harris PoB 

Labour 56% 

Conservative 29% 

Lib Dam 10% 

Others 5% 

Harris Research interviewed 
1,016 adults face-to-face in 
their homes between 14 and 
17 March. 


cent of liberal Democrats de- 
scribed a small or large Labour 
victory as their “best" outcome. 

And. despite a change in 
question wording to try to prove 
otherwise, the evidence from 
our latest poll continues to be 
that the Tory vote is softer than 
Labour’s- 

Last week, we asked how cer- 
tain people were to vote for the 
party they named. This week, we 
simply asked how certain peo- 
ple were to vote at ail, but again 
Labour voters were markedly 
more likely to say that they 
would turn out 69 per cent said 
that they would “certainly"# 
vote, compared with 60 per 
cent of Tories. 


Officials stay mum 
on nursery helpline 


Lucy Ward 


A helpline for parents seeking 
information about nursery 
vouchers has been replaced 
with pre-recorded information 
on an answering machine in case 
civil servants nude comments on 
the future of the scheme. 

With just days to go before 
the voucher scheme’s nation- 
wide launch on 1 April, ma- 
chines replaced people on the 
end of the freephone line to 
meet guidelines on the separa- 
tion of government and politics 
during the election campaign. 


The Department for Educa- 
tion and Employment, which 
runs the line, said Cabinet Of- 
fice rules meant civil servants 
could not be exposed to ques- - 
lions such as whether vouchers 
would continue in 1998. 

Under the scheme, parents of 
four-year-olds wffl be entitled to 
apply for vouchers for approved 
nursery care worth £1,100. 
More than half a million have 
already applied, but about 
100,000 have yet to do so. 

Labour has pledged to dis- 
continue nursery vouchers after 
their first year tf it wins power. 


Ten Tories who must wait until after the election to see if their names are in the clear 



Sir Andrew 
Bowden 


Lady Olga 
Maitland 


Gerry Malone, Neil 
health minister Hamilton 


Michael 

Brown 


Norman Lamont, Sir Peter 
ex-Chancellor Hordern 


Sir Michael 
Giyife 


Sleaze report casts shadow over MPs 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 


The short report from the Stan- 
dards and Privileges Committee 
issued yesterday cleared 15 
MPs of any wrongdoing, but 
leaves eighlToiy MPs -and two 
others who are standing down 
- going into the election with- 
out having cleared their names. 

Sir Gordon Downey, the Par-* 
limnemary Commissioner for 
Standards, stressed that in his 
interim report, which he only Is- 
sued because of the outen over 
the delay in the publication of 
rhe lull report, that “no con- 
clusion*” should be drawn 
about the conduct of the re- 
maining MPs still under inves- 
tigation. 


The report exonerated II 
Tories whose elect ion funds re- 
ceived money from the lobby- 
ist lan Greer, who had been 
given the funds by Mohammed 
AI Fayed, owner of Harrods. 
mostly for their 19S7 and 1992 
election campaigns. Three 
Labour MPs - Chris Smith. 
Doug Hovle. and Gwyneth 
Dunwoody - also rcceh ed mon- 
ey from Mr Greer, together with 
one Liberal Democrat. Alan 
Bcilh. The Tories are: Robert 
Atkins. Vivian BendaJl. John 
Bowls. Sir Graham Bright. Sir 
Anthony Durant David Mellor. 
Michael Portillo. David Shaw, 
Sir Malcolm Thornton. Sir Ger- 
ard Vaughan and Sir John 
Wheeler. 

Sir Gordon savs that the 


rules current at the 1987 and 
1992 elections, required regis- 
tration of donations - in the 
Members' Interest Register - 
where these exceeded 25 per 
cent of the members election 
expenses. The implication is that 
the amounts received by these 
MPs were below this limit. 

The remaining MPs include 
the five which have been most 
closely associated with Mr 
Greer Sir Michael Grylls - 
w ho is not standing - Michael 
Brown, Sir .Andrew Bowden, 
Tim Smith and Neil Hamilton. 
All are alleged either to have 
asked cash for questions or not 
declared interests. Mr Hamilton 
has denied receiving money for 
asking questions in the House. 

Tim Smith, who received 


£18.000 from Mr Greer, said in 
a statement : “Although Mr AI 
Fayed paid me fees, there was 
never any suggestion of specif- 
ic amount per question and it 
cannot, therefore, be described, 
as Car as 1 am concerned, as 
'cash for questions'. In January 
1995, 1 told the executive coun- 
cil of Beaconsfield Constituen- 
cy Conservative Association 
that the total amount was in the 
order of £IS,000.” 

Sir Gordon is also continuing 
investigations into three MPs 
whose campaigns received do- 
nations from Mr Greer in the 
1987 election. They are: Nor- 
man Lamont, the former Chan- 
cellor, whose fund received 
£2,000. Gerry Malone, the 
health minister, whose cam- 


paign got £1,000 andNirj Deva, 
the MP for Brentford and Isle- 
worth who received £500 and 
who confirmed that he was one 
of those still being investigated 
by Sir Gordon. 

The two others still being in- 
Yfstttated are .Sir Peter 
Hordern, who is standing down' 
and who is alleged to have re- 
ceived money in exchange for" 
asking questions about Lonibo 
arms deals, and Lady Olga 
Maitland, who is alleged to 
have received “commissions" 
from Mr Greer. 

Former members of Parlia- 
ment who are also alleged to 
have received money from Mr 
Greer include Lady Chalker and 
Lord Mcymhan, but Sir Gordon 
has no jurisdiction over them. 


The report, agreed by the 
Standards and Privileges Com- 
mittee on Wednesday nigh t, 
and which only consisted of 
paragraphs, says that the 
MPs regret that Sir Gordon has 
not managed to complete his 
full report in time, saying this 
was because of “the complexi- 
ty of fee web of accusations that 
have been made against certain 
members". 

It also appears to give succour 
to the Government's argument 
that there was not time to have 
a proper discussion of the report 
by acting that even if Sir Gor- 
don had managed to complete 
his inquiry, there may have 
been the need for “further 
hearings" which could take 
“considerable tune". 
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Anfliony Bovms 

folftical Editor " 1 

The Government has stalled any 
further action on the 4S-hour- 
week Working Time Directive, 
in spite of its promise to “obey 
the law" as laid down by the Eu- 
ropean Court, of Justice, 
last year. ' 

After the court upheld the cB> 
rective 7 lan Lang. President of 
the Board of Trade, issued a 
consultation document on its 
implementation. Giving a threes - 
month deadline for replies, be 
said; “We will the take stock of 
the position in the light -of 
responses.” • 

That deadline ended tin 6 
March, but a .Whitehall source- 
said yesterday that there wasflo 
chance whatsoever of any thin g 
now being donety ministers be- 
fore the election, if only because 
the prorogation of Parliament 
tomorrow left no time for any 
statutory action. 

Even ifLabour wins the elec- 
tion, the earliest that any thing 
can happen is the middle of 
May. following the opening of 
the new parliament 
If the Conservatives win tiie 
election, John Major will de- 


mand a_<±ange'oftrealy law, ret- 
rospectively stopping tfie use of 
health and safety provisions to 
enact employment law. ' 

- Michael ^Heseltine, the 
Deputy Pome Minister, told a 


ference' yesterday that the 
Warinng Time Directive had 
, been introduced “wrongly, un- 
der the wrong treaty base - un- 
-der the health and safety 
provisions." 

He said: “We are totally op- 
posed to that; and we intend to 
secure an amendment to 
nullify that nr the inter-gov- 
ernmental conference. 

“We are totally opposed to 
what has happened” He added: 
“We have to keep withm the tew 
of the land, but' it is our inten- 
tion to-change the law. 1 * 

Mr Heseltine also said that 
Labour’s eagerness to comply 
with the directive was one of a 
number of reasons win/ Labour 
.could not be trusted to maintain 
the Government’s record of 
cutting unemployment. 

“I am proud or our achieve- 
ment oh unemployment," he 
said after the announcement of 
the 68,000 foil in claimant un- 
employment for February. 


Replying to Labour's pledge 
to create a Cabinet minister with 
responsibility for employment, 
Mr Heseltine said: “We already 
have a minister for jobs. He’s 
called the Prime Minister. 

“But 1 am fearful for our 
achievement. Whichever of 
Tony Blair’s policies one looks 
at, there is a threat to people in 
work.” 

A Conservative brief on the 
directive said it would “make 
labour markets less flexible, 
destroy jobs and damage pros- 
perity. 

“It is part of a wider Euro- 
pean social agenda which is 
alien to the flexible, voluntarist 
traditions whkfi exist in the UK 
The British government has 
estimated that the directive 
could cost business up to £2bn 
every year.” 

A TUC spokesman said, 
however, that the compliance 
cost assessment of £1.8bn was 
based on an assumption of 
people being given paid leave 
at an hourly wage rate of £8.32 
- something completely mis- 
conceived when the people 
who would mainly benefit were 
part-time employees on low 
wages. 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent . ' . 

Up to £5m in political adver- 
tising is set to flow into the me- 
dia’s coffers during the genera] 
election campaign from pres- 
sure groups and trade unions 
seeking to define the election’s 
agenda without actually telling 
the electorate how.to vote. . ; . 

Labour's £3m; advertisings 
fund for the election has been 
almost doubled by non-party 
advertisers who promote poli- 
cies sympathetic to the party. 

Advertising from the TUC, 
the National Union of Teachers 
and die publk service union 
Unison will amount to more 
than £2m by the time the elec- 
tion campaign finishes. • • 

In addition, the Dunblane 
Snowdrop Petition announced 
last week that it was spending 
£lm on cinema advertisements 
to get the total hand gun ban 
that the Labour Party supports. 

The three trade union cam- 
paigns, which use poster hoard- 
ings. cinemas and newspapers 
nation-wide, highlight issues 
such as class sizes and employ- 
ee rights which the Labour 
Party won’t cover in its own ad- 


vertising. “The campaigns are 
independent of each other," 
says a source close to the 
Labour Party’s advertising. 
“Obviously they are helpful, 
hut Labour wouldn’t necessar- 
ily follow those themes if the 
unions didn't" 

- The party denies it co-ordi- 
nates advertising with the 
unions even although Unison 
shares its advertising agency, 

. BMP. DDB. with Labour. 

• Also Kkety to prove helpful 
••'to -the Labour Party are cam- 
paigns such as Rock The Vote, 
which is targeting first-time 
voters, and Operation Black 
Vote, which aims to get black 
and Asian voters out in SO key 
seats. Neither hasmuch mon- 
ey but they have been given free 
space in youth and music mag- 
azines. 

Plugging into the Conserva- 
tive side are much smaller ad- 
vertisers who mainly buy whole 
pages in the national press. 
Even the larger advertisers, 
like the Friends of Independent 
Schools, which is campaigning 
against a Labour government 
that would abolish the assisted 
places scheme, has a budget of 
less than £100,000. Also on the 


Tbiy side are the hunting and 
shooting lobbies, such as the 
' British Reid Sports Association 
which wants to keep fox hunt- 
ing legal. 

However, campaigns sympa- 
thetic to the Tories are dwarfed 
by the Conservatives’ own 
advertising budget which is like- 
ly to hit £15m by the end of the 
campaign. 

More ambiguous political 
advertisers include the Associ- 
ation of Retired Persons and 
People Over 50. which cam- 
paigns against age discrimina- 
tion. and London First, the 
lobbying group for London 
which is campaigning against 
funding cuts for the London 
Underground. 

Much of the advertising will 
be placed in popular and mid- 
market newspapers, where 
floating voters are perceived to 
be found in the greatest num- 
bers. "The general election 
flushes out a whole series of 
groups from all over the polit- 
ical spectrum," said Mike Iron- 
ride, advertising sales director 
of The Daily Mail. “Newspapers 
are ideally placed to benefit 
because of they can unn around 
ads at short notice”. 
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Check up: Liberal Democrat health spokesman Simon Hughes having his eyes tested yesterday by John 
O'Donnell, assistant clinical director of the Institute of Optometry in south London Photograph: Jason Bye 


Simon Hughes yesterday set out 
his vision for a Liberal Demo- 
crat government. Mr Hughes, 
the party’s health spokesman, 
emphasised the commitment io 
restoring free eye tests which 
were abolished in IWi. 

He said the number of people 
registered as partly sighted rose 
by one-quancr in ihe four years 
since free check-ups were 
scrapped. In parliamentary an- 
swers. the Government revealed 
lhai there had been a 57 per ix-m 
rise in cataract treatment be- 
tween 1991 and 1995 and a +4 per 
cent increase for glaucoma. 

In a news eon ference Mr 
Hughes also claimed that one 
in two people were more like- 
ly to visit a dentist regularly if 
The check-up was free. 

The policies would be fund- 
ed by putting an extra 5p on a 
packet of cigarettes, which would 
also pay for a freeze on pre- 
scription charges pending a full 
rev ievv of the system. “It is clear 
that thousands of pe« >plc are slip- 
ping through the ncL If caught 
curb, conditions like glaucoma 
and cataracts can be prevented 
or treated, rather than resulting 
in more expensive treatment 
and even sight loss later on." 

John O'Donnell, assistant 
clinical director of the Institute 
of Opiumeuy, said there was no 
doubt that some people became 
visually impaired because they 
were unable to afford eve tests. 
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Up and away: Michael Wills and Jufia Drown, Labour’s candidates for Swindon, 
Mp John Prescott to release 250 balloons yesterday Photograph: Darren Jack 


Ran Abrams 

Ftalttkal Correspondent . \ . 

It’s here at last Tom' Bteir'ssbah 
election pledge. New* Labour. 
New Britain. New baseball caps. 
American -style campaigning 
has hit election *97 with a 
vengeance. ■ , 

Labour's latest balloons-and- 
baubles sales initiative has 

caused consternation among 

sense Shadow Cabinet mem- 
bets, though; The party’s most 
senior politicians have been 
sent glossy catnips 0 ® 8 
everything from mugs to soil- 
ing umbrellas. Bat the pitch has 

raised questions. 

• Are they supposed totoy 
their own rediaUoons .(10 So r 
£1) and blow them up m the 
bade. of their hired Rovers cm 
tte way to th* 

The dotbes cm offer are also 


leacting ton few wrinkled noses. 

John Prescott might just about 
cany off a “New Labour, New 
Hope” sweatshirt, but what 
about the more sfraigbt-Jaced 
figures on Labour's front , 
bench? Gordon Brown, for ex- 
. ampler certainly does not Took 
tike a man who would be com- 
fortable in a bright red “Win 
*9T hat (£459). And as for the 
ties; red witb a single red rose 
(silk. £1 1.99) is predictable, but 
who on earth put in that blue 
version (polyester, 47.99)? 

The vision summoned up by 
the party's new mail order cat- 
alogue will strike terror into the 
heart of many an Old Labour 
footsokSer. Even the battered 
election car which used to cruise 
the streets with a -megaphone, 
strapped to its roof will be re- 
placed by a New Labour ver- 
son. Now candidates win amply 


slip a copy of the party's theme 
tune into the in-car stereo sys- 
tem of their Rover. 

The tape of DrReam’s 
“Things can only get better” 
, (£2.99 with a smiling picture of 
Tbny Blair on the box), is the 
crowning glory of Labour’s 1997 
election sales push- Each short 
burst of songis followed by a 20- 
second gap into which the can- 
didate is supposed to inject his 
or her personalised version of 
Labour's five campaign pledges. 

The big question for Election 
’97.' though, is not so much 
about the balloons as about the 
balloon- wavers. Are the same SO 
people following Mr Blair 
around the country with the 
same 500 red rose balloons, or 
is Wiiworih Road shipping con- 
signments to photo-opportu- 
nity venues around the country? 
The nation should be told 


PERSONAL 
HANDS-FREE KIT 
(WORTH £49.99) WITH 
THE NEW NOKIA 16U 
DIGITAL PHONE 


If you use your mobile phone 
whilst driving you could he 
breaking the law, but with this 
special offer you can talk and 
drive in complete safety 
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election countdown 




McAliskey aims 



take on McGuinness 


David MdGttrlck 

Ireland Correspondent 


Martin McGuinness: Receiving lion’s share of attention 


Tbe Northern Ireland election 
campaign flared into life yes- 
terday with the announcement 
that Roisin McAliskey is plan- 
ning to stand for parliament in 
the pivotal Mid-Ulster seat. 

Miss McAliskey, who is eight 
months’ pregnant, is being held 
on remand in Holloway prison 
in north London. She is con- 
testing a German request for 
her extradition to face ques- 
tioning about an ERA bombing 
attack in Osnabruck. 

The move has stirred up a 
number of ancestral ghosts. In 
1969, Miss McAliskey’s mother, 
Bernadette, caused a sensation 
when she won the same seat as 
a nationalist unity candidate 
and became the youngest-ever 
MF at Westminster. 

In 198L while highly active as 

a champion of republican pris- 
oners’ rights during the trau- 
matic hunger strikes period. 



Bernadette McAliskey: Urge 
candidates to stand aside 

Mis McAliskey was shot and al- 
most killed by loyalist gunmen 
at her home. In the same year 
the IRA hunger striker Bobby 
Sands was elected MP for the 
neighbouring Fermanagh & 
South TVrone constituency. 

The name of McAliskey has 
thus been associated with some 

of the meet notable events of the 


■Doubles. In this instance the in- 
tervention has caused a stir, 

thrown the result in Mid-Ulster 

into uncertainty, and made in- 
evitable a tense period of stand- 

oHx and mounting pressures- 
The seat is currently held by 
the Democratic Unionist ME 
the Rev William McCrea, but 
since h has a nationalist majority 
the Social Democratic and 
Labour Party and Sinn Fein are 
^tmpaignmg hard to replace 
him The SDLP candidate, De- 
nis Haughey, is one of party 
leader John Hume’s closest 

aides and one of the party’s best 

backroom intellectuals. 

But his candidacy has been 
eclipsed by the fact that Sinn 
Fein has moved one of its best- 
known leaders, Martin McGuin- 
nes s into the constituency. The 
high-profile republican, has re- 
ceived the lion’s share of pub- 
licity and public attention. • 
Announcing her daughter’s 
candidacy, Mrs McAliskey 
asked other nationalist candi- 


requested. Sinn rein, con- 
trast, said carefully that if this . 

a realistic proposition the 
McAliskey family, Snn Fem and- 
the SDLP should discuss this - 

issue out fully” - . - 

Both Sinn Fem and the 
SDLP will be approaching the 
question sensitively, since a 
sizeable human rights cam- 
paign has been built around the 

issue of the conditions under 

which Ms McAliskey, who is 




. standing uXKjeruu 

has been held in Holloway. 
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WHICH FIAT BRAVA 
WOULD YOU PREFER? 



1. THIS BRAVA FOR ^ ^ 
>3.90 DEPOSIT, £144 A MOHffl AND 
FINAL PAYMENT? (APR 5.3%) 


2. THIS BRAVA FOR 
£2,494.78 DEPOSIT, AND £288 
A MONTH? (APR 3.1%) 




Cosh Prvcvt 

£12/470.73 

35 SoNUT 

Pnymh 

£144.00 

Deposit 

£4,393.90 

rmed Payawnt* 

(hcGUaphontNl 

£3,789^7 

Amount 

£8,076.83 

APR 

5.3% 

Paried 

37 Months 

Total Cbargo 

ForCrodb 

£961.94 

firtt Payment 

{me £65 admin **■) 

£209.00 

Total Amovflt Payablo 

£13/432-67 


2. LOW DEPOSIT APR 3.1% 






occasion". ' ■ •' 

She added: ^ thereof the 

continued refusal (rftlteBntisli 

court to acknowledge herright 
to bail and the British admin- 
Stratton's racist belligerexKX, m- 
sult and inhumanity, we fed tins 
may be her only oppoitiimty to 
secure her release before t)ie 

birth of her child.* 1 . 

Mr Haughey was quick to re- 

i cni p would not 
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Labour. 21 oer cent LibcralDe- 


‘ Labour is winning over the 
electorate on education issues 
bat teachers have abandoned 
their old loyalties to the Tones, 
according to two polls pub- 
lished today. „ 

A Hards opinion poll cotn- 
mwacin ried by the 150 ^ 300 -sttong 
Association of Teachers and 
Lecturers in the nm-up to its an- 
nual conference next week, put 
Labour well ahead df-its rivals 
on four key education polity 

1SS Qf more than 1 , 000 voters in- 
tavfewed, more trusted Labour 
than either of the other mam 
parties to invest more cash m 
schools, get tbe best out .of 
teachers, offer the best job 

prospects for children and raise 

I the quaBly of education. 

. Almost 60 per cent thought 
Labour would increase schools 
spending, giving theparty a 34- 
point lead over the Conserva- 
tives, though Gordon Brown, the 
shadow Chancellor, has pledged 
to stick to the Government’s 
public spending targets for two 
years. Tbny Blair, the Labour 
leader, has promised to give ed- 
ucation a tagger slice of the cake 
after five years: 

The Consmvatives trailed in 
third place, behind Labour and 
the liberal Democrats, with 48 
per cent of the piiblic believing 
they would hot deliver on any 
of. the key questions posed. 

An ICm poll commissioned 
by tbeNatkmal Union of Teach- 
ers, found that nearly 40 per 
cent of 530 teachers questioned 
last month said they had not de- 
| ckted how to vote. Of those who 
did declare their intentions, 59 
per cent said. they would vote 


mocral cent Con- 

Se ^5g'McAvoy, the^W^ 
general secretary, said: Backm 

1979. there was a very significant 
level of support among teach- 
ers for the Conservative Farty. 
The message to the political par- 
ties is that there is a teach©® - 
vote still out there and it js tor 
them to declare their policies 
over the next few weeks to 
attract that vote.” . 

Teachers pul more funding 
for schools and lower class sizes 
at the top of their list of prior- 
ities. He suggested that figures 
showing that S5 per cent of 
teachers aged 22-34 were satis- 
fied with their jobs, compared 
with only 43 per «m of the 
over-45s, reflected the fact thar 
older teachers could remember 
-what seemed like a golden ag: 
before the Conservatives came 

to power. 

He also warned that teacher 
unions would take on a Labour 
government if it refused to sup- 
ply enough money for schools. 
“AVe shall pot the same pressure 
about funding on any govern- 
ment, irrespective of its colour. 
We shall cry to persuade Gor- 
don Brown, the shadow Chan- 
cellor, when he prepares his fust 
budget, that education needs 
more." 

Peter Smith, general secretary 
of the ATL. urged Mr Blunkctt 
tq use the first 100 days of a 
'Labour government to hold a 
“summit meeting" with the pro- 
/ fession. “He has a huge oppor- 
tunity to call together all the key 
figures and be absolutely can- 
did with them; tell them what 
can be dqne hi year one and ask 
them what their priorities are," 
he said. ; 
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Michael Streeter 


CashPricat 

£12/470.73 

34 HndUy 

Pay—** 

£308.00 

Dopant 

£2/494.78 

Final Paywwat • 

(me £25 option fw) 

£313.00 - 

Amaant 

£9/975.95 

APR 

3.1% 

Period 

36 Months 

TMai Cbargo 

ForCrmUT 

£482.05 

FirstPaynwat 

(he £65 admmfeo) 

£353^)0 

Total Amount PayabU 

£12/952J r 8 


Afteryeaiscf tabkwf revelations' 
about their nocturnal activities, . 
MPs have finally revealed what 
they realty doin.bed-slip be:\ 
tween the pages of a good book. 

In a survey of 61-MPs by the 
Sleep Oouncfl, nearly half said 
reading helped them relax for 
sleep, 15 per cent watched tele- 
vision, 7 per cent claimed they 
talked to their wife, and one 
(Labour) MP said counting 
Tories toting their seats did the 
trick. None mentioned ses. ' 
Tfiemltimate luxury., at bed- 
time for Labour’s Joe Ashton 
was “a dark room and quiet, hav- 
ing been to See Sheffield 
Wednesday win, followed by 


Would you like a Fiat Brava that offers a mouth-watering °f ^ 
practicality and rare originality? One that was voted European Car of the 

1996. and Top Gear m a gaz in e's 1997 Top Family Car? 

Or would you prefer a Brava with standard features like electric sunroo , 

power assisted steering. central locking. 6 speaker RDS stereo radkveassette and 


driver's airbag? All carefully incorporated into an unusually epaefaos interior. 

Yon don’t have to think too hard about it. These Brava* are identical, they can 
both give yon an of these things. The only difference is how you pay. 

Visit your locsl dealer or call 0SO0 717000 or http-7/www^at.com on the 
Internet for more information. 
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two or three pinls'and fish and 
chips”. Tory Peter Butler opted 
for white cotton sheets, a view 
of a warm ocean and good 
company - “ray wife, of coursel”.. 
liberal Democrat -Alan Beith 
chose the bed in. ihe "Speaker’s 
state room in the’Gqmmons. 

The Sleep Council which 
promotes- beajthy- tieepmg, 
asked the-MPs how much sleep 
they expected.to getduring the 
run-up .to 1 May. More than 
one-third said tix hours sleep or 
less a night - a figure that in- 
creased to more than half 
among IJberaLpemacrat MB’s, 

- - ‘ When MPs were asked 

what they roost looked forward 
to after the election, more than 

40percemchoseag3odnight’5 
sleep mid a lie-in. Surprisingly, 
One^quafrter expected to be m 
bed by imdmght on election 
night’ thda^iwhether through 
confidence; defeatism or sheer 
exhaustion was not 'clear.,. 
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GSenda Cooper 

Social Affaire Correspondent- 


may axe home helps, say law lords 


j-flca] authorities inajnvitbtlraw 

and disabled if they cannot af- 
ford to provide them, the House 
of Lords ruled yesterday. •; ■ • 
In a ruKrtgofynal nxqxjrtancie 
to the Gqvenudent’s commii-’" 
nily care policy, the Law Lords, 
in a 3-2 majority decision, held 
that a person's home help needs 
“cannot sensibly be assessed 


without having some regard to 
the cqsT. , 

.Gloucestershire County 
. Cocmda and the Secretary of 
State for Health, Stephen Dar- 
rell, were challenging a Court 
of Appeal decision last year, in 
1994 the councD had withdrawn 
services to 1500 disabled peo- 
ple after £2_5m cuts. in govern- 
ment funding. An appeal, 
backed by.the Royal Association 
for Disability and Rehabilitation, 
was brought on behalf of one of 



those affected. 81 -year-old 
Michael Bany, who had suffered 
a heart attack and a stroke. He 
also has poor eyesight and uses 

a walking frame as a result of a 
fractured hqj. 

from 1992. the council had 
organised , home care, visiting 
Mr Bany twice a week to do 
shopping, laundry and cleaning 
as well as providing a meals on 
wheels service. But in Septem- 
ber 1994, the council informed 
him that cleaning and laundry 


services would be withdrawn af- 
ter government cuts which left 
it wrth “nowhere near enough 
to meet demand". 

The 1970 Chronically Sick 
and Disabled Persons Act states 
that, where a local authority is 
satisfied that it necessary to 
meet the needs of a disabled 
person, it “shall make arrange- 
ments" for one or more of a 
range of specified services to be 
provided. The High Court ruled 
that it would be “impractical 


and unrealistic" to stop coun- 
cils making cuts if their budgets 
were reduced. 

But last June. Court of Ap- 
peal judges ruled that the ecun- 
ril was wrong to consider its own 
financial resources when as- 
sessing the needs of disabled 
people and deriding whether 
there would have to he cuts. 

Lord Nieholls said yesterday: 
“A person's need for a particu- 
lar type or level of service can- 
not be decided in a vacuum 


from which all considerations of 
cost hare been expelled." 

But one >-»! the dissenting Law 
Lords. Lord Uoyd of Berwick 
said the council was left in a 
“wretched position ... through 
no fault i >f their own" 

"Even if the council wished 
to raise the money itself to meet 
the need by increasing council 
tax, it would be unable to do so 
hj reason of government-im- 
posed rate-capping.’’ He said. 
He said he had read the tes- 


timony of ihc council’s director 
of social services, and its chief 
executive, "with something ap- 
proaching despair." 

-Masi depressing uf all” were 

councillors’ feelings of “abhor- 
rence" at the tough choices chat 
had had 10 be made. A disabled 
person’s needs "cannot be af- 
fected by the local authority's in- 
ability to meet those needs", he 
said. “Evere child needs a new 
pair of shoes from time to time. 
The need is not less because his 


parents cannot afford them.” 
Lord Lloyd said the decision 
had enabled Gloucestershire 
and other local authorities to es- 
cape from the “impossible sit- 
uation" in which they had been 
placed by lack of central gov- 
ernment funding. “The passing 
of the Chronically Sick and 
Disabled Persons Act 1970 was 
a noble aspiration." he wrote. 
“Having willed the end. Parlia- 
ment must be asked to provide 
the means." 


answer to 



Michael Streeter 

In a deduction worthy of Sher- 
lock Holmes, a science histori- 
an yesterday pubfidy impfic«ftyl 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle in the 
infamous Piltdown Man hoax, 
citing the renowned author’s' 
own silence on the celebrated 
palaeontological prank to back 
his case. 



Sir Arthur Cohan Doyfe: 
Alleged hoaxer 

Richard Milner, a historian 
at the American. Museum* of 
Natural History in New York, 
said that although the 1912 
“tfisoovay^of remains of the so- 
called “Earliest Englishman” 
took place close to Sir Arthur’s 
home, near to where he played 
golf and that he knew the char-, 
acters involved, there had been ' 
no overt reference to -the 
matter in any of his writings. • 

Referring to the author’s fic- 
tional detective. Mr Milner 


said: “It is like the dog that did 
not bark in the night. Why 
didn't Sir Arthur’ refer to it? It 
was a very exciting find.” 

The riddle of who carried out 
the bare hoax- exposed in 1953 
as a mixture of a human skuQ 
and orang-utan jaw - has long 
intrigued scientists and histori- 
- arts.. 

Early suspects included 
Charles Dawson, the solicitor 
who found the remains in a Sus- 
sex quarry, later widening to Sir 
Arthur as well. Last year Pro- 
fessor Brian Gardiner of King's 
College, London, said he was 
“100 per cent” certain that the 
hoaxer was Martin Hinton, the 
Natural History Museum's cu- 
rator of zoology in 1912. - 

Yesterday, ra a debate or- 
ganised by Ibe Linnean Society, 
(named after the inventor of the 
.system of Latin classification for 
flora and fauna), Mr Mflner, 
Professor Gardiner and other 
experts put forward rival theo- 
ries for the culprit. 

Mr Mflner told The Inde- 
pendent that his main evidence 
against Sir Arthur was his mo- 
tive, and clues in his novel The 
Lost World - in which a scien- 
tist announces the discovery of 
dinosaurs to a sceptical scien- 
tific establishment He rejects 
the theory the hoax was perpe- 
trated bjTa ^dentist trying to 
brake amputation; and suggests 
the instigator was someone try- 
ing to show up the gullibility of 
scientists. - 

The writers motive, said Mr 
Mflner, came from his devotion 



Missing fink: 'Piltdown Man’, a faked remains found in 1912. Was the hoax perpetrated by Sherlock Holmes's creator to discredit evolutionists? 


to spiritualism, a belief widely 
ridiculed by scientists. In par- 
ticular. Sir Arthur was angered 
by the prosecution of his 
favourite psychic, Henry Slade, 
by an evolutionist in 1876. 

“Conan Doyle bad the deep- 
en kind of motive for wanting to 
take revenge on scientists,” said 
Mr Milner. The author had ex- 
ploited English scientists' desire 
to find their own prehistoric ha- 
man bones at a time when both 
France and Germany already 
bad their own collections. 

Mr Mflner also believes Sir 
Arthur left an abundance of 
clues in The Lost World - pub- 
lished in the same year as the 
hoax - that suggest he was be- 
hind the staining and placing of 


the bones. One of its characters 
is quoted saying that faking 
bones was as easy as faking 
photographs. 

The book also contains a 
key. containing 18 characters, 
which Mr Mflner believes is a 
cryptogram holding the solution 
to the Piltdown hoax, a device 
be may have borrowed from 
Jules Verne. 

“I think Conan Doyle want- 
ed to be discovered quite quick- 
ly,” said Mr Mflner. However, 
as the outbreak of war loomed. 
Sir Arthur had wanted to advise 
the Government on the dangers 
of German U-boats, and thus 
did not want to be known as a 
hoaxer. “The cryptogram 
changed from edition to edition 


— 1 think he thought that as the 
secret was not discovered quick- 
ly he would obscure it" 

Mr Milner said he was con- 
fident of his theory, but con- 
ceded that the riddle was 
unlikely to be solved definitively 
unless some “genius" cracked 
the cryptogram, or unless pri- 
vate papers of Sir Arthur, which 
may be available for study in the 
next few years, revealed his 
involveraent- 

“I am not trying to denigrate 
Conan Doyle, he was a very ho- 
nourable man. I think no less of 
him for doing it- he believed 
it was the most important thing 
in the world to convert people 
to what was essentially his reli- 
gion. ' said Mr Milner. 


Celebrated hoaxes of the 20th century 


The famous 1934 picture of the Loch Ness monster in fact 
showed a model based on a Woolworth’s toy submarine with 
a plastic head made by a team of hoaxers. 

In 1938. six million listeners to CBS radio heard a “news 
bulletin" announcing an invasion by Martians. People took to 
the streets in panic, thinking the broadcast, which was part of 
Orson Welles's adaptation of War of the Worlds , was really 
taking place. 

German forger Konrad Kajau fooled eminent historians and 
The Sunday Times with Hitter's diaries, which he wrote to pay 
for a drunken affair. 

in 1 995, the Queen was tricked into broadcasting a message 
of support to Canada by a DJ called Pierre Brassard posing 
as the Canadian Prime Minister, Jean Chretien. 

A Capital Radio DJ once announced that because of the 
adjustment between GMT and BST, April 5 and April 12 had 
been cancelled. 


FO seeks 
report as 
police fire 
on fans 


Kim Sengupta 


Foreign Office officials yesterday 
demanded an explanation from 
Portugal after dozens of Man- 
chester United fans protested 
about the use of rubber bullets 
and tear gas by police after a 
ftvubalf match in Oporto. 

At least 20 fans were in- 
jured. eight of them requiring 
hospital Veal mem. But there 
was confusion last night about 
what caused their wounds. 

The British Embassy in Lis- 
bon confirmed that ruhber hul- 
letswere fired by the police. But 
Delfim fttssns. head of police in 
Oporto denied this. He said al- 
though CS gas had been used 
~1 can guarantee that nut a sin- 
gle shot was fired. We evacuat- 
ed the fans with more civility 
than 1 think they expected, and 
that was nice at the end.” 

But United fans, who were 
returning to Manchester when 
the trouble erupted, accused the 
police of carrying out un- 
provoked baton charges outside 
the ground before the match, 
and firing on people leaving 
after the match. 

The Foreign Office said: "We 
are concerned at reports of in- 
juries to around 20 fans ... We 
are aware of reports, and have 
also been told by a number of 
fans, that their' injuries were 
caused by police batons and rub- 
ber pellets. Wc are seeking a fufl 
police report from the Por- 
tuguese authorities." 

However. Portuguese police 
accused United fans of being 
drunk and violent. One senior 
officer said police “were forced 
to use anti-riot equipment ’. 
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TRY THE EASIE5T-T0-USE PROJECTORS 
TWO DAY TRIAL* 

Getting up in front of a group of people just got 
easier— thanks to market-leading in focus* 
projectors. They’re the easiest to connect. 

The easiest to use. And with available DIP’’* 
technology. Hie graphics are even the easiest to 
see. In Focus projectors. The easiest way to get 
your point across. Brilliantly. 


In focus' 
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Ybu don’t have to 
move house 
to save £50* a month 
on your mortgage. 


•Mortgage example of £80,000 repayable over 25 years (300 monthly, payments). 


Lender 

APR 

(Variable) 

Monthly Repayments 
. (after tax relief) 

Monthly saving 
with Direct Line 

Total Payable 

WOOLWICH. 

7.7% 

£560.60 

£52.38 

£168,180 

HALIFAX. . 

7.8% 

£558.77 

£50.55 

£167,631 

Abbey national 

7.8%. 

£557.34 

£49.12 

£167,202 

DIRECT LINE 

6.5% 

£508.22 

- 

£152,466 


A PR* based on Standard Variable Hate Repayment mortgages, 
eamot tax legislation which may sfltec 


correct at 4th Matt* 1997. MIRAS has been cafcuteted under 


Transfer your mortgage to Direct Line and you could save around £50* a month. 

The legal fees are free when you transfer your existing mortgage. 

And there is a free valuation too. 

You can borrow up to 90% of the value of your home. 

No early redemption, arrangement or mortgage 
indemnity fees. 

We'll even guarantee to save you 20% ‘ on your 
existing buildings insurance. 

So don’t make a move until vou call Direct Line. 



0181 649 9099 


0161 831 9099 


MORTGAGE'S 


0141 221 9099 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. IND97 
http://www.direcriine.ca.uk A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 
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Shoulders together; 
fellow actor Ronald 


: Peter O'Toole (left) and Sean Connery were among the pall-bearers at the funeral yesterday fn north London of their 
Fraser, who died lost week Photogaph: Richard Chambury/Alpha 






Jason Bennetto . 

Crime Correspondent 


freon and community sentences 
do not- defer addicts from tak- 
ing drugs and in some cases re- 
sult in greater consumption, 
accortfi^todiefindingsafanew 
Home Office study. 

Drug offenders who are 
jailed actually increase the 
amount and variety of illegal' 
substances they use a year af- 
ter their imprisonment, the re- 
port concluded. Offenders who 
get non-custodial sentences 
continue to take about the 
same amounts of drugs. The 
study also found that only about 
5 per cent of the sample re- 
ceived regular drug treatment 
in the community 12 months af- 
ter being sentenced. 


SIEMENS 


The Siemens S6. 


It could even 



get home 


earlier. 


; The Siemens S6 is the first mobile phone in the world to have full GSM Phase 2 ‘ 
i capabilities. Which means it's ready now for the services the networks will 
offer in the future. Better sound, better size, better features, better phones. : 
Better ring 0345 400 700 now, for details of your nearest stockist i 
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Talknology from 





The disturbing findings indi- 
cate that the aimoml justice sys- 
tem is failing to have any effect 
oh the dreg use among addicts. 
It also suggests t he current 
treatment programmes are ut- 
terly inadequate. A national 
drugs agency last night called for 
a radical change in treatment 

The report. Persistent Drug- 
Misusing Offenders, based on a 
study by Professor Philip Bean 
and’ Dianne Winterbum of 
Loughborough University, in- 
terviewed 148petastent dreg of- 
fenders. The sample, who were 
mostiyimemplqyed, white angle 
men in their twenties, had com- 
mitted a range of offences in- 
cluding burglary, theft, violence, 
and drug possession and supply. 

About half took heroin, four 
in ten had tried crack, and 
most took a combination of 
drugs which also included 
cannabis, amphetamine, tran- 
quillisers. and LSD. 

The group was interviewed a 
year after conviction - about 
half were given jail sentences 
and half community penalties - 
bat only 71 responded. 


Those who were impawned 
assumed more types of dreg m 
the month at the end of the year 

than at the beginning- from SI 

types to 101 - while the number 
oftiroes drugs we re use d in the 
month increased, from 23 per 
person to 3.1. For those who re- 
ceived a non-custodial senterax 
the rates declined slightly, but 
not significantly. Over the year, 
abont half the drug users were 
reconvicted of further offences. 

Tie report concluded that 
there was a “need for the crim- 
inal justice system to ensure that 
drug treatment is more widely 
... available than it is at present". 

Mike Goodman the director 
of Release, the national drug and 
legal help line, said the report 
hftd to be treated with caution 
because ft was a smaS surrey, but 
ft clearly showed drat jail or com- 
munity sentences foiled to stop 
addicts taking drugs- 

He said: “Ws need treat- 
ment and education to assist 
drag users to radically change 
their situations and habits. The 
criminal justice system has very 
little impact." 
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DAILY POEM 


England Nil 

By Anne Rouse 


The advance to Hamburg broke with aB the plans. 
Doug spelled them out in Luton Friday night ■ 
Someone had ballsed it up. A dozen vans 
Waited at convoy, ringside. Blue and white 
We stumbled through. The beer 
When we found it in that piss-hole of jerries 
Was aB we needed. Who won the war, 

Anyway? Who nuked Dresden? Two fairies 
Skittered behind the bar, talking Knout 
Or maybe Arabic. We docked the poison 
Smiles and chanted till the SS threw us out 
Stuttgart was a tea-party to this. One 
By one they\r nicked us. berserk with fear. ■ 

You've been Englished but you won 't forget it never. 


This poem isone of seven by the Washington-born. London- 
based An ~ 


Anne Rouse to appear in Making For Planet Alice, the 
recent anthology of 30 “new women poets” edited by Maura 
Dooley for Bloodaxe Books (£8.95). Other poets represent- 
ed include Susan Wicks, Jackie Kay, Mimi Khah/ad Ruth Badel 
and Kate Clanchy. 
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Patrick Cockbura 

Jerusalem 

Pales tinian demonstrators burl- 
ed rocks at Israeli troops in 
Bethlehem and Jewish settles 
moved into a Palestinian riktrin 
in East Jerusalem yesterday : 
further damaging the prospects 
fora peace agreement aitned^ at 
ending the Arab-Israeli conflict 

Theriot started' when.300 stu- 
dents from Bethlehem univer- 
sity held a march protesting at 
the construction of a Jewish 
township at Har Homa be- 
tween Bethlehem 'and Jeru- 
salem. As they approached 
Rachel's Tomb, a heavily forti- 
fied Jewish shrine protected by 
Israeli troops, 40 Pales tinian po- 
lice tried to hold them back, but 
were overrun. 

Sheltering behind a wall by a 
petrol station, the soldieisfired . 
tear gas grenades, but appeared 
to be under orders not to fire live 
rounds. A few stones came 
skimming towards the. troops 
and Palestinian boys raced for- 
ward to lob back the gas gren- 
ades. “Perfume from: Beth- 
lehem,'* said an Israeli police- 
man as choking onlookers were 
enveloped by a cloud of gas. 

Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian 
leader, appeared to be trying to 


prevent protests against Har 
Hama turning violent, fearing 
the Palestinians might forfeit in- 
ternational support. Nabi Amir, 
an adviser lo Mr Arafat, said on 
the Voice of Palestine; “The 
fruits of world support arrive 
'gradually. It is thanks to such 
support we have come this far.™ 

- Bat there is a diminishing ba- 
sis for cooperation or negotia- 
tions between -Israel and the 
Palestinians. A proposal by 
Bagamin Netanyahu, the Israeli 
Prime Minister, whereby the 
present interim phase of the 
Oslo accords, intended to end 
-the Israeli. occupation of the 
West Bank, would be dropped 
and a final agreement reached 
by the end of the year, was 
dimissed by Palestinian leaders. . 

In Jerusalem another devel- 
opment is likely to deepen 
Palestinian suspicions. Over- 
night, apparently witiuhe know- ' 
ledge of Mr Netanyahu, five - 
families belonging to the ex- 
treme settler organisation, El 
Ad, moved into a large house 
formerly occupied by Palestini- 
ans in the Silwan distinct of Jeru- 
salem. This is one of the most 
heavily contested areas of the 
dty, as it is only 300 yards from 
al Aqsa mosque ana occupies 
.the-site of ancient Jerusalem 




Clash of wills: A Palestinian protester dodging tear gas yesterday as he attempts to hurt a canister at Israeli soldiers in Bethlehem Photograph: AP 


captured by King David. “The 
settlers came at I pm. They have 
not said a word to us,” said Mo- 
hammed Abu Diab. a Palestin- 
ian who lives next door to the 
building taken by El Ad. Several 
Israeli men inside the bouse said 
they were from a security firm 
and would not speak. Later, Yi- 
gaal Canaan, the leader of El 
Ad, said: “This whole bill is pan 


of ancient Jerusalem and our or- 
ganisation's goal is for the whole 
hill to become Jewish.” 

He is not far from his aim. 
House after house in Silwan are 
sprouting Israeli flags. Under 
the Labour government be- 
tween 1992 and 1996, no Pales- 
tinian houses were taken over. 
Instead, El Ad and its sister or- 
ganisation, Ate re t Cohan im 


(Crown of the Priests), was the 
target of a government inquiry 
into how they had illegally re- 
ceived official funds to obtain 
Palestinian houses. But on Lhe 
morning of Mr Netanyahu's 
election victory last May - even 
before it was confirmed - El Ad 
resumed its campaign. 

The settlers have little sym- 
pathy for Palestinian occupants. 


Amir Ben David. 32. a settler 
born in the US. will move into 
a house above the biblical pool 
of Siloam, next week. He said: 
“There was a family here before, 
but the courts told them to 
leave. This is the City of David." 

Mr Ben David does not think 
Jewish settlement should end 
with the. City of David. “Those 
houses are built on the graves 


of Jews from the time of the 
Second Temple [destroyed by 
the Babylonians in 587BC1.” 

The Prime Minister's office 
said that it had known of the 
take-over by settlers in Silwan. 
but had not initiated it. In prac- 
tice. however, El Ad cannot act 
without coordination with the 
armed security guards paid for 
by the government. 


War memorial plan provokes a row all out of proportion 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington ' . • 

They're planning a spanking new 
Second World Whr monument here. : 
But as with almost every memorial in 
Washington, theprojecthassparked 
a conflict scarcely less fearsome than 
the one it is meant to commemorate. 

This week, Dob Dofe,-the defeat- 
ed 1996 Republican presidential can-, 
didate who was almost killed by a 
German . shell in - 1945, -formally 


launched a campaign to raise the 
JIGGro ( £6hn ) required for a suitable 
tribute to the war in which. 
- ‘America saved the world." 

Few here would disagree with that 
sentiment, nor with tbe proposed de- 
• sjgn -a plaza enclosed by a 50-foot 
high colonnade and ah embankment 
pianted with white roses. The prob- 
. lem is the chosen site, on tbe Whsh- 
.ington Mall right in the middle of one 
.of tire city's — mid the country’s - : 
greatest vistas, stretching from the 


Washington Monument to the 
Lincoln Memorial. 

• “Just like Cinderella’s stepsisters 
whose feet were too big for the glass 
slipper. World WhrTwo is simply too 
big for this site ,” Senator Bob Kerry 
of Nebraska, decorated Vietnam war 
hero and arcb-fbe of the proposed site, 
declared in a letter to the country's 
Battle Monuments Commission. The 
. editor of Architecture magazine went 
even further The plan, Deborah Di- 
etscb wrote, “dishonours” the ideals 


represented by the Mall. But such dis- 
putes are as predictable as the im- 
minent flowering of the cherry trees 
along the Potomac River. 

First there was the Vietnam Vet- 
erans’ Memorial, re-opening painful 
divisions between those who insisted 
it was too self-effacing, and those who 
believed that that war needed no 
memorial at all. But if Vietnam, oth- 
ers argued, then why not Korea? And 
so, a Korean War memorial was duly 
built Ah, but no women were fea- 


tured in Vietnam 1, it was objected. 
Thus the adjoining new Vietnam 
Womens’ Memorial. 

Then a squabble erupted over the 
shrine to Franklin Roosevelt under 
construction dose by. In the interests 
of historical accuracy, should not one 
of America’s greatest presidents be 
portrayed in a wheelchair and with the 
familiar cigarette holder jutting from 
his mouth? (The answers, after much 
debate involving the disabled and the 
anti-smoking lobbies: Yes, and No). 


And even the Holocaust Museum, 
with which no-one can surely quar- 
rel, provoked a dispute. If butchered 
European Jewry should be so re- 
membered, then why not an equal 
museum chronicling the uprootings 
and extermination of the American 
Indian? 

But Mr Dole should not be dis- 
couraged If controversy is certain, so 
is the outcome. The monuments get 
built in the end. and everybody loves 
them. 


New York — The president of 
the UN General Assembly yes- 
terday tired the starting gun for 
a race that could change the face 
of international politics. 

Razali Ismail, of Malaysia, 
presented a key resolution to 
enlarge the UN Security Coun- 
cil to allow Japan and Germany 
to become permanent mem- 
bers. but without veto power. 

The document would expand 
the 15-membcr council to 24 
seats, and it is considered the 
first serious attempt at concrete 
steps to reform the body after 
years of discussions. It envisages 
stages that would take about a 
year before final decisions are 
made and voted on by the as- 
sembly and the council. 

Five countries, the United 
States, Britain. France, China 
and Russia, are permanent 
members with veto powers. 

Mr Razali’s proposal would 
add five permanent members 
and four rotating non-perma- 
nent members. Two of the 
permanent members would be 
from industrialised states, and 
one each from Africa, Asia 
and Latin America. The four 
non-permanent members 
would be from Africa. Asia. 
Eastern Europe and Latin 
America. 

Bui none of the new mem- 
bers would have veto power, a 
provision which Japan and Ger- 
many are hound to oppose. 

Italy’s ambassador. Paulo 
Fulci, said Mr Razali’s propos- 
als would make the council less 
democratic, creating three, in- 
stead of two. categories of 
members. The British ambas- 
sador Sir John Weston said it 
was a good basis for negotiation 
and should lead to a decision by 
i be assembly. 

Mr Razali hopes his propos- 
al will be adopted by the Gen- 
eral Assembly in September, 
and that the assembly will vote 
on the actual members of the 
expanded Security Council by 
28 February 1998. a spokes- 
woman said. Under Lhe pro- 
posal. the assembly would vote 
a week later to amend the UN 
charter, she said. 
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Get on the ball with Britain's 
only money back credit card 


The new Alliance 6c Leicester Credit Card gives you 
money back on every' purchase, every year! There’s no 
other card like it in the li.K. today! 

Just look at aU the advantages you enjoy: 

9 money back on every purchase, every year 
I double money back of up to 2% in 1997 
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Bonn wants limit to first 
wave of Nato expansion 






.Agencies — Nato should invite 
only three new members when 
the alliance moves toward east- 
ward expansion this summer. 
German)' "s Defence Minister 
said yesterday, 

“1* favour starting carefully 
and then developing the rela- 
tionship between Nato and 
Russia." Volker Ruhe said. 
“In my view, we should start 
with three members." 

The alliance plans to offer 
some former Soviet bloc coun- 
tries membership at an al- 
liance summit meeting in 
Madrid on «S-9Juh. Poland, the 
Czech Republic and Hungary 
are the most likely candidates. 
But some countries have 
plumped for other candidates. 
Italy has backed Slovenia and 
France has called for Romania 
to be invited. 

Mr Ruhe s comments made 
it plain that Germany oppos- 
es widening the first group, al- 
though he said the allies have 
not made a final decision. Mr 
Ruhe added: "There must also 
be a clear signal that the 
process will continue." 


There is still debate within 
Nato over whether enlarge- 
ment will continue to include 
a second wave of countries. 

President Jacques Chirac 
said yesterday that all Euro- 
pean countries had a right to 
join the Atlantic alliance. Mr 
Chiracs office said he made the 
comment in a meeting with vis- 
ifingSJovaldan Prime’ Minister. 
Vladimir Meciar. whose coun- 
try is not expected to be in the 
first group of countries invited 
to join the alliance. 

There is particular concern 
amongst the Baltic stales. 
Latvia. Lithuania, and Estonia, 
that they will not be included 
in the first wave of expansion, 
fn Brussels, on Wednesday. 
Lithuania's Foreign Minister. 
AJgirdas Saudargas. said at 
least one of the three should 
be included. 

“In order to make the en- 
largement process a success, it 
is important that at least one 
Baltic country should be imii - 
ed to join the alliance with the 
first group,” Mr Saudargas 
told a meetinc of Nato am- 


bassadors and aspirant mem- 
bers. "'We want to be pan of the 
alliance, because both common 
sense and the success of the al- 
liance members suggest that 
the hesL the most effective, and 
the least expensive way of 
building and developing a 
national defence system is 
through participation in col- 
lective defence arrangements." 

In Helsinki yesterday, about 
5U Lithuanian students gath- 
ered across the street from 
President Bill Clinton’s hotel 
to press their demand for their 
country's admission to Nato. 
The students, chanting "We wifl 
be in Nato," to the rhythm of 
Queen’s "We Will Rock You." 
earlier stood outside Finlandia 
Hall, one of the press centres 
set up for the meeting of Mr 
Clinton and Russia's Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin. 

The students distributed fly- 
ers appealing to Mr Clinton to 
push for Nato membership 
for Lithuania, because "our se- 
curity and enhanced stability 
are not a threat to anybody, 
neither East nor West"". 
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With subjects sucb as Henry VI II xnd his Six Wives, Titles of Terror and 
All the Queen's Hones 1997 promises to be another stimulating year of 
Special Stamps. And what better way to enjoy them than in this exclusive 
Scamp Album which contains fascinating facts about each issue and an 
attractive display area for your stamps. 

This special 1997 Stamp Album (stamps not included) can be yours for 
only 5 First Class unused stamps, when you spend £! or more on Special 
Stamps or related products at your post office. This includes Presentation 
Packs, First Dav Covers and Postcards. 


■)ou will also receive a FREE entry voucher ro fascinating English 
Heritage sites, including historic Stonehenge and Dover Castle. 

For full details and an application form pick up a leaflet at any main post 
office or participating sub post office, or for more information 

cal 103452233 44. 

> T” 1 


ENGLISH HERITAGE 


f ".ir 1 ? --—*{*■■- 


fprnAvai MARCH 1997_1_ THE INT^ reXTENT 


US-Russia 


leaders 


find health 


to talk 


Tony Barber 

Helsinki 


New image: Russian dolls of \feltsin, Clinton and family on sale in Moscow Photograph: AP 


A wheelchair-bound United 
Stales president and an ageing 
leader of Russia wiU attempt to 
map out the future of European 
security today at a meeting su- 
perficially reminiscent of 
Franklin Roosevelt’s talks with 
Josef Stalin at Yalta in 1945. 
President Bill CHnton, hobbled 
by a knee injury, and President 
Boris Yd ism. recently recovered 
from heart surgery and pneu- 
monia, hope to settle at least 
some details of a new security 
order that would deepen Naio's 
relationship with Russia while 
permitting the alliance to expand 
into central and eastern Europe. 

A dear sign that the US and 
Russia are making progress 
emerged yesterday when Mr 
Yeltsin's spokesman, Sergei Yas- 
trzhembsky, indicated that 
Moscow was no longer de- 
manding that Us agreement with 
Nato should have be legally 
binding. He suggested that Rus- 
sia would be satisfied if the 
agreement was "politically bind- 
ing”, as was the 1975 Helsinki Fi- 
nal Act on European security. 

It remains unclear, however, 
whether- the Nato-Russia agree- 
ment will be ready for signing at 
the time of the alliance's July 
summit in Madrid, when Nato 
will issue formal invitations to its 
prospective new members. 

As the two leaders flew into 
Helsinki yesterday, Russian of- 
ficials were adamant that the 
Kremlin would not change its 
view that Nato was making a 
grave mistake by insisting on en- 
largement Mr Yeltsin, in a state- 
ment at the airport, predicted 
that his summit talks would be 
"difficult and serious” but said 
he thought Mr Clinton would 
work to find a compromise. -. 

US officials stressed, as thejr 
have done for months, that 
Nato's planned expansion was 
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not directed against Russia, 
but acknowledged that the Rus- 
sians did not sec nwttjrs in the 
same light. "*I think that they 
have not yet internalised what 
is that we have been telling 
them." Madeleine Albright- the 
US Secretary of State, said. 

Mr Clinton’s National Secu- 
rity Adviser, Samuel Berger, 
added: “We are going to dis- 
agree on Nato enlargement ... 
and the issue is how we work to- 
gether in spite of that issue on 
which we disagree.” 

The summit, the twelfth 
meeting between Mr Clinton 
and Mr Yeltsin in five years, is 
viewed across Eua>pc as one of 
the most significant US- Russian 
encounters since 1945, with 

much at stake for the whole ocm- 

linent. The two men were guests 
last night ai a banquet in Fin- 
land’s 'presidential palace, but 
the substance talks start today. 

Mr Yeltsin, looking thinner 
but mote cheerful and robust 
than for many months, braved 
icy weather as he spoke at the 
airport of his hopes for the 
summit “1110 most important 
thing we must remember is that 
not only our two countries but 
Europe and the whole world arc 
watching us. We must not lose 
die partnership that we have de- 
veloped in recent times.” he said. 

Despite Russia's steadfast 
public opposition to Nato en- 
largement. the outlines ofade;il 
that will enable the Czech Re- 
public. Hungary and Poland to 
join the alliance by 1999 have 
been gradually hammered out in 
recent weeks at private talks be- 
tween Russian and Western of- 
ficials. If all goes well at the 
summit the future relationship 
will be codified m a document 
that wiQ guarantee dose Russian 
involvement in many alliance ac- 
tivities and deepen co-operation 
on raatiefasuch as militiliy doc- 
trines. nuclear non-proliferation 
and counter-terrorism. 
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over hot line to Moscow 


It was February 1966. Harold 
WIson, the British prime min- 
ister, and Andrei Kosygm, the 
Soviet leader, were heading for 
Moscow airport in die back of 
a limousine. Mr WSsoq sug- 
gested London and Moscow 
might have a “hot line”, ami-, 
lar to the one which already 
linked Washington and Moscow 

sothattteleaSnsofthetwomi - 1 

clear weapons states could talk 
to each other instantly. ■ ■ 

Thus began . a saga that 
sounds more tike a script from 
Yes, Prime Minister than, an 
episode in great power relations. 
The story of the proposed 
Britisb-Scrviet^hot line” gives a 
wonderful insjgfatjpto Bnteln-s 
perception of itself, and into the 
jostling for position between 
Britain and the real, enemy. 
General de Gaulle’s Ranee: 

The British already had- a 
“hot line” to Washington but all 
communications between the 
British and Soviet governments' 
passed in traditional fashion 
through Her Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador. 

The British first considered 
their own hot line between 
heads of government in 1963, 
after the Americans rebuffed 
suggestions that Britain migh t 
de in to the W&sMngton- 
Moscow hot line. The idea was 
not pursued, however, because 
the Foreign Office believed “it 
might lead to differences with 
Bnlain’s allies who might be sus- 
picious of our motives and 
might be tempted to set up hot 
lines of their own". 

The same arguments sur- 
faced in 1966. It was unclear 
what exactly the prime minister 
had in mind. It it were not a . 
nuclear hot line, on the Wish- 


6 De Gaulle 
had gone to 
Moscow on a 
state visit and * 
agreed a link 
of the type that 
Britain had 
been studying 
for months.9 . 

mgton-Moscow model, officials 
feared it would simply replicate 
the normal contacts between 
ambassadors, although it would 
enable the hea& of government 
to tirajinvcnt their diplomatic 
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Wilson’s bid to 
emulate the US 
fell foul of our 
old rival, writes 

Christopher 

Bellamy 

putting one of theirsin White- 
hall. One suggestion was to 
use an obsolescent pair of ma- 
chines: good enough to stop otih 
ers from listening in, . but 
without disclosing Bri tain and - 
Russia's latest encryption tech- 
niques to each other. 'Then it 
emerged that the machines in . 
question were made in Norway, 
and that Norwegian approval 
would also have to be sought. 

The .system would cost be- 
tween £20,000 for the most ba- 
se and £40,000 for something 
more sophisticated. Butthen it 
had to be m armed a hot line 
would require competent Russ- 
ian linguists to man it and to 
translate whatever message the 
Russians chose to send pro- 
vide 24-hour cover would re- 
quire three people. The Foreign 
Office protested they did not 
have three Russian linguists of 
"interpreter” standard to spare. 

“One solution might be a 
small bachelor fiat, or a' hotel 
room, in which people might do 
ni ght or weekend duty cm a ros- 
ter”, wrote a Foreign Office of- 
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The communications would 
have tobeinoypher, toprewsnt 
anyone fetenmgin. Here,. too,, 
was a problem. T&pul a British 
cypher machine in the Kremfin - 
would give the Russians a won- 
derful opportunity to pull it to 
bits and analyseit The Soviets 
would have ffiesahw jsroblems 
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Telephoney war. Wilson and Kosygin In Moscow, where the prime minister decided he needed a hot line to the Soviet leaders, just like the Americans had 


chinery that is practically nev- 
er used tends to break down 
when it is. But that, I suppose, 
is a risk that we must face”. In 
other words, there was no guar- 
antee the - thing would actually 
work when needed. 

. The Foreign Office's draft pa- 
perwas eventually submitted to 
ds Secretary of Stale on 10 June. 
It concluded there were “no in- 
superable technical problems. 
But, they noted tactfolly, “it is 
doubtful if the Russians would 
be willing to use any such link 
in the manner that the PM 
probably intends, ie, in the 
same way as the link with the 


[US] President.' 

Then the real point of the ex- 
ercise emerged. “It is, howev- 
er, suggested that a further 
inquiry should be made to the 
Russians, partly in order to 
pre-empt, any attempt by Gen- 
eral de Gaulle to secure a sim- 
ilar facility". 

After three months of writ- 
ing to each. other, the British 
had explored every nook and 
cranny of the argument. One 
point that kept coming up was 
the embarrassment they would 
face if they binned the idea and 
tire French then got their own 
hotline. 

On 29 June, disaster struck 
in the form of a short article in 
the Guardian , headlined: 
“White phone from France to 
Soviet Union*. The two coun- 
tries would establish “ a direct 
teleprinter link between the 
Kremfin and tbeElysce Palace”. 
■ General de Gaulle had gone 
to Moscow on a state visit and 

We did 


> v . 


Do Gaulle: cariio to a - . • - 
political decision 

final, PH Lawrence, on 12 May. 
“But 1 imagine one would have 
Ip -pay a substantial induce- 
ment to persuade people to do- 
th isover a length oftime” No 
one was very teen on. the idea. 

‘ ^And, still,' no-one knew ex- 
actlf what MrWDson' ted. in 
min d, thoughtbey initially 
rh n u g hr the hot line would be 
- designed to -forestall Ar- 
mageddon. That caused more 


“One of the risks is that it 
would be used onlyin an eme r- 
gency, whjchwehope would not 
happen at' all; often”, Mr 
Lawrence, .continued- _“Ma- 




ie 

Kremlin 

once../ 



agreed a link of the type Uie 
British ted been contemplating 
for months. Establishing the 
Paris-Moscow link had been a 
simple “political decision”, 
wrote Michael Palliser, of 10 


Downing Street, on IS July. 

Agreement had been 
reached very quickly. “Mr Kosy- 
gin’s replies to the PM in Feb- 
ruary and July suggest that the 
Russians are not interested in 


making a similar political ges- 
ture to us”, wrote Mr Palliser. 

What happened to next will 
not be known until the 1%7 pa- 
pers are released next January. 
Downing Street has confirmed 


that there is now a telephone 
link to the Kremlin, installed in 
1992. A telex or teleprinter 
link, was installed in 1987. But 
between 1967 and 1987, it 
seems that Britain had to use 


the normal telephone when it 
wanted the Kremlin's ear. 

■ The Independent thanks the 
staff of the Public Record Office, 
in Ke k. London, for their assis- 
tance in researching tin 's article. 
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Sir Humphrey: Don't panic 


PM: Idl me, general, where’s 
thehotline? 

Genera!: Which one? 

FM: The one to Russia? 

Aide The red hot line sir? 
General: In Downing Street. 

FM: So,- in an emergency I 

can get straight tfarou^i to 
the Soviet President? 

Generat Theoretically, yes. ' 
PM: Theoretically? 

Generak That's what we tell 
jonnialists. In fact, we did get 
through to the Kremlin mice, 
bat only ton switchboard 
operator 

PM: Did the operator pat yon 
through?. 

General: We never found out. 
Didn't seem to speak modi 
English... . 

PM: How oBen is it tested? 
Sir Humphrey: TOD, they Gy 
not to test it too often. It 
twidt to create unnecessary 
panic at the other end and 
panic’s always a good tiling to 
avoid where nuclear weapons 
are concerned, don't you . 

' think? ■ 

Excerpt from the BBC’s Yes, 
Prime-Minister, 1992 
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13 hours standby time, 
e 100 name and number memory. 

« 1 touch turbo' dteSng. 

• Security lode function 
0 Cover tips down to answer cals. 

0 Supports cater display- see who's 
caSng you before you answer. 
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aire holds its breath as rebels 
dictate plans for the future 



Ed O'loughlin 

Goma 

In a lart'c- school building near 
the airport at Goma more than 
t.OUO adults sat hunched over 
notebooks and scraps of paper, 
their pens moving in unison. 
From the platform a man in a 
blue denim shirt dictated slow- 
ly into a microphone. 

“Lesson one: The seven er- 
rore leading to the failure of the 
[Qf>4-h5 Congo rebellion. Les- 
son mo: The basic eell. Lesson 
three; Social classes and the 
class struggle. Lesson four The 
principle aims of revolution..." 

As he spoke, his words were 
being echoed in other centres 
all over the rebel-held swathe 
of eastern Zaire. With the war 
against President Mobutu's gov- 
ernment going all the rebels' 
way. their alliance of democra- 
tic forces for the liberation of 
Congo- Zaire has launched a se- 
ries of “transformation" semi- 
nars to “re-ideologise" some of 
the most brutalised, downtrod- 
den and cynical people in 
Africa, and possibly on the 
planet. .After 111 lessons - vol- 
untary. the rebels insist - can- 
didates will be evaluated on 
their ideological correctness 
and the best pupils may then be 
hired as public servants. 

For a movement that pro- 
fesses to believe in the free mar- 
ket. and which enjoys tacit 
diplomatic support from the 
United Stales, the choice of 
Marxist teaching material might 
seem a little strange. 

The rebels are now poised to 
destroy Mr Mobutu's regime, 
but nobody yet knows what 
they will put in its place. After 
three decades of what one 
Western observer called "klep- 
tocracv" - rule by thieves - 
many Zaireans believe that 
anything will be better than the 
devil they know. 

With the war still on. the 
rebels' future agenda remains 
vague. Originating as a revolt by 
persecuted ethnic Tuisis in the 
Kivu region, the rebel move- 
ment has broadened its support 
to include members of ethnic 
groups from all over Zaire. 

Veteran Marxist bush-fight- 
ers like the rebel leader Laurent 
Kabila < a one-time comrade of 
Che Guevara, the legendary rev- 
olutionary) have been joined by 


committed free-marketeers like 
the finance minister Mawam- 
panga Mwana Nanga, who 
spent 10 years in the US and 
who holds a doctorate in agri- 
cultural economics from the 
Llnivcrsity of Kentucky. 

The alliance is also strongly 
influenced by the governments 
of Rwanda and Luanda, whom 
Kinshasa has accused of fo- 
menting the rebellion and even 
of supplying troops and 
weapons. With so many differ- 
ent agendas at work, the only 
thing that unites everybody is a 
desire to get rid of Mr Mohu- 


6 I lived for two 
years in 
Kinshasa under 
Mobutu and was 
expelled three 
times, 

but it was never 
as bad as this 9 


lu. generally regarded as a rot- 
ten neighbour and a worse 
president. 

Louis Hamuli, a rebel 
spokesman, admitted that, un- 
til the war is won. little priori- 
ty can be given to planning the 
future. The programme so far 
is vague and uspi rational: .An 
end to corruption, a new con- 
stitution. reconstruction, even- 
tual elections, and respect for 
human rights. “In principle the 
programme of government has 
not been decided." he said. “U 
is for the people to decide af- 
ter the war." He laughed off the 
suggestion that his government 
is pushing Marxist doctrine 
which has long passed its seli- 
hy dale, even in .Africa. “We 
want a society that looks after 
all the people," he said. 

“For more than 30 years we 
had a dictatorial regime, with no 
political agenda or social pro- 
grammes, and the population's 
ideology was damaged. We now 
need to* transform [this] to cre- 
ate a new country- to transform 
what was deformed." 


But with corruption deeply in- 
grained in its society. Mr Kabi- 
la's Congo republic - he has 
reinstated the name of the left- 
isb post -colonial state in the ter- 
ritory under his control - will 
have' to police itself tightly if it 
is to prove any better than Mr 
Mobutu’s Zaire. 

Since the rebels took over last 
November, the Rwanda-Zaire 
border post in Goma - a use- 
ful barometer of local corrup- 
tion - has become more 
expensive and more hostile 
than ever. Last Saturday, child- 
soldiers manned the barrier on 
the Zaire-Congo side - strutting 
back and forth with peeled 
sticks and AK47s. harassing 
and at times beating a group of 
local women returning from a 
market in neighbouring Rwan- 
da. They were unfazed by the 
presence of foreign journalists. 

Inside the immigration office 
the officials exacted an aston- 
ishing S700 (£440) for allowing 
a laptop computer and a tele- 
vision camera to enter the coun- 
try'. The information and 
finance ministries later admit- 
ted that no such “tax" has ever 
been authorised. 

They blame the corruption on 
officials still in place from the 
Mobutu regime, but journalists 
can claim that the authorities 
have taken no action against the 
officials concerned and have 
made no attempt to refund the 
money. One French reporter 
fumed: “l lived for two years in 
Kinshasa under Mobutu and 
was expelled three times, but il 
was never as bad as this. You 
could always make a telephone 
call and sort things out." 

The Information Ministry 
has taken over Radio Star of 
Goma and renamed it “The 
voice of the people", broad- 
casting round-the-clock praise 
of the alliance's heroic troops, 
and denunciatioas of the “san- 
guinary enemy". 

Newspapers are censored. 
People in the street lower their 
voices and look carefully 
around when asked for their 
opinion of the rebels. Most say 
they know there is a war on and 
are willing to make sacrifices in 
the hope of a brighter future, 
but others complain about com- 
mandeered cars and houses, and 
high "import taxes" for food and 
drugs purchased in the well- 



Gun power: Rebel soldiers patrolling the streets of Bukavu, Zaire Photograph: Reuters 


slocked markets of Rwanda. 
“They say they have come to re- 
construct Zaire." said one 
Goma native. “We will wait and 
see if this is ihe case." 

■ Kinshasa (AP) — Zaire’s 
prime minister returned home 
from a crisis meeting in Kenya 
yesterday to face a parliament 


that claims to have ousted him 
and a popular opposition leader 
who intends to replace him. 

Parliament voted to sack 
Leon Kengo V/a Dondo on 
Tuesday, but spokesmen for the 
Mobutu regime have said the 
vote fell short of a constitutional 
requirement Supporters of Eti- 


enne Tshisekedi, opposition 
leader and long-time Mobutu 
foe, said that Mr Tshisekedi 
should take over the government 
and open talks with the rebels. 
Mr Tkhisekedi was elected prime 
minister by parliament in 1992 
but Mr Mobutu refused to con- 
firm him as premier. 


Thieves of time show 
refined taste 

Thieves have given a watches dating 

is money, with the theft of LbW 

back to Swatch's earliest days; hcs have been 

Nearly 2.000 of Je Swatch museum, 

travelling the world as part of i j was 

A sealed 6 container of U-nawL 

unloaded last week Ml ** SESscs tv e re found to be 
Yesterday, howev 1 SSSmSo deserihrd Ihe lew 
almost empty. A Swatdi spokesw j^^ing 01 ail 

as “extremely. distressing ■ ha , been left 

for the manufacturers b that thieves’ exacting 

behind. It may have failed to m Alice Lagnado 

street-fashion standards. 

India lowers barriers 

India announced il would ease 

Pakistanis, as the two hosnle nc>gW»uR prcP« Iourias 
resume official talks after three > ears. . «.■ .^ n i 

will be allowed to visit India in groups 
businessmen can apply for one-year visas. AP - New Detm 

Capital punishment ban 

Poland's Parliament approved a new penal cote 
capital punishment with life impnsonmLnt. 
country in line the European Union. 

Asylum offered in Peru siege 

Cuba confirmed that il had accepted a Rmnal request 
from Japan to grant asylum to Peruvian Marxist fvOt.l> 
holding 72 hostages at the Japanese ambassador s home 
in S if there was a negotiated setUementto ihe S>j-day 
crisis. Reuters - Havana 

Violence in Gdansk 

Poland's Prime Minister, Wlodzimierz Cimoszewicz. 
accused Solidarity of trying to lead the country min 
anarchy as demonstrators threw Molotov cocktails, paint 
and rocks in protest at the closure of the Gdansk 
shipyard. . AP- Warsaw 

UN approves all-Africa force 

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan endorsed a 
United States proposal for an ail-Africa military force to 
respond to crises on the continent. “1 think the ... scheme 
... could be very helpful for the continent." he said after 
meeting President Nelson Mandela. AP - Cape Town 

Hussein harsh on army 

King Hussein said that a Jordanian soldier's killing ot 
seven Israeli schoolgirls was “a mark of shame" on the 
array. In a letter to heads of security departments, he also 
said that the soldiers' comrades should have moved to 
-kfll him immediately”. AP - Amman 

Something for the year, sir? 

Belgians are the least frequent users of condoms in 
Europe, according to a survey published by Durex. They 
said 14.5 million condoms were sold in Belgium in 199b - 
an average of just over three per sexually' active person 
per year, compared with 5.5 in France, 7.0 in Britain and 
103 in Spain. Reuters - Brussels 
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Give vour dreams it chance. 
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processing to games and 
£ educational tides. There's a 
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die best in multimedia. -And all die latest 
models are Internet ready*, with 3 modem included 
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Draw date: 19/3/97. The winning numbers: 13, 16, 17, 29, 40. 4 S. Bonus number 32. 
Total Sates: £26,640.638. Prize Fund: £11.988.287 (45% of ticket sales). 



CATEGORY 


no. of Winners 


AMOUNT FOR 
EACH WINNER 


Match 6 (Jackpot) 





Tut 



TOTAL EACH TIER 


£4.004,305 



O Carrwla! Group j*c. Player* must be 16 or oner. 


£1.692.936 - 


£4,287.700 


£11.936,979 


BroaMa* tpnzee rounded aom to nearest £ 1 > £U0&- 


nr^» gmum ig the national lottery' 

In the event ot any discrepancy In the above, the data contained lx Cameiot central computer system shall prevail. 
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70 % 
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• UK’s lowest balance transfer rate • No annual 
fee for life • Think what you could save • New card 
purchases 21.7% APR variable - Keep your credit 
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open 24 hours. 7 days a week • Call now. 


0800 00 79 79 

LIMITED OPT Eft « APPLY NOW CALL FSEC 7 DAYS. HOU^S. 
QUOTING REF.iSi iT 




PLAY 

FANTASY 

C 


'OX5u7 


f.J vrf;,; : 



n 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


Comifiiei/roftt 


nus wcek: Brum Uio, Fat Vi/ttcas, Wtu 


Seif, L . jack, Oes. Wilson, Juhn Ucvn, Jdnr; Humphbvs. 

Mart Riddell. Simo.v J .90 OUT WBW. 





















Ly> IsSjD 


.Tig; independent. jroggM 


*;&e 




•» 5 • . 




>: .;*? J 


asr 


ner and a 
in free-fall 


Emma Daly 

Tirana '. 

The Presiden t' is Public Eneiny Num- 
ber One and a coiivict is 
almost certain to succeed him. Wel- 
come to political ;Efe in Albania, 
where Sali Berisba’s rule looks 
doomed and Fatos Nano’s tim e has 
come ,-fom- years after he was impris- 
oned on trumped-up charges of rob- 
bing the state. 

Mr Berisba, whose unfortunately 
named Democratic Party stole last 
year’s elections, has promised to re- 
sign if the opposition Socialist Party, 
winch was led from prisoo by Mr Nano, 

wins the new polls called for June. 
Should a free and fair election come 
to pass in Albania, where eveiy 10- 
y ear-old : seems, to have a Kalash- 
nikov, the -smart money is on Mr 
Nano'sparty. -- 

Mr Nano was released last week 
when the prison guards fled from his 
jaff in Tirana, and has been enjo ying 
the limelight since his sudden pardon 
try Mr Berisba. 

The Independent ~was to have inter- 
viewed Mr-Naho, but was stood up- 
twice, first for a meeting with an EU ; 
delegation, and then for tea with the 
US ambassador. ■ : 

Mr Nano has spent the week get- 
ting to knew the envoys, most of whom 
arrived in Tirana after his trial in-1993. 
He has spoken briefly of his time in 
prison. “I have come out of hell," he 
told colleagues. ‘ 

Despite his deferenceTto the care- 


taker government Jed by Bashfcm 
Find ^e Socialist Prime Minister, Mr 
Nano is undoubtedly the leader of the 
. -Socialist grouping. He was'the fifth 
Candidate proposed by the Socialists; 
r the first four were rejected by Presi- 
dent Berisha, But, ns a free man, Mr 
Nano may face challenges. - 
' “Now we have already started- to 

■ criticise him. 'When he was in prison, - 
-he was perfect," JortuzBegaj sard with . 
a laugh. Mr Begaj is a foreign affairs - 
adviser to the Socialist Phrty but not, 

. he emphases, a member. 

-The Socialist Party headquarters in. 
Tirana, a dusty buflding, is jammed 
- with supplicants and supporters, most 
of. them men; women appear to play 
virtually no role in Albanian politics, 

• although a group mobbed Mr 
this week, some shedding tears of de- 
fight- ■ 

But Mr Nano also travels with, 
bodyguards wbo look very Bite the. 
thugs protecting Mr Berisba. Some in -: 
Thmra fear the Socialists wffi arm their' 

■ supporters, as -foe Democrats did. .* 

Mr Begjg acknowledges the risk that 
the SodaBsts may abuse thdr electoral 
Victory by crushing all dissent. But be 
beHeves Mr Nano, afiberal economist 
who refused to participate in his owh 
show trial, will damp down on such 
behaviour... 

President Berisha bas tried to por- 
tray the mutiny in the south as “Red ' 

heirs UyEnver : Hoxha’s Communist 
Party. In fact, the Democratic. Party . 
and Mr Berisha are just as much the 


. cbfldren of Hcedaa as the Sotialisis.Har 
are the rivals very Car apart on party 
programmes. The two might claim 
there is an ideological gap but they 
have smilar views, on land ownership, 
for example. Neither plans to com- 
pensate those whose property was 
seized by the Hccxha regime. 

“Albanian Socialists are not social- 
ists, in tbe same way that Albanian De- 
mocrats were not democrats," one 
independent observer commented. 

It is bard to imagine Albania stag- 
ing free and fair elections in June, an- 
alysts say, because of tbe amount of 
arms floating around and because Mr 
Berisba still wields a certain amount 
of power, despite losing control of state 
television ana the secretpotice. How- 
ever, the Socialists stand a good 
chance of whining. 

The situation has been horribly con- 
fused by the uprising sparked by the 
oofiapse of several pyramid investment 
schemes. “Albanians know exactly 
what they don't want - Berisba - but 
they don’t know exactly what they do 
want,” said the independent observ- 
er. 

The protest movement in the south 
has no political face yet, bat the var- 
ious “Salvation Committees" formed 
in towns across southern Albania 
have united over the demand that Mr 
Berisha resign at once. 

The Socialist leader holds the ace. 
“Nano has one advantage," said the 
observer. “He has not had the chance 
to make mistakes. He had nothing to 
do with the pyramid schemes." 



What a drag: A five-year-old Albanian evacuated to Brindisi smoking a cigarette Photograph: AP 


Century-old union boss gets thumbs up for six more years 


Phil Davison , 

Mexico City, • • 

Mexico’s trade unionists pondered 
□aminghfrn leader for life. But same 
thought that might be overdoing it 
So they gave themselves the option 
of replacing him when bets 102 years 
old. 

old leader Confed- 

eration ofMeiucari Workers (CTM), 
has been appointed to a mnth straight 
six-year term as Secretary-General. 

No- one dared appose -him* If he 
lives long enough, that will take him 


through to the year 2,004. *Tm 
healthy enough. But this wfll proba- 
bly by my last term" Mr Velazquez 
said Without a hint of humour, after 
theconf&deratkm's General Assem- 
Uy voted to keep him on when his enr- 
rent term expires next year. “My 
comrades may ask me to stay on af- 
ter 2904* but I think that would be too 
much. We need new leaders." - 
‘ .'In' the presence of “Don 
HdelT as be is widely known, no re- 
porter dared to titter. At the con- 
federation, feweven talk of possible 
successors. The one name occasion- 
ally whispered, longtime trade unkm- 


st Emilio M Gonzalez, is 8Z Mr Ve- 
lazquez, who fought as a teenager 
towards the end of Mexico’s 1910-17 
revolution, was first appointed CTM 
leader in 1941. He sew shows up for 
waric every day at the confederation’s 
Mexico City headquarters. 

But, while once a workaholic, he 
now tends to knock off at lunchtime. 
Since he suffered from pneumonia 
and a prostate problem a year ago, 
he now shuffles rather than walks, 
sometimes using a wheelchair. 

To sign the document confirming 
the renewal of his term, an aide stuck 
a fountain pen between Mr Ve- 


lazquez’s fingers and guided his hand 
as though starting an old-fashioned 
gramophone. While his hand signed, 
tbe umoa boss gazed blankly upwards. 

He still gives his weekly press con- 
ference every Monday, quoted reli- 
giously by Mexican newspapers, but 
reporters doubt whether ne can even 
see the dozens of microphones and 
tape recordings pushed into his 
face. “Don Fidel is stiD a pillar of work- 
ers’ rights, he is still a 
father figure," said Eugenio Carril- 
lo, a 47-year-old electrician whose 
union belongs to the CTM. “He is a 
crusty old fart, but a pilJar of tbe es- 


tablishment," said a West European 
diplomat who asked not to be named. 
“He's a huge part of the glue which 
has kept this country from falling 
apart. His death wfll put millions of 
workers' votes up for grabs and could 
throw the whole political system into 
chaos." 

Mr Velazquez is hardly a union 
leader as we know them. The key to 
his status here is that the government, 
that is. the PRI, can rely on him to 
bring in the workers’ votes that have 
helped keep the party in power per- 
manently for 68 years. 

Whenever Mexico was in crisis. 


with a tumbling peso, a rise in the 
price of tortfllas, or rampant inflation, 
Mr Velazquez would not call on his 
members to lay down their tools or 
take to the streets. He would sign yet 
another “social pact" with the gov- 
ernment and private sector, agreeing 
to hold pay rises dawn. 

At the (TIM'S annual assembly this 
month, as always. “Don Fidel" urged 
the federation's 6 million members to 
vote for the PRI. This time, he was 
referring to elections in July at which 
analysts predict the party could lose 
control of Congress for the first time 
since it was founded in 1929. 
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Papua 
dogs of 
war to 
go home 


Michael Ashworth 

The military advisory company. 
Sandline International, which 
has become caught in contro- 
versy over a contract in Papua 
New Guinea, is to withdraw its 
personnel today or tomorrow. 

Some Sandline personnel are 
still being held captive by rene- 
gade elements of the PNG De- 
fence Force, but the company 
is confident that they, too, will 
be evacuated. 

Sandline maintains it are 
“caught in the middle of a deep 
political wrangle between the 
government and parts of the 
military". 

The crisis started on Monday, 
when the commander of the 
armed force. Brigadier Gener- 
al Gerry Singirok, demanded 
that the Prime Minister, Sir 
Julius Chan, resign for hiring 
foreign mercenaries to end a 
conflict on Bougainville Island. 
This was followed by support- 
ers of General Singirok round- 
ing up Sandline personnel and 
confining them to barracks. 

General Singfrok’s actions 
and those of his supporters 
have sparked off a political cri- 
sis and widespread soda! unrest 
Police fired tear gas at looters 
around the capital Pori Mores- 
by yesterday and rifle shots 
rang out sporadically around 
Murray Barracks, which has 
become the focus for protest 
against the Prime Minister. 

Genera] Singirok claims that 
he is not staging a coup and that 
soldiers would not be joining in 
any street protests, adding “that 
would be defeating the whole 
purpose". 

Port Moresby was the scene 
of the most violent trouble but 
it appears that the unrest yes- 
terday was as much criminal as 
political. Port Moresby, re- 
nowned for being a dangerous 
city, has been terrorised by 
criminal elements known as 
“rascal gangs" who have taken 
advantage of the present crisis 
to instigate a senes of looting 
raids throughout the city. 

Sir Julius said that the $27m 
(f 17m) contract with Sandline 
would be suspended pending a 
judicial inquiry. 

Sandline claims that Gener- 
al Singirok ’s actions took them 
completely by surprise. 
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Elections 
are uncertain. 

Your 

mortgage rate 
shouldn’t be. 






No one knows what will 
happen to interest rares in 
the next few months. 

Let alone after the coming 
general election. 

That's why our new Five Year 
Fixed Rate mortgage is so hard 
to beat. It removes all of the 
uncertainly about fluctuating 
interest rares. 

And replaces it with the 
comfort of knowing exactly 
what you’ll be paying until 
1st May 2002. 

It’s your choice. 

■ You can choose our lowest 
rare (the one shown opposite) 
if you take our our buildings 
and contents insurance. 

■ Alternatively, if you prefer 
to arrange your own insurance, 
we have other options available. 
So vote with your feet. This is 
strictly a Limited Offer. 

Ask for full details ar your 
nearest Northern Rock branch. 

Or telephone our Mortgage 
Hotline any time between 
9am and 5pm Monday to 
Friday, or between 10am and 
3pm weekends. 

0800 591 500 


NORTHERN ROCK 

Northern Hoc* ftniiduif Society. 
Principal Olficc: Northern Ruck Hnutc. 
Ootfnrrh. Ncvcairlc npon Tj ne NE3 tPL. 
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Notice to 
Customers 


SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 


In order to change the Prospectuses for National Savings 
Certificates to allow for the reinvestment of mature Ulster Savings 
Certificates, new Issues will go on sale on Tuesday 1 April 1997. 

The new 44th Fixed-interest and 10th Index-linked Issues will 
have the same terms and rates as the current 43rd and 9th Issues 
(which will be withdrawn on Monday 31 March) except for the 

changes below. 

From Tuesday 1 April holders of mature Ulster Savings Certificates 
can reinvest into National Savings Certificates. This facility will 
replace the existing option of reinvesting into Ulster Savings 
Reinvestment Certificates, which will no longer be issued. 

From Tuesday I April the current limit of £20,000 per Issue on 
the amount that can be reinvested from the proceeds of mature 
Certificates will be abolished. Holders of maturing Certificates 
or earlier Certificates on extension terms can if they wish 
reinvest any amount in new five-year Certificates. 

The holding limit for 44th Issue and 10th Index-linked Issue 
Savings Certificates will be £10,000 on each. 


RATIONAL 

SAVINGS 
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The death of Willem do Koon- 
ing at the urea! age of 92. after 
sutforing from the deprivations 
of Alzheimer's disease for more 
than a decade, severs our last 
Jink with that heroic and w hol- 
ly innovative era of painting in 
the United Slates which flour- 
ished for a quarter of a centu- 
ry from the mid-194fls onward 
loosely and variably bound by 
the principles of abstract ex- 
pressionism. 

This is not to say that distin- 
guished and challenging paint- 
ing in one mode or another has 
not appeared in Lhe US from 
time to time since that period. 
But 50 years ago. with his 
friends and near contempo- 
raries Jackson Pollock. Mark 
Rothko. Franz Kline. Clyfford 
Still and Barnett Newman, de 
Kooning radically modified our 
idea of art by transforming our 
expectations of painting, and 
thus changed forever our ha- 
bitual sense of what a painting 
should look like - a climactic 
moment, universally experi- 
enced. in the evolution of art in 
this century, comparable lo the 
arrival of cubism in Paris 40 
years earlier. 

The impact of abstract ex- 
pressionism on artists and the 
art public in Europe in the late 
Fifties and Sixties was dramat- 
ic and decisive. Nobody around 
at the time can forget the sheer 
excitement, the visual panache, 
of those first big shows in Lon- 
don at the Whitechapel Gallery 
of Pollock. Kline. Rothko. Mart 
Tbbey - a founding figure for 
the new language but too often 
overlooked'ioday - Philip Gus- 
inn and others from 1958 on. to- 
gether with “The New 
American Painting" show at 
the Tate. Of all these artists, Pol- 
lock probably made the most 
radical contribution to art since 
Picasso because of His entirely 
new and original approach to 
the verv act of painting which 
wus indivisible from the nature 
of his imagery. Nobody had 
thrown, splattered or poured, 
dripped or dribbled paint on to 
a canvas laid flat on the floor be- 
fore and if this action initially 
aroused derision, the fine-spun 
delicacy and radiance, the sheer 
verve, of the resultant images 
quickly converted the spectator. 

But Pollock died tragically 
young and his comparatively 
short lifespan of work has to be 
seen as a lyrical outpouring of 
exceptional force and intensity . 


Mikhail Voslensky single- 
handedly put the word nomen- 
klatura into Western languages 
as he revealed and explained the 
powerful network of corrupt, 
power-hungry party officials 
who ran the Soviet Union in 
their own interest, 

"The nomenklatura is a class 
or privileged exploiters. It ac- 
quired wealth from power, not 
power from wealth/' he wrote. 
"The domestic policy of the 
nomenklatura class is to con- 
solidate its dictatorial power, 
and its foreign policy is to ex- 
tend it to the whole world." The 
Yugoslav dissident Mi love u Dji- 
las. whose 1957 hook The New 
Class had first put the privileges 
of the Communist elite on the 
agenda, was enthusiastic about 
the “extraordinary qualities" 
of Voslensky's work. That he. 
like Djilas. had initially been a 
part of this svsLern did not un- 
dermine his authority: indeed, 
he was able to incorporate in- 
formation and insights from 
his own experience into his 
published works. 

Voslenskv was born in 


Willem de Kooning 


.And his art, in particular. like 
the more extended flow of 
equally abstract imagery from 
the longer-lived Rothko, ap- 
peared to close down the pos- 
sibilities for painting rather 
than extend them, to exist as an 
impregnably grand and sump- 
tuous finality rather than ex- 
tending a bridge for other artists 
to explore and cross. Some 
kinds of art leave everything 
open for others to follow, oth- 
er kinds close everything off. It 
is a fundamental difference be- 
tween the open art of Robert 
Rauschenberg and the closed 
discretions of Jasper Johns. 

It was left to de Kooning to 
give an almost physical reas- 
surance and an imaginative 
sense of a possible future to 
younger painters in Europe 
and American in the late Fifties, 
when many artists were seeking 
out ways of sustaining the va- 
lidity of figurative painting at a 
time when abstract imagery of 
all kinds seemed to be so 
strongly in the ascendant. Be- 
tween the polarities of Dubuf- 
fet's sophisticated infantilism 
and de Staffs late, effulgent 
Fauve manner, figurative paint- 
ing was debilitated and lost, 
lacking in credibility. Bacon in 
England was another impossi- 
ble act to follow. 

De Kooning not only re- 
stored credibility to figurative 
art but gave it a fresh curren- 
cy. In this he was not quite 
alone: Guston also gave hope 
to many figurative painters 
through the series of big semi- 
abstract stall life paintings and 
interiors of c 1959-62. But dc 
Kooning swept the boards 
through the sheer force of the 
new' synthesis at white heat 
that he" created between the sub- 
ject of the painting - which Pol- 
lock had surmounted or lost - 
and the anarchic bravura of its 
execution. 

Reluctant at first to believe 
that de Kooning was not too 
strongly rooted in the I9lh cen- 
tury - because my perceived role 
at the Whitechapel in the Fifties 
and Sixties was to uy to help the 
English public, visually back- 
ward at the time, to sec and un- 
derstand the different phases of 
abstract an from Malevich and 
Mondrian on - l was totally 
converted by his 1959 show in 
New York at the Sidney Janis 
Gallery of blazing, light- 
drenched landscape canvases, 
based on the fields and dunes 



that de Kooning’s art asa whole 
will still be as highly regarded 
at the end of the next century 
as it is today, although I do not 
see much merit in his sculpture. 
Tune will tell. 

A man of great charm, hu- 
mour, zest for life and total pri- 
vacy, very much the artist as 
gregarious loner, de Kooning 
was born in 1904 in Rotterdam 
lo parents who divorced when 
he was five; his custody was 
gives to the father, but his 
mother, who owned a bar, suc- 
cessfully appealed aga i nst the 
decision ana brought him up. 
Apprenticed to a commercial 
arturm. the young de Kooning 
attended night classes at the 
Rotterdam Academy, won 
awards, began to travel, and 
supported himself by sign- 
painting, cartoons, and design- 
ing window displays. He emi- 
grated to the united States in 
1926, illegally, planning to work 
as a commercial artist. 

He lived in great poverty 


Elaine and Willem de Kooning with one of his magnificently frenetic paintings of women, 1953 Photograph: Abbeville Press / John Murray 


around the coastline of the 
Hamptons where de Kooning 
had acquired a studio. This 
was landscape seen. felt, expe- 
rienced in a new way, in vehe- 
mently focussed close-up so 
that sea. sky and vegetation 
make a new, taut drama, ex- 
pressed through broadly slashed 
brushstrokes and thickly gleam- 
ing pigment. 

1 was still loo young to see 
that the earlier and magnifi- 


cently frenetic and repellent 
paintings of women, which 
seemed excessively grotesque, 
like bashed dolls, were not re- 
ally paintings of women so 
much as what happens to 
women: what men do to women 
and what women do to them- 
selves in the hysteria of the pop 
performance world, fashion, 
eras and se!f-travestv. all plain- 
ly visible in Manhattan. 

De Kooning's most perfect- 


Mikhail Voslensky 


Bardvansk on the Azov Sea in 
192fi, the son of an economist 
and a teacher. He studied in 
Moscow at the Lomonosov 
University during the difficult 
conditions of the Second World 
War. graduating in 1*44. He 
then entered the Slate Peda- 
gogical Institute there for fur- 
ther studies, eventually gaining 
a PhD in history in 1965 (he lat- 
er gained other graduate de- 
grees from the Foreign Ministry 
Institute of International Re- 
lations in Moscow and the 
GDR Academy of State and 
Law in Potsdam). His study was 
interrupted by a spell in Nurem- 
berg as a translator at the War 
Crimes Tribunal, and later on 
the staff of the Allied Control 
Council for Germany. 

From 1949 he was an editor 
at the Soviet Information Bu- 
reau in Moscow, followed by a 
year each in Prague on the 
"World Peace Council and in Vi- 
enna as deputy head of the in- 
formation service. In 1955 he 
relumed to Moscow to join the 
Soviet Academy of Sciences as 
a researcher, a post he held un- 


til 1972. From 1965 he was 
also academic secretary of the 
Commission on the Scientific 
Problems of Disarmament, 
from 1968 he was a member of 
the Soviet Pugwash Committee 
and from 1969 a member of the 
social sciences committee of the 
Soviet Unesco Commission. 
Added to these posts in 1*70 
was the vice-chairmansh/p of the 
Historians' Commission of the 
USSR and the GDR and in 
1971 membership of the Sovi- 
et Committee for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe. Be- 
tween 1954 and 1968 he pub- 
lished four books on Germany's 
international relations .md also 
taught history at Lumumba 
University in Moscow. 

This successful, but mind- 
numbing crawl up the Soviet bu- 
reaucratic ladder came to an 
abrupt end in i 972 when, while 
a guest lecturer at Linz Uni- 
versity. the Soviet authorities re- 
fused' to grant him an extension 
to his sabhaticaf and he decid- 
ed to defect. In the West he put 
to good use in the academic 
world his unrivalled knowledge 


of the inner workings of the bu- 
reaucracy and contacts with 
the privileged class that run the 
Soviet Llm'on. He lectured at 
various universities in Austria 
and West Germany 3nd in 1950 
published in German his main 
book. Nomenklatura: the Sovi- 
et ruling class, which was later 
translated into 14 languages 
(including an updated English 
version in 19S4). From 1981 he 
headed the Institute for Con- 
temporary Soviet Research in 
Munich. 

In the wake of his defection 
Voslensky took on Austrian cit- 
izenship. He later claimed that 
the Soviet authorities were so 
alarmed at the prospect he 
would reveal his knowledge of 
the inner workings of the sys- 
tem that agents had tried to kid- 
nap him. In 1977 he was 
stripped of Soviet citizenship, a 
decision that was only revoked 
under Mikhail Gorbachev. In 
PWtt he published a raised ver- 
sion of his Nomenklatura book 
and the following year it was 
published for the first time in 
Moscow. Voslensky never gave 


ly beautiful pa ratings, perhaps, 
came even earlier, in the late 
Forties when he had been con- 
cerned with the city as an ex- 

E erience as well as with the 
uman figure, with which be of- 
ten bad odd difficulties, and 
made some kind of fusion be- 
tween the two themes, resulting 
in a sequence of miraculously 
“occupied" canvases, free of ibe 
human figure but alert, bristling 
with its presence. Excavation, 


up his research. When the So- 
viet archives were opened he 
started burrowing there, pub- 
lishing in 1995 New Secrets of the 
Nomenklatura , focusing on the 
last few years of the Soviet 
Union’s existence. 

Voslensky was proud that 
his writing had brought a real- 
istic approach to Soviet politics 
and study of its power structure. 
If his interest in the nomen- 
klatura was too much of an ob- 
session and his depiction of the 
privilege and corruption of the 
elite was rather too simplistic, 
his views were tempered by his 
modest manner and corrosive 
humour. He had no heroes (al- 
though he wus a vigorous sup- 
porter of the anti-Soviet 
mujahedin in Afghanistan). His 
knowledge of the Soviet system 
from the inside allowed him ro 
attack it ac whaL he believed was 
its weakest point. 

Felix Coriey 

Mikhail Sergeyevich Voslensky, 
historian: born Bardvansk, 
Ukraine 6 December 1920: died 
S February 1997. 


1950 (Art Institute of Chicago), 
Asheville, 1949 (The Phillips 
Collection, Washington), stare. 
1949 (Metropolitan 'Museum of 
Art), Ranting. 1948 (Museum of 
Modem Art, New York) and 
Light in August, 1946 (Tehran 
Museum of Contemporary Art) 
are among the most poetically 
charged and original paintings 
of the century, almost abstract 
but alive with human traceries. 
There is no doubt in my. mind 


throughout the later Twenties 
and Thirties, gradually estab- 
lishing contact with the art of bis 
time. His early friendships with 
fellow artists Smart Davis and 
Arshile Gorky were extremely 
important, and there are many 
shared preoccupations with 
linp-j for a time, in the paintings 
of de Kooning and Gorky. Ed- 
win Denby, the legendary dance 
critic, and Harold Rosenberg 
were also among his friends in 
the Thirties. Tom Hess, the 
critic and dashing associate ed- 
itor on Art News, was a later 
friend and exponent. 

But it was Franz Kline, 
blessed with a charm, grace, in- 
telligence and wit which more 
than matched de Kooning's, 
who became his closest friend 
from cl939 on. Following 
Gorky’s suicide is 1948, Kline 
and de Kooning drew even 
closer together, united by wit 
a passion for girls and a love of 
drink. All this was tough going 
for visitors: Kline’s favourite 
meeting rim e in his favourite bar 
being 11pm, after his late- 
starting working day was over. 
By then, de Kooning had mar- 
ried Elaine Fried, a New York 
painter of considerable style and 
intelligence who devoted herself 
to de Kooning's success and 
wellbeing. Bui in 1956, Kline 
and de Kooning were exchang- 
ing girlfriends turn and turn 
about with such alternating reg- 
ularity that it seemed almost Eke 


a form of homosexuality by 
^Sked by all his follow 

artists- including puchamp.de 

though hardly nebes. 1 “*5 
sertesk •‘Women .exhibited in 
1953 , brought him notoriety, out 
also a broader reputation, la 
1963 he moved out or New 
York City lo a permanent new 
borne and studio at to* Springs* 
in the Hamptons, not far from 
the studios of his friends Jack- 
son Fbllock and Lee Krasner 
De Kooning's studio in its hey- 
day seemed almost like the 
crowded dock of an affluent 
boat-builder. 

Then? is no doubt that uie 
brae Soutine retrospective held 
at New York’s Museum of 
Modem Art in 1950 tad as 
cathartic an effect on de Koon- 
ing’s vision as Picasso anu 
Gorky had in earlier years. Dc 
Kooning gave a new and per- 
sonal dimension to expression- 
ism and to the intensely 
“inhabited" or psychologically 
intensified view of landscape 
and the figure painting which 
Soutine, one of the greatest fig- 
ures in lhe art of the 20th cen- 
tury, established and developed. 
But emigfo that he was, with a 
Northern sense of colour and 
ironic view of life perhaps in- 
herited from his homeland, dc 
Kooning brought a New World 
brash sensitivity to bear on his 
personal development from Pi- 
casso and Soutine, and per- 
fected a richly hectic sense of 
colour that does a great deal to 
accelerate and to assuage the 
rush to our nerve-endings that 
the finest painting by de Koon- 
ing always detonates. 

His peak was reached by 
I9SQ, and by then he had cre- 
ated a magisterial body of work, 
sensuous, always questing and 
probing, always saying some- 
thing however obliquely about 
the h uman condition, the busi- 
ness of being alive, aU set out 
in an exemplary exhibition two 
years ago at the Tate Gallery, 
memorably hung by Nicholas 
Scrota and David Sylvester, 
one of de Kooning's earliest and 
best champions in Europe. 

Bryan Robertson 

Willem de Kooning, artist; bom 
Rotterdam 24 April 1904; married 
1943 Elaine Fried f died 1989 one 
daughter); died East Hampton, 
New York 19 March 1997. 


Gethyn Stoodley Thomas 


Gethyn Stoodley Thomas was 
one of Wiles's best known tele- 
vision film-makers, contributing 
to a tradition of documentary 
film-making firmly rooted in the 
BBC’s Welsh operation. He 
worked for the corporation for 
30 years - m Belfast and Lon- 
don as well as Cardiff, to which 
he returned in 1959 despite ef- 
forts to keep him in London. 

He began in 1950 as a radio 
producer for the BBC in North- 
era Ireland and was one of the 
first broadcasters to switch to 
television. In London, from 
1957 he was the producer of the 
acclaimed Tonight current affairs 
programme where his chief was 
Donald Baverstock and his as- 
sistant producer Alasdair 
Milne, who later became the 
BBCs director-generaL Back in 
his native Wales a string of doc- 
umentaries marked him out as 
a film-maker par excellence. 
They included The Fire and the 
Fountain ( 1975), a vivid portrait 
of the artists Augustus John and 
his sister Gwen, and A Love Af- 
fair With Life (1969), which 
brought to the screen Sir 



Stoodley Thomas documentaries 

Gough Williams- Ellis, the cre- 
ator of the Italianate Welsh vil- 
lage Port Meirion. His much 
praised series on the history of 
the Rhondda, The Long Street 
(1965), is an important record 
of industrial south Whies which 
today has changed almost be- 
yond recognition. Towers Out of 
Tone (1970) paid tribute to the 
19th-century architect W illiam 
Burges who renovated Cardiff 
Castle and reconstructed 
Castel! Coch (Red Castle), a 




medieval fantasy perched above 
the M4 a couple of miles north 
of the Welsh capital One of his 
inspirations, the series Songs of 
Praise, still draws a faithful 
BBC1 audience on Sunday 
evenings 36 years on. 

The son of a Pontypridd 
butcher, Stoodley Thomas was 
educated at Maesteg Gram- 
mar School and London Uni- 
versity. graduating at University 
College Cardiff in Botany ana 
Zoology in 1936. During the 
Second World Whr he served 
with the Royal Navy. After the 
war he taught in Cardiff and in 
his spare time wrote extensive- 
ly for radio - an activity which 
paved the way for a long and 
fruitful career at the BBC 

When he retired some 20 
years ago he became television 
critic at the Western Mail. 

Tony Heath 

Gethyn Stoodley Thomas, film 
maker and producer bom Pon- 
typridd. Glamorgan 11 October 
1912; married 1942 PhyBis Evans 
(one son, two daughters); died 
Cardiff 18 March 1997. - 
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DEATHS 

DVNCAN: Ortngv. pL'Xvfulh. id Thus, 
France. |«Uvbniai> The funeral 

look place in Tours. He is greatly 
by all his family, since e\en in 
his absence, hia- Mrvn$ih and comic - 
lion continue m support them A 
memorial sersice has been arranged 
u* celebrale and sive f h/mJj* lar‘hi> 
life. 

.Vnnaonceroenl- forCumc BIRTHS. 
.MARRIAGES & DEATHS i Births. 
Adoption*. Marriage*. Dcadcs. Memo- 
rial .senicts. Wedding annhrrciries. In 
Mcranrtam) should he sent in uriling 
lo lire Gazelle Editor; The independent. 
I Canada Square, Oman Wharf. ten- 
don £14 5DL. telephoned to 0171-393 
-Oil 124-bour am wiring machine 
0171-293 2012i or toed Id 0171-293 
2010. and are charged at £tu50 a line 
i VAT ettr.it. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The queen car ra.", run enjMsvffk'nis in lhe 
Oly nf Si dim gharri, nhieh cvkhrilir- ,L - 
cvnlciur.- i hi- year, jiul ct-c«»hcri in the 
f-'i mmy m Noiiimduim hire. The prime triT 
"ales, tin tvhall nf ibe Queen. Imldt an 
mvesijiuro ji Burtmelitm hikuc and ,«• 
Pre-idem, ihe Prince - Tru.i. aiicmis ibe 
Briii'li Tideo in Swmuitmn :n ihe Ouecn 
Mother Spin -Centre. LonUi.n SW|, The 
Duke or York \ i-.il- lhe Defend. TcctnH- 
<»ey Siand ai die Year i if Engineering Suc- 
cess Exhibition, ihe Nainn.il Exhibition 
Centre, Birmingham 

Changing of the Guard 

The Household t-tialrv Xfuanted Kcgi* 
meni mnunu ihe Queen’? Life GuatcI ji 
Horse Guards. I (am. 


Birthdays 

Lord Busina of Fhveishara. QC. 
lormcr chairman. TVS Entertain- 
ment. riT: Mr Peter Brook. ihtM/ri- 
cul producer. 72: Dr Clark Brundin. 
President. Templeton College. Ox- 
ford. no: Mr Brian Clough, former 
football manager. o2: Mrs .Ann 
Chvvd MP. rjtfc Mr Timothy Dalton, 
•actor. 5 1 : Miss Ofu.cn Davies. former 
HeiidmiMrtfvs. Si Suithun’- Srhool. 
Winchester. 71: Mr? Uin Golding MP. 
f -4; Professor Richard Hare, former 
Professor of Moral Philosophy. Ox- 
ford University, 7v. Mr David Healh- 
co.n-.Amriry \1P. 4.S; Mr Michael 
Hcscftine MP. First Secretary qf 
State and Deputy Prime Minister. M: 
Mr Antony Hopkins, composer and 
conductor. 7h: Mr Frederic Home, 
former Chief Turing Master of lhe 
Supreme Conn, SO. Sir Peter Main, 
former chairman of Bunin. 72: Mr 
Ved Mehta, writer and journalist, 
to: Baroness Nici.il. Opposition 
•ipakomun on green issues in ihe 
House of Lords. 74; Lord Oakscy. 
racing journalist and television com- 
mentator. faS: Sir John Palmer, for- 
mer president of ihe Law Society, 77: 
Sir Brian Shaw, chairman, Fort of 
London Authority jnd of the Auto- 
mobile Association. 64; The Earl qf 
Swinten. farmer Chief Government 
Whip, oft: Maj-Gcn Sir John Swat- 
ton. Lord-Lieu tenant of Berwick- 
shire. 72; Mr Roger Whittaker, 
linger, hi: ProlesKir Roger Williams. 
Vice-Chancellor. Reading Universi- 
ty, 55: Lord Wihun of Lnncside 
QC. former Lord Advocate. SI. 

Anniversaries 
Births: Johann Sebastian Bach, com- 
poser. 1 riSS: Claude -Nicolas Ledum, 
architect. 1 7.'t5; Thomas John Dib- 
din. songwriter. 1771 ; Dorothea 
Beale, educationalist. I S3 1: Modest 


Petrovich Mussorgsky. composer. 
IS-W; Adolf Brodsky, violinist. I85f: 
FJ oKn 2 Ziegl'cJii stage producer. 
ISuV; Sir Bernard Cyril Freiburg. lira 
Baton Freybcro.Goveni'.ir-Gcnornl 
of New Zealand. ISS^: Oeotfrey 
De.irmer. pool. Deaths: 

Thomas Craiuner. .Archbishop ot 
Canterbury, burned at the sj.ifce 
I55tv John Law. financier .md spec- 
ulator. 1720; Louis-Antoiiw Henri de 
Bourbon Guide. Due U'Eaghicn. 
executed lft'U; The Rev William 
Seoreshy. Aielic explorer. ls57: Har- 
ry H. Corbett, actor. Sir 

Michael Scudamore Rcvlgravu. acl>»r. 
I c »-'t i ': Robert Preston tMoer.eyl. ac- 
tor. 1%7. On this day: the corona- 
tion of King. Henry V ...t England loi.'k 
place. 14J.': the Scullish Naiuina! 
Gallery in Edinburgh was opened. 
1S5 13 : the Tsnr and Tsarina ol Russia 
were arrested by the revolutionary 
forces. 1 Q I7; Waterloo Station. Lon- 
don. was opened. 1922; the London 
Planetarium opened. l**5b: in South 
Africa, many African demonstra- 
tors .it Sharpevilk- were shot. IVhfV. 
the musical <hnw Half j Supct hv 
fixsi pre>Juced. London. l u t>M Mar- 
tin Luther King led a civil right.- 
march. M.irtinz at Selnu. Alabama. 
United States, l^tir; John Stone- 
house. former government minister, 
was atrevteti in Australia on an ex- 
tradition u arrant after allegation* of 
fraud and thelt. 1**75; Namibia, for- 
meriy known a% South West .Mnca. 
tveame independent. 1SW. Today is 
the Feast Day of Si Enda. Si Fanchea 
and St Serapiun of Thmuri. 

Lectures 

Natiuna] ( ialletr: Jacqueline Lewis. 
'Aveti'M (iii|; Turn. Sui/ir Jcn/m r". 
1pm. 

Tale Gallery: Kathy PrenderycM 
talks about tier work 1pm. 


Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Kate McClusfccy. "Pop to Post- 
Muderni-m - . 2_Vtpm. 

Appointments 

Mr David Wright, lo be .Ambassador 
lo the Stale of Qatar. 

■Miss Maryaret Rotlrvrett, to be Am- 
bassador inon-residenil lo lhe Re- 
public nf Liberia. 

Mr Darid SnrrveJL to tv Amb-issador 
f non-resident/ to the Republic of 
C ope Verde ;ind the Republic of Mali. 
Mr James Daly, to be British High 
Commissioner to the Republic of 
Mauritius. 

Dr John Freeman, lo be UK Per- 
manent Representative to the lu- 
temationi)) Atomic Energy Agency, 
to the UN Industrial Development 
Organisation and to other UN or- 
cunis.ifion< .it Vienna, with the per- 
sonal rank nt .Ambassador. 

Mr Christopher lan McGonigaL tft 
be a Circuit Mercantile Judge, on the 
North Eastern Circuit. 

Judge GiNjfrey Evans, lobe Prcadcni 
oi lhe A«si.oauon i >r District Judges. 
Mr WJLA. Ross, in be Sccretniv and 
Keeper of the Records of the Duchy’ 
of Cornwall. 

Mr Stephen Lav inn. tu be Organist 
.md Director of Uie Choir ol the Tem- 
ple Church. 

Synagogue services 

Detail* of synagogue services to be 
held mmotrow may l«e ohljined hv 
telephoning the fnilimutg. Sabbath 
begins in London at n.oipm. 
tniled SiUdgaRues: 0I8K343 (TO. Fcd- 
c ration of Synaeoeues; 01SL202 236.1. 
Union of Liberal and Progrc&tb'e Syn- 
agiigiiec 0171-580 1664 Reform Syna- 
goeuw of Great Britain: 0 IS l-3-i*)47JL 
Spanhh and Ponuguese Jem Cmqrre- 
Raiion: 017I-25P 2SW. New London Sw»- 
aftORiu .- 1 Musorti i: 0171-338 1026. 


New court fees denied access to justice 


Regina v Lard Chancellor; or parte 
Wiiham; Queen’s Bench Drvidonal 
Court lUjrd Justice Rose, Mr 
Justice Uiwsl 7 March 1997 

The Lord Chancellor tad no 
power under existing legislation 
to prescribe court fees in such 
a way as to deprive a citizen of 
his constitutional right of access 
to ibe courts. 

Hie Queen's Bench Divi- 
sional Court granted an appli- 
cation bv John Witfiam for 
judicial review against the Lord 
Chancellor. Lord Mackay of 
Clashfem, and declared article 
5 of ihe Supreme Court Fees 
(Amendment) Order 1996 (SI 
319! ). which came into force oo 
15 January 1997. lobe uhm \ ires 
and unlawful in so far as iis ef- 
fect wus to deny the applicant 
his constitutional righi of access 
to the court 

The applicant who was on 
income support, wished lo 
bring proceedings in person for 
defamation, for which legal 
aid is not available. The 1W6 
Order increased to £130 the fee 
lor issuing a writ for claims less 
than £10,000 and lo £500 for 
claims without a monetary lim- 
iL There was no exemption for 
litigants, such as the applicant, 
who could not afford ine fees. 

Article 3 of the 1996 Order 
repealed provisions in article 
5(11 and (3) of the Supreme 


LAW REPORT 

20 March 1997 


Court Fees Order 1980 (SI 
821) which bad relieved liti- 
gants in person who were in re- 
ceipt of income support from 
the obligation to pay foes and 
had permitted the Lord Chan- 
cellor to reduce or remit the foe 
in exceptional circumstances on 
the ground of undue financial 
hardship. 

Peter Duff) 1 (BinJman & Partners) 
for the applicant; Stephen Richards 
(Treasury Solicitor) for the Lord 
Chancellor. 

Mr Justice Laws said ii was 
clear LhaL as a result of the new 
regime, there was a wide vari- 
ety of situations in which per- 
sons on very low incomes were 
in practice denied access to the 
courts to prosecute claims or, 
in some cases, to resist the ef- 
fects of claims a gains t them. 

The actual or purported 
vires for the 1996 Order was in 
section 130 of the Supreme 
Court Act 1981. BuL it was ar- 
gued, that did not permit the 
Lord Chancellor lo exercise his 
power lo prescribe court fees 
in such a way as to deprive the 
citizen of his constitutional 
right of access to the courts. 
Such a constitutional right was 
said to derive from the common 


law and article 6 of the Euro- 
pean Convention on Human 
Rights. 

The common law did not 
generally speak in the lan- 
guage of constitutional rights. 
In the unwritten legal order of 
the British state, at a time 
when common law continued 
to accord a legislative su- 
premacy to Parliament, a con- 
stitutional right could, in his 
Lordship's judgment only in- 
here in the following proposi- 
tion: that the right in question . 
could not be abrogated by 
the state save by specific pro- 
vision in an Act of Parliament, 
or by regulations whose vires in 
main legislation specifically 
conferred the power to abzo*.. 
gate. 

General words would not 
suffice and any such rights 
would be creatures of Ihe com- 
mon law, since their existence ; 
would not be the consequence 
of the democratic political 
process but would belogically 
prior to iL 

The common law provided 
no lesser protection’ of. the 
right of access to the courts 
(ban mi g h t be vindibated by the 
European Court of Human 
Rights in Strasbourg. The 


House of Lords had held the 
same to be true In relation to 
the right of freedom of ex- 
pression, and the right of access 
to justice could not be thought 
a lesser right than ttaL Indeed, 
the right to a fair trial, which 
of necessity imported the right 
of access to the court; was as 
near to an absolute right as any 
which could be envisaged. 

To a&rogafo that right Par- 
liamenthadto make it plain be- 
yond douttf to the reader of a 
statute that the provision in 
question prevented him from 
going to court for that was 
what would be required. Sec- 
tion 130 contained nothing to 
alert the reader to such a 


In his Lordship’s judgment, 
the effect of the 1996 Order was 
tobarabsolutelymaziyperaons 
from seeking justice from the 
courts. Access to the courts was 
a constitutional right: it could 
only be denied by the govern- 
ment if it persuaded Parliament 

. icaBy^in effeettyexprespro- 
visiba, jpemtefid the executive 
to turn people away from the 
court door. _ 

Tarnl Magrath, Barrister 

* This is thclestldw ri&ortfitrihe ffl. 
laryTenn. Law reports resume at the 
beginning of the Easter Term, on 8 
April 
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One last bad day fir a bad Parliament 



. ana ietus trawi 

with you. in tbe name crfG^W 

ThevrordsareCHiverQx»iiweffs,de- 

hvered to tie “Rump Parfcmren? at 


T£ ., . . r *«*utuucui m 

1653, but as we wasted the final tefe- 
■wsed session of Prime Minister’s Ques-_ 
tions for the Jftadiament of 1992-97 
y^erflayj . they seemed vmavbkfebly 
It was a wretched, mean-spirited, 

inwewKWino dwnrorA w’ 



a report on sleaze, which Mr Blair, 



— — — , — ^ iTiojv,! iwpuuuea wim ms 
^ *p?sot ra bitter cotnuer-accusatitHis, 
The Pnme Minister, as he reminds us in , 
tones of injured innocence, has' been - 
smeared during his time in office. Yes- 
terday he reminded , the whole country 
that he too can. be a sly and loquacious' 
anearer himself: It was rot a pretty sight 
Worse, the KKrllJrrKJF*C mom o 


tiament, have been made not by dect- 

™ Members but 

■ Lord Nolan. It. imsbeenteft to theCbm- 
tnons to process legislation, sometimes 
effectively, and to provide the news tail-, 
iet'is withthe pre-cGgested verbal gob- 
bets known as soundbites. 

_The story of the Commons as an in- 
staution in these years has been domi- 
nated -bjj "sfeaseVa word which has 
entered the national vocabulary, sinre 
1992 with a force and frequency it nev- 
er had before. Let us enter, at once, all 
the usual disclaimers and caveats -most 
MPs are honest, foreigners are mostly 
wcxsb. and seme of die h nsmecg acc users 

■ of politicians are no angels themselves. 
All that said, the envelope-stuffing ten- 



* 






to the Parliament as a whole. Tte main 
domestic political events of these vears, 

European Union, including Major’s res- 
ignation and retaking of the Ibiy lead- 
ership, to Blair’s remaking of Labour^ 
have taken place outside the Chamber 
and precincts ofWestmmster. The most 
memorable quotes and exchanges have 
occurred in television or radio studios. 
The most constitutionally "significant in- 
terventions. though sanctioned by Par- 


ff ■ « nuviw> w 

hort of British politicians. This has been 
a Conservative problem^partfy because 
have toted m power. 

blood sports party, has careered along 
behind ingteeful mood. Yfet Labour also, 
with if$iiQlc-locaI difficulties in DdocBster 
andefegwhere, andafterits n ationa l woo- 
irsg of party-hdpmg business tycoons; has 
still to prove' to the country that all its 
people would be different .. . 

More important than all that, howev- 
er, has been the lads; during the 1992- 
97 Parliament, of the two essential 
elements in a successful representative 
democrary - brave leadeaship and real 
debate. Leadership has been la dcfng , tn 
particular. orerEurnpe. The real r unning 


ONE CANAIW. SQUARE CANARY WHARF LONDON EU5DL 
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has been made by dissident Tbiy MPs. 
whose campaign against the EU and their 
own Cabinet has been ferociously ener- 
getic and breathtakingly successful; and 
by Thatcherite commentators add edi- 
tors in the Tbry press. They have helped 
turn public opinion around while the cho- 
sen leaders crffoeCrin^mtive Party, in- 
cluding the Prime Minister, have dithered 
and prevaricated. Mr Major's negotiat- 
ing stance at Maastricht wfl] be remem- 
bered as a wise, fer-sigbted achievement, 
and a signal service to his countiy. But 
retreating, month by month, before a 
Enno-hostile movement which grew in 
self-confidence with every backward 


step be rook was do service. Without one 
man, Kenneth Clarke, who courageously 
refused to follow fashion, that retreat 
would have become a disastrous rout 
Nor, if the job of politicians is to chal- 
lenge public prejudice and offer new vi- 
sions, has the leadership of New Labour, 
so far, been hugely impressive. The par- 
ty modernisers have bravely and ruthlessly 
saved their own political machine from 
its own atavistic instincts. But they have 
not addressed the country so bokily. From 
social policy to economics, the agenda 
of the Conservatives has been more 
echoed than confronted. This, we think, 
will change if Blair wns on 1 May. Every- 


thing will be subtly but essentially altered, 
and Britain will shift direction. Yet h can- 
not be said that the Labour from bench 
led for Britain in any striking way dur- 
ing the Parliament just ending. 

What about debate? There are very 
bard arguments to be had in this coun- 
try — over the great car culture and the 
environment; over monetary union; over 
the dash between individual choice and 
mass dismay ar what science makes 
possible; over drugs, censorship, violence 
and how we treat children. Far too few 
of these, we fee L, have raged passionately 
in the Commons. Our Mf^ have spoken 
cautiously, nicely, often to an ahnos emp- 
ty chamber, following party lines, and get- 
ting truly angry only when their own 
privileges or honour are under debate. 
They have been suited careerists, with- 
out sufficiently wide ambitions, not con- 
scious enough of their possible leadership 
role in the Britain of the late Nineties. 
Earlier this year, some of them were huff- 
ing and puffing about the admittedly rau- 
cous and sound-bitten Granada television 
debate on the future of the monarchy. 
One of the reasons that happened is that 
they themselves would never have dared 
to debate such matters. So while we ad- 
mire many individual MPs, feel affection 
for others, and recognise a mass of hon- 
est and hardworking individuals, we say 
ag? m. with Oliver -you have sat too long. 

Let those who return in a few weeks 
reflect on the failures of our Parliament 
Past. Let them remember that every 


cheap, sneering exchange that defaces 
Prime Minister’s Questions lowers the 
Commons a little further in importance; 
that even a few, very slightly, corrupt MPs 
Can corrupt the reputation of politics ab- 
solutely; and that a chamber which fails 
to debate the serious things the country 
is worried about becomes ignored and un- 
reported. Yesterday was a bad day near 
the end of a Parliament. Away with you 
all to the hustings - and come back, 
washed by democracy, cleaner, sharper 
and - frankly - better than you were. 


Life beyond 
the Internet 


D ear a.pupfl(ji gobbledegook.co.uk. 

welcome to the future. The Internet 
is it. so log on, get computer literate and 
become a highly paid, creative info- 
worker in the" 21st century. You won't 
need books, because you can look up any- 
thing you need on the Net, or on a CD- 
Rom. Fiction? That's all about stuff that 
didn't really happen, isn't it? Education 
is a serious matter of preparing our 
nation to compete in the global economy. 
Or so it would seem from Tony Blair s 
plans to give every child their own e-mail 
address. Of course, we welcome the 
report commissioned by the shadow 
Prime Minister. Bur let’s not forget about 
learning to speak, write and reason. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Now for the 
West Lothian 
Answers 


Sir. In Andrew Man’s discussion of 
the devolution question (19 
March % as in Robin Goofs recenr 
remarks on the subject, the same -: 
automatic dismissal of the 


-: v 3 *rr$$s 

uMtiAgif fern* - *£# If 


appears. No coun ter-arguments - 
axe produced: Andrew Marr 
merely dubsit ‘'Utopian”. • : • . ' 
~ Ihaveanesptonationforthis- 
absence of argument, lb accept an 
English asernblywtjnW be for theV 
first time to acknowledge the 
equalityofSc6tJan4 Wales.and >• 
England. It would be to throw off 
the last imperialist illusion- - 1 • .. . . 

I believe asap^ otioEn^sh- - 

wouklbearevwifyn^pixjpbsal, 
which would have the same effect 
on "Wales and Scotland without any 
danger of riidingintoliisast 
y nationalism, since a common 
vahdngdfffiediffeimicesofe^' 
would emerge in this late historical 
admission of equality, this last 
surrender of old colonialism. 

This both solves the West Lothian 
Question in the very best way and 
also gets rid of the British Empire at 
long last. It is that which is stifl'a 
block toa true valuation arid 
development of onr English national 
culture. It would notbreakup the 
United Kingdom. On the contrary, 
the refusal to countenance equality 
is what would lead to its collapse. 

Dr EDMOND WRIGHT 
Cambridge - 


Sir Andrew Mazr,'for solid reasons, 
rules out the two most widely 
canvassed solutions to the wfest 


Lothian Question: decreasing the 
number of Scots MPS and a fully- ■’ 
fledged federal system for the UK. 
He pins, bis faith on a reformed 
electoral system which would 
reduce the differences between the ■- 
historic nations of Britain. 

This raises die question as to how 
much of the pressure for devolution 
feu* Scotland andWhles actually rises 

identity to a 

reaction against the neo-liberal 
hegemony which has been imposed' 
on the Union latieriy from apolitical 
base heavily biased towanfe the • 
Home Gmnfies. ' 

If a new, more widely based 


whether by electoral reform or by a ■ 
itiall 


substantial Labour vietoiy, we 
predict that the present safi eaqc 
lues nofl” in British 
•reduced. This 


poBfics would 


of 


pursuing other options 


to dries and regions and i 
tion of local communities i 

uiim neighbourhood andj 
parch councils with real powers.^ 

In a few years’ time we mayyiew. 

w devolution and its infamous 

accompanying question as a 
pasting phase -another 
unwelcome consequence of 
unbti&td kisser- fair*. 

SIMON PARTRIDGE 

London N2 


Opportunity to 

rethink the NHS 




Retune your 
stereotypes 


Sin God spare us Channel 5 
retunersyet another onslaught 
from BBC people like Dennis 
Bardens (“God spare us the 
Channel 5 retuner". 17 March). As 
everybody knows, we take pride 
and delight m insulting your family, 
disrupting your video and smashing 
your ornaments, leaving you 
without television, food, shelter or 
hope for months on end. 

It might be nice to hear of the 
millions of retunes carried out 
without incident, bringing a new 
channel at no cost. Il would be 
nicer still to read of the countless 
unofficial favours performed, 
resolving minor reception 
problems or demystifying the 
instruction book for customers. 
How many viewers enjoy better 
reception of Channel 4 or BBC 
South following my visit is 
anybody’s guess, but they must 
number hundreds by now. 

But no. all we get is constant 
grief. With monotonous regularity I 
get called out to people intent on 
blaming Channel 5 and me 
personally for every bit of 
atmospherics, every unsuppressed 
car that drives past, or their own 
inability to se t the video timer. 
MARKPARKER 
Maidenhead . 

Berkshire 


Although h number of measures to 
reduce wortdoad have been " 
introduced (for example, increased 
clerical assistance), the vast 
majority of the reduction in junior 
doctor bottts faas been achieved by 
an alteration in working practice - 
“on-calT less frequently bntwitha 


Sir. The conscqueiK3®o/^^ ^ 


junior doctors {letters Iv. 19 

March) desert further comm^- 

• Long horns provided no beneut 
in t rafeSn PL add the eodbf this 
.exploitation, riboudd be celebrated- 
However* we are ntw faced with 
the proWftmof seriw* prevision- 


Wfe need more radical 
health care is to improve. 

(1) An expanded role for nursing 
staff. This is already happening to a 
smaD degree. The reason it is not - 
more widespread is related to 
monetary considerations and 
entrenched views. Most of us know 
that such staff would provide an 
excellent service to the public^ as . 
Jong as they receive support from 
medical etaffand management. 

|2) Re-evaluating the role of the 
jspital consultant. Al present, ~ 
earfyassessmeart of the acutely 
unwell patient is rarely by the_ V-: 
hospital consultant Are tepfeal 
consultants la3sy?.Certainly not; 
they are among the hardest- 
wotkmgprcrfessionals in our 
society. Do they dislike patients? 
Again, certainly non although 
some enjoy their detachment from 
the “cod fece",^ the majority relish 
pa tie nt contact. So what keeps - 
them from the bedside? Ad 

increasing mnount of their time is 
dedicated towards.nnprcriag br 
even maintaining theservice they 
provide. The reason forthis is the 
OTstem of healfli service ; 
management with which we are - 
aotsrshackled, a management 


con tinually battling to hold their 
corner. Changes in tranjing haye 
provided the opportunity for ^ 
eonsnltants to be involved in tiie 


consultants to 1 . 
prhnaiy care of patients in ; 
hospital. Given support from 

management and the right 


environment, this could be 
achieved. 

Rather than a time of gloom, we 
are presented with the opportunity 
to rethink our health service. 


Maybe ip five years' time a sick 
child pre 


presenting to the accident and 
emergency department will be 
assessed promptly by a senior 
doctor and, if admission is 
necessary, moved quickly to the 
ward for treatment by a well- 
trained nurse. Maybe this would 
even save money! 

Dr KEVIN SOUTHERN 
Paediatric Research Fellow 
St James’s University Hospital, Leeds 


High point of the 
political cycle 


Sin Your choice of the Tour de 
France; as a metaphor for the 
election campaign (leading article, 


18 Marcb) ma^ be more apt than 


you dunk. In the 1996 Tbcr, Miguel 
Indmain, the five-times winner of 
the event, predicted that he would 
win, but was beaten by a fit young 
upstart. I live in hope. 

CARLTON REID 
Editor, ’Cycle Industry’ 

Newcastle upon Tyne 


SinBplIy Tbynbee (“Don’t let them 
tell yon ft doesn’t matter who 
wins", 18 March) says that when 
listening to Labour, we must “trust 
that they are lying through their 
teeth”. 

This is my father's paradox of 
Epimenidcsthe Cretan, who said 
that ah Cretans were liars. If he was 


lying, he was telling the truth; but if 
he was telling the truth, he was 
tying. Ir took my father 10 years to 
crack this paradox. If Polly Tbynbee 
can do it in less, she is a better 
philosopher than my father was. 
Earl RUSSELL 
House of Lords 
London SW1 


Sir Your article "Movers and 
shakers line up to support main 
parties" (18 March) suggested that 
the Chief Rabbi has given his 
support to the Labour Party. That 
is untrue and without foundation. 
The Chief Rabbi, as a matter of 
principle, never endorses political 
parties or leaders and maintains a 
strict political neutrality. 

SYMA WEINBERG 
Office of the Chief Rabbi 
London N12 


Sir. Can anyone explain what a 
soapbox is? 2 was bom in 1909, so 
have been around for a long time 
and have sever encountered one. 
Where did John Major get his? 
JEANMATHESON 
Newark, Nottinghamshire 


Gas prices to fall 
- for the well-off 


Sin The news that a further 2-5 
mDlion homes could be able to 
choose their gas supplier in 
October (“Lang speeds up gas 
price competition”, 18 March) is 
hailed as a victory for the industry 
regulator. 

All the evidence is that the new 


gas suppliers in the domestic 
market are courting predominantly 
middle- and higher-income home- 
owners who pay for their fuel by 
direct debit- Competition is based 
solely on price, with no evidence of 
more efficient use of energy, or of 
action to promote this. 

Meanwhile, consumers who use 
prepayment meters for home 
beating continue to be denied 
access to the benefits of 
competition. They may be 
predominantly on low incomes and 
living in the poorest housing, but 
they do pay in advance for their 
gas. Yet on average the new gas 
suppliers charge these people 
20 per cent more for their gas than 
a customer on direct debit (and up 
to 34 per cent more). 

Those who find it hardest to pay 
are charged the most This is the 
unacceptable face of competition. 
ANDREA COOK 
Director; Notional Energy Action 
Newcastle upon Tyne 


Dutch secret of 
economic success 


Sir. Tb my knowledge, Hamish 
McRae (“Slimmer governments 
under pressure to do more with 
less”, 18 March) is the first publicly 
to identify one of Europe's best-, 
kept secrets; the economic prowess 
of the Netherlands. It is said to set 
an example to Germany and 
France. Why not to the UK? 

The Netherlands has signed up 
pragmatically to Maastricht That 
also means the Social Chapter -yet 
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its unemployment is lower than 
ours (a fact Tory propaganda could 
never acknowledge). 

Even though in general wages 
are higher there (I envy ray 
opposite number in the Nether- 
lands, who earns at least a third 
more than I do, while costs and 
household expenditure are scarcely 
different), its per capita inward 
investment is, if not higher than 
ours, then pretty close to it - 
something else the Tbries carefully 
conceal from us by concentrating 
on the inward investment total. 

Apart from less dogmatic 
national management and a 
decentralised political system, 
some reasons for the Netherlands' 
success evident to any visitor are a 
better-educated population, a 
sense of citizenship as partnership 
at all levels of society, and pleasure 
taken in the present and the 
potential of the future - all in sharp 
contrast to what we find in Britain. 
Quick-look the other way orwe 
may have to learn a few lessons. 
RODEN RICHARDSON 
London SE7 


Sin Dennis Bardens was most 
unfortunate with his Channel 5 
retuner. My retuner was courteous, 
efficient and speedy. None of the 
equipment was damaged and there 
was no interference on any channel 
- except Channel 5, which looks 
like coloured corduroy. But who 
cares? The programme previews 
accompanying the test 
transmission don’t tempi me 
anyway! 

JOHN HAMPSON 
Thirsk, 

North Yorkshire 


Nature and the 
Salisbury bypass 


Quick dap 


Sir. “Dap” can also refer to the 
speed at which a person or object 
travels - “He went at a good Jap". 1 
have never heard it used of 
dropping crockery, which does noi 
mean that R Pugh (letter, IS 
March) is wrong, but I never use 
“drop" in that con tea. The correct 
word is "fall", as in “You mind you 
don’t fall our Mam’s best cup when 
you do do (sic) the dishes." The 
dialects Of South Whies vary greatly 
over even very short distances. 

Die Vbiy Rev JOHN ROGERS 
Llandajf, 

Cardiff 


Sin Your report “Bypass cost to 
nature is too high” \ 19 March) 
suggests that the Highways Agency 
has backed English Nature in 
saying that the impacts of the 
Salisbury bypass are unacceptably 
high from a nature conservation 
point of view. Thai is not so. The 
Highways Agency has submitted a 
factual report on various matters 


referred to it by the Secretaries of 
:.This inclu 


udes in an appendix 
,but 


State. 

a report by English Nature, but the 
Highways Agency has expressed no 
opinion on English Nature's views, 
apart from on purely technical 
matters. 

Copies of the agency's report will 
now he sent to interested parties to 
allow them to comment. 

Sir GEORGE YOUNG 
Secretary of State for Transport 
Department of Transport 
London SWl 


Virgin challenge 


Sir. Mra Johnson (letter, 19 March) 
was told she must not breast-feed 
her baby while travelling on a 
British Rail line since taken over bv 


Virgin West Coast. I challenge 

' San ‘ 


Richard Branson to become the 
first rail magnate to introduce a 
baby-friendly carriage on his trains. 
Imagine how much easier it would 
be to travel if children had 
somewhere appropriate to play and 
be fed, changed, etc. on long 
joumevs. 

STEPHEN GRAY 
Berwick upon Tweed 
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Believe it or not, 
people in this country 
do still make things. 
Why? Because they’re 
mad. Jonathan 
Glancey fills up his 
Jaguar and goes in 
search of what’s left of 
British excellence 



he Great Western 
Designer Outlet Vil- 
lage' opens this 
week. It replaces 
Swindon railway 
works, which lor more than a 
century built some of Britain's 
finest locomotives - Cities. 
Saints. Slurs. Halls. Manors. 
Granges. Castles, Kings - and 
was a world-famous centre of 
British engineering and work- 
manship. Swindon's transfor- 
mation is a paradigm of the 
decline and tall of traditional 
British manufacturing, and the 
Great Western Designer Out- 
let Milage a mirror in which we 
see reflected the inexorable 
rise of a nation of incurable 
shopaholics. 

Manufacturing accounts for 
just 20 per cent of the British 
economy's output in 1^97. Per- 
haps this suits us well; perhaps 
those 150 years during which 
Britain was Lhe workshop of the 
world were no man; and no less 
than a polluted hillock on the 
historical landscape. How much 
nicer the countryside is becom- 
ing now that so many of our 
clothes are made in sweatshops 
in India, the Philippines and 
Central America- and our cars 
in Japan, Korea and Malaysia. 
We like to consume, not to 
make. We are increasingly a 
nation of couch potatoes rather 
than a workshop of active 
producers. 

This year. Brush Electrical 
Machinery of Loughborough 
will make a handful of loco- 
motives for the Channel Tun- 
nel's Le Shuttle car-ferry ser- 
vice, but the only important 
order for main-line locomo- 
tives in Britain is one from 
Wisconsin Centra], the US rail- 
road corporation that, since 
the privatisation of British Rail- 
ways. runs our national rail- 
freight network. The 250 diesel- 
clectrics ore to be made by 
General Motors in Ontario. 

There is just one other main- 
line locomotive - Tornado - 



In praise of the oily rags 


under construct ion. in Don- 
caster. birthplace of Mallard 
and The Flying Scotsman. Tor- 
nado is on exact replica of a 
1948 A 1 Pacific, a 1 OOmph. 


3,000hp express passenger 
loc< 


steam locomotive which will 
earn its keep pulling enthusi- 
asts' specials. Its construction is 
symbolic of contemporary 
British attitudes to heavy engi- 
neering. We think it outdated, 
the stuff of museums and 
theme-park displays. 

The country that invented 
lhe railway locomotive has all 
but abandoned it. And manu- 
facturing along the war. do we 
want to make anything in 1997 
that requires physical effort, 
oil y hands and the desecration 
of what could be cosy country- 
side? In his provocative book 
English Culture and the Decline 
of the Industrial Spirit \ Pen- 
guin. 19811 Martin Wiener, an 
American historian, argued 
that an obsession with social 
betterment and snobbery 
sapped Britain's industrial 
vigour. The children of indus- 
trial magnates were packed off 
to public schools, had the clas- 
sics beaten into them, built 


country houses and idled their 
lives away chasing foxes and 
passing the port. Today, few 
pukka' middle-class graduates 
venture into industry. For 
many, their dream is a well-paid 
job doing something “creative", 
a fashionable flat in town and 
a super place in the country to 
play latter-day milords and 
ladies. They are the pages of 
Couture Life come to life. 

With these reflections in 
mind, I decided to find out why- 
anyone could still be bothered 
to manufacture anything that 
could be called industrial, when 


post-industrialism: superstores, 
DrY centres, “country clubs" 
(whatever they are), leisure 
cenres. motorway service sta- 
tions, business parks, ostrich 
farms, insidious estates of exec- 
utive homes (exurbia in excel- 
sis), to Canterbury. Wimble- 
don, Malvern. Lianwem. Deity 
and Doncaster. 


the world of arts, culture, prop- 
tcial ser- 


erty. leisure and financis 
vices beckon with their promise 
of social prestige, easy money 
and manicured hands. So I 
filled up the twin tanks of my 
V12 Jaguar Sovereign - a car 
built on the scale of a loco- 
motive during Jaguar's brief 
spelj of independence between 
the dead hand of British Ley- 
land and the vital grin of Ford 
- and set out in search of what 
remains of our industrial land- 
scape. This took me along high- 
ways and byways lined with the 
visuallv obnoxious effluence of 
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A neck injury can mean z 


months of visits to a i 




specialist for treatment 






And, if you’re not adequately \ 
covered, it can also mean t 
months of expensive bills. 
Some policies don’t cover 


treatments like osteopathy 


and chiropractic. And, t‘ 


incredibly, some don't give i : 
you full cover far basics (ike 
specialist consultations and L.-: 
surgeons’ fees. . 

Primecara, from Prime V' 
Health offers all this cover 
and much more - at a price !>*.; 
that’s equivalent to some '{'* 


“What’s really painful is not being 
covered by my health insurance.” 


Gall 0800 77 99 55 now, 

or fill in the coupon for a no-obligation quote. 
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companies’ budget schemes. 

On top of which, we're one i* 
of the few to offer a no- r- 
claims discount of up to 50%. !, ' 
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Primecare? I. 
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n these towns I talked to 
men and women who tan 
and cut leather, craft sports 
cars, extrude steel and set Lhe 
world's finest aero-engines 
whirring into life. Stiff and sus- 
picious at firsL they wanted to 
talk statistics, investment strate- 
gies. marketing initiatives, and 
arcane MBA management 
stuff, but what I wanted to 
know, and finally got from 
them, is why they continued to 
go to so much bother to make 
things in noisy factories for rel- 
atively little profit when they 
should be. if the Wiener theory 
bolds up. riding to hounds or 
dabbling in the arts. 

"I actually quite enjoy what 
we re doing," says a tentative 
Joseph Connolly, managing 
director of Connolly Leather, 
supplier of seat covers to 
Jaguar, and to hansom cabs, 
gigs and broughams before the 
carriage went horseless. 

Quite enjoy running a tan- 
nery in Canterbury and a 
leather works in Wimbledon in 
the face of stampeding foreign 
competition? Come, come Mr 
Connolly. 

"Well. I certainly don't want 
to be the member of the family 
who closes down the business 
father and grandfather fought 
Tor. Father died of a heart anack 
right here in the factory. Can’t 
let him down, can I?” 

Yes, he can. Sir John Betje- 
man famously turned his back 
on the family firm, Betjeman & 


Co. which made cabinets and 
costly gewgaws for Aspreys. 
The decision broke his father’s 
heart. It also produced a future 
poet laureate and one of 
Britain's best-loved authors. 
Portrait of a Deaf Man, a poem 
in memory of the father he 
spurned, was one of the best 
things Betjeman wrote. 

I turn to Joseph’s younger 
brother and fellow director. Tun. 
and ask him the same question. 

“These are tremendously 
challenging times for us. No 
more cosy contracts with old 
pals in Lhe motor industry the 
business grew up with. We’re 
out to prove that a British fam- 
ily business can become a 
global supplier in an increas- 
ingly competitive market. Wim- 
ble don is our base, but we’ve set 
up joint ventures in the US and 
Argentina and factories in Sin- 
gapore and Melbourne 
Tim Connolly's enthusiasm 
begins to ignite and accelerate 
through the emotional gears. 

It's Joseph and Tim's brother- 
in-law. Anthony Hussey, who 
finally says what no-nonsense, 
lantern-jawed business execu- 
tives are not meant to say. 

“Let’s face iL Jonathan, the 
reason we make things when we 
could be investing elsewhere or 
enjoying an easy life is because 
we're mad. Nuts. Barking. In a 
good year, we're lucky to make 
5 per cent profit on a £55m 
turnover. If we chase to com- 
mit ourselves to the luxury 
goods business, for example, 
we'd be looking at easier 
money. Look at Louis Vuitton 
[the French company famous 
for its artfully monogrammed 
luggage]: their profit on £960m 
turnover is, I think I'm right, 
£445 m." 

That’s iL While there are few 
saner and more delightful busi- 
nessmen than the Connolly 


clan, it is ultimately their love 
of making tilings and proving 
that there is a market for the 
things they make that drives 
them on. *That”, says Hussey, 
“and the fear of boredom. r 

“We might be mad,” says 
Joseph Connolly, “but I can’t 
help feeling that making things 
is good for the economy in the 
long run. It underpins an other- 
wise precarious set-op based on 
financial services and other 
intangibles. Manufacturing 
helps an economy weather 
storms. Even the Swiss are 
keen, manufacturers.” 


C harles and Peter Mor- 
gan, makers of the 
famous and perversely 
old-fashioned sports car that 
bears their family name (in 
wings on long, louvred bon- 
nets) have been weathering 
storms for decades. The busi- 
ness was set up by Peter’s 
father, HFS Morgan, in 1909. 
It moved to its present ram- 
bling home in clear sight of the 
Malvern Hills in the Twenties. 
Despite the famous storm 
warnings announced by Sir 
John Harvey-Jones, former 
chairman of ICI and tele- 
vision’s business Double 
Shooter, Morgan's archaic 
methods of manufacturing con- 
tinue to pay off. Morgan builds 
and sells 500 cars a year, and 
there is never less than a four- 
year waiting list for these 
charismatic and characterful 
timber-framed, timber-floored 
machines. The company 


employs 135 people, exactly 
100 of wf 


of whom make cars - car- 
penters, panel-beaters, seam- 
stresses - clattering away in a 
rambling row of brick and tin 
sheds. Staff turnover is a mean- 
ingless concept 
“We have a good old barney 
over pay odcc a year," says 
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is set to become the worlds 1 
biggest manufacturer of aero- 
engines. Some achievement. 

R-R management might appear 
cool and detached, but if a 
Spitfire flew over the factory 
there would be a rush to the 
boardroom window- no 
besuited executive would 
ignore, much less mistake, the 
operatic thunder of a Merlin 
engine on song. The latest gen- 
eration of R-R turbo-fans may 
be whisper-quiet, but there is 

no mistaking the passion that 
moves Che blades that create 
the thrust that lifts jumbo jets 
and drinks trolleys reliably hi^h 
above the ever-changing British 

ctoudscape. , , 

My own lore of planes 
derives partly from making Air- 
fix and ReveU kits of Spitfires W* 
and Corsairs when very young: 
making them helped me to 
understand the way they 
worked and their inherent 
grace. By reminiscing in this 
manner, I encouraged one 
reluctant, sober-suited aviation 
executive to admit that he had 
done the same. But why the ini- 
tial embarrassment about con- 
fessing to his childhood enthu- 
siasms? What on earth is wrong 
with wanting to make things? 


Peter Morgan, retired MD 
unmoveable from his desk, “but 
we all enjoy making the cars, 
and that’s what counts.” 

“It certainly is,” says Charles, 
former ITV cameraman and 
sports-car raring driver. “1 gave 
up with telly. It was thrilling 
filming under fire in Afghan- 
istan (hiring the Soviet invasion, 
but when the industry became 
more interested in manage- 
ment structures than making 
films, I bailed out. Making cats 
is fun; in fact, 1 can’t think of 
anything better. 1 rather hope 
my daughter might want to 
take the business on when I 
retire." 

W? walk through the factory, 
inspecting antique sliding-pillar 
suspension assemblies, plywood 
wheel arches cut to perfection, 
iron-pumping V8 engines 
stacked in comers ... 15 minutes 
of this and anyone with a glim- 
mer of Toad in their hearts will 
be signing up for a Morgan of 
their own. It is the very making 
of Malvern’s finest that sells 
them. Morgans are not a means 
of transport, but a passion. 

So, too, are the mighty jets 
that lift countless civilian and 
military aircraft into the strato- 
sphere, though you wouldn’t 
know it from the matter-of-fact 
moaotones of the chaps who 
run Rolls-Royce Aero Engines, 
Derby. Quintessential Mid- 
landers, they give the impres- 
sion of being almost indifferent 
to the magic they perform. It’s 
just their manner. Ten sure that 
they fed with me that a top 
aero-engine is a kinetic sculp- 
ture and a thing of ineffable 
beauty, as well as a machine of 
gratifying precision and prodi- 
gious power. Its construction, 
executed in surgical sheds, mar- 
ries the logic of the computer 
to the dexterity of human hands 
and eyes. This year Rolls-Royce 


A s the big Jag wafted me 
back to London, several 
things seemed clear. 
The British are best at making 
highly crafted machinery, 
highly technical machinery, or, 
in the case of Rolls-Royce (or 
racing cars, or hi-fi equipment ). 
a fusion of the two. There is 
little point in our competing 
with the Chinese steel industry' 
when British Steel at Uan- 
wem can. make a healthy profit 
producing a much lower vol- 
ume of hi-tech “clever steels” 
beyond the ken of mass- 


producing nations. Equally, it 
for Morgan 


would be pointless for 1 
cars to think of competing with 
Mazda or Ford. 

I learnt, as I suspected, that 
energy and enthusiasm are 
more than a match for the flip- 
chart, overhead-projector, my- 
jargon-is-more-macho-than- 
your-jargon school of business 
management. Detached pro- 
fessional management might 
well turn a profit deciding that 
designer labels are more profit- 
able than diesel locos, but l 
can't get excited by the Great m 
Western Designer Outlet Vil- - 
lage; nor, apparently, can those 
promoting iL The press kit 
announcing the opening of this 
retail “facility" was wrapped 
around a scale model of the 
Great Western Railway 4-6-0. 
6005 King George II (although 
the one sent to me is literally off 
the rails). The full-scale origi- 
nal was designed and built at 
Swindon railway works 70 years 
ago. The retail sector may have 
triumphed over manufactur- 
ing, but I get the feeling that not 
so very far under the surface, 
and despite Martin Wiener's 
astute analysis of the upper- 
middle classes, there are many 
people who wish we were still 
making things rather than sim- 
ply consuming those made by 
others. You don’t have to be 
mad to want to make useful 
things in Britain at the turn of 
the century, but it might be the 
only xray to produce anything as 
enduring as Connolly leather or t 
as endearing as a Great 
Western King. 
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A brighter, more comet-friendly Britain 


lou are now entering an 
election-free zone 


[his has been Science 
Week, a week at the 
start of which the 
British were an ignorant, 
scientifically naive hunch and 
after which they are now one 
of the most scientifically 
sophisticated communities in 
the world. 

Or are they ? 

Well, it’s easy to find out 

It' you have been paying 
attention, you loo should he 
scientifically switched on by 
now. 

So why not test yourself to 
sec just how* much you have 
picked up ? 

Here we go then! All you 
have to do is see how many 
of rbe following searching 
scientific questions you ran 
answer. 

1. Every w eek Mclvyn Bragg 
starts the week with a bunch 
of assorted pundits, and every 
week one of them is ti 
geneticist. What are the odds 
against this happening by 
random selection ? 

2. Sometimes one of the 
Dirablebvs asks for a show of 
hands during one of their 


Question programmes, and 
says. “Of course this isn't a 
scientifically conducted 
survey”. Compared to what? 
What is a scientifically 
conducted survey? 

3. For instance, is a political 
election a scientifically 
conducted survey? 


4. If the opinion polls say 
that one party will win, 


. _ _ , and 

the election results say that 
by a count of elected 
members the other side has 
won, might a scientist say 
that the polls were right and 
the election was wrong? 

5. What IS the scientific 
process ? Which of the 
following descriptions most 
nearly approximates to the 
way science works ? 

a) Evolving a theory and 
then testing it with 
repeatable and verifiable 
experiments until proved 
true or false. 

b) Developing an 
experimental programme 
such as sheep cloning which 
is newsworthy enough to get 
more research funds rolling 
in. 

c) Being called in by the 
Government at BSE or 
E.Coli tune and being asked 



Miles 

Kington 


to bail them out overnight 

6. How can you tell sheep 
apart at the best of times? 

7. A comet has been placed ■ 
in the north-western sky 
especially to promote 
interest in Science Week. But 
what is it called? 

a) “Hip Hop" 

b) “Gault- Millau" 

c) “Darth Vfcder" 

d) “Look, just over the 
chimney, that faint blob, oh 
it’s gone now....” 

8. What does the word 
“forensic" refer to? 


a) Cutting up dead people 

b) Crime shows on TV.„. 

c) Any evidence in court 
which is subsequently shown 
to be dodgy. 

9. What can be seen glowing 
faintly in the evening after 
sunset and again round 
about sunrise? 

a) That thing, you know, 
the whatsit, the asteroid, no, 
as you were, the comet or 
whatever 

b) The nearest big city, or 
perhaps just Trowbridge 

c) Michael Howard on 
Mewsnigftt and again on the 
Today programme. 

10. What is a comet exactly? 

a) A laser show designed 
to publicise Science Week 

b) Nuclear waste dumped 
to space by a now-extinct 
civilisation 

c) An omen foretelling 
great unrest ahead and 

massive hold-ups on the M4G 

11. Which of the following 
words are not genuine 
scientific terms ? 

a) morph 

b) ap 

c) mutant 

d) ninja 
ejginonnous 
Omega 


g) bodacious 

12. The population of the 
worid is mcreasingTthe whole 
time, but the amcHint of air 
and water stays constant, 
leading to a smaller share for 
everyone.: What will this 
mean far manfcmd by the 
year AD2200? 

a) That we will all be forced 
to take smaller breaths ? 

b) That air will be piped 
down from the upper 
atmosphere, rather as water 
is how piped from foe Welsh 
hills? 

c) That bottles of Stay air 
will be placed on the tables 
of posh restaurants? 

d) That dry methods of 
washing ourselves will be 
evolved, eg Thai we will 
varmum-dean our hair 
instead of shampooing it? 

13. Have you ever met 
anyone who- had finished 
reading^ Brief History of - 
Tone*! 

14. Explain briefly foe 
difference between Richard 

. Dawkins and Stephen 
Hawking. 


Answers will be given next 
tone Science Week comes 
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the commentators 


“Si 


°> are ffvt orgasms 
really , better, than . 
pne?^ SCTeams Own- i 
pony magazine. A stupid 
: mie5tk>n,,one mjghffeel,but in. 
the current "Less is .more" 
cftma te goverr^ everything 
from, politics to cuisine, you 
never can teiL Quality. latoer 
than quantity is the order of 
the day. ~ 

to hear, “a Spside to adutch 
of climaxes”. The most impor- 
tant thing, apparently, is to do 
rt with someone you love. This ” 

may explain why four out of 10 . 

women prefer to remain 
celibate, according to the 1995 
General Household survey. 

. Either there are not enough •; 
men of a suitable calibre, or we - 
‘ don’t love them enough. " " 
Before we prodaimcdibacy • 

as the new rock'n’roll. we might . * 
question how . honest . the 
respdndentsfo toesurvey were 
in the first place. As the age - 
group ranged from 16 to 49, we 
may assume .that there were.' 
some who lied about how • 
much sex they were having.. . 
Yet the figures arh backed up 
by detailed questions', about: ; 
contraceptive use. ' 

Experts are beiiig wheeled in - 
to^^u^c ^howti iis tragedy 

women. Presumably H hasa’t- 
affhcted the naiion’s irm, or 
toe60pCTcemaf$mgtewoinen 
who aren’t : celibate and /are 
having to dq overtime to make • 



Moore 


mother 


says, ‘If 


a 


pised, and to be honest, the sex 
was crap/* Keith fared a bit bet- 
ter. but once bade in London, 
“it was a case of been there, 
done that,, time to move on. 
And without a. tan he didn’t 
look half as good". ' ' 

Is Maria really a “bastard”, 
an example of girl power, a 
. wannabe Gvtie Show presenter, 
a ladette who is “mad for it", a 
mode] of sexual health, a pro- 
duct of sexual liberation, a 
refuter of double standards? 

She may be none or all of 
these things she may hot even 
exist, butasarole model she is 
too sorely dated to be worth 
aspiring to. The days when such 
behaviour would have marked 
her out as a sexual pioneer have 
kmg gone - they belonged to 
the Seventies, the era of Erica 
Jong’s “ztptes^fhck”. I care no! 
whether Maria has sex with 
fare of 50 men a week - if h 
makes her happyrif it doesn’t, 
she may as well stick . to 
aerobics. - 

■_ I sn^ject the abstainers may- 
know what makes them happy. 
Orthey inay simply view sex as 


man, 
shoot him 
before he 




Women,, accustomed to 
.increased choice in every area 
of . th’eir lives; are making 
choices in this department too. 
Contraception has freed us up, 
• work has given us indepen- 
dence. Mary women view sex 
aspart of adeak not as the deal 
ftselLThey want partners to fit 
mwitb 1 


op for the abstainers. But bdw could four m 10 ; pared earlier, instead of changing their 
gjfb be just saying no when we haveassumed around when they meet a man- 
toey were always saying yes? How could they “ *" " 

turn their noses up at this trivial pursuit? Are 

wajr between the sexeS? Wm^^^reahy 


' ' The facade of a successful partnership— the 
dinner parties, the mini-breaks, the public 
woHd bfcoupfedonj-- is ; as i important as what 
goes bn behind dosed doors. wbmenVrefusa] 
to compromise means increased business for 
dating agendes and mmrt^e guidance coun- 
sellors. &x, in this model, is a perk of the job 
of cbupledom, rather than an earth-shattering 
experience; 



Ten reasons why Blair 


can’t afford to relax 


I t's been Labour’s week 
again. First, The Sun trans- 
forms the landscape by 
backing Tbny Blair. Then the 
Tories are put hugely on the 
defensive over cash for parlia- 
mentary questions - overshad- 
owing one of the best ever 
monthly falls in unemployment. 
In hand-to-hand fighting for the 
headlines the lories have 
already suffered heavy losses, 
and the campaign has scarcely 


by Donald Macintyre 


begun. 

Soil 


Men are simply not up fo it, Or so it has 

wi. Asm; 


reaBybeallmouth and opunderwear? 

It may be hard, for a-sextialiy obsessed cul- 
ture to contemplate, but j>exhap$ we have had 
enough. We have heard so xoach, read somud^ 
seen so much sex that we cannot he bothered 

to feke our interest mthereal thing atrymbre: -been claimed. As my friend’s mother always 
We haw had buckets at sex ip aider^ to. 
liberate: ourselves^ ser to become emotipnafly: 

healthy,,^ to ... 

prove we siandS, sme 'to 4 ' ^G^ren "further- permission ' to act Bke 

cement^ relationships, ;£a§tal. sex,; serious, because of the burgeoning Lad culture, they 
sex, sexlh faraway places, iex with (he boy' .- sutiut around^ desperate tor those three ^ fit- 
next door: 7 tie words that Mrs Merton claims her hus- 

Wfe are all toOers inxhe great sex judnstiy. . ,band waited a long time to hear: "If you 
After all t^s sexual’ our must.* 


toys, ^If.ybu find a good man, shoot him 
Theyi 


beforebe goes off." They cannot cope With 
all these demands, and who can blame them? 


conclusions are rather mundane - sex is 
usually better with Bomepoe yon 1ft® than 
someone you don't No sex may be preferable 
to bad sex. At certain times and for certain 


They are confused poor things, and so are 
we.Sex is power one minute and play the next, 
imbued with mystical significance for some, a 
mechanism for release for others. In a sexually 


te,sex is more important tiunjat otters, saturated culture, 'its currency has become 
I find the news of these sexual shirkers/the devalued. “Shagging*’ mid “bouking”_ are 




“abstainers”, those "braye souls whoh&ve 
phoned inside in the Sexual revolution, rather 
heartening. What willpower it must require 
to ignore the pierages Beamed out at us 
from every poster, magazine, advert, film and 
television screen. 


infantile expressions, hbli6ay-camp activities, 
that make sex mean nothing. This may be the 
apotheosis of sexual liberation, but it doesn't 
pan out Eire that because too many of us still 
want sex to mean something. 

If some women are shirking their responsi- 


ble sweatl Great sex, less effort" (Move); ■ lutity to be sexually active at all times, it may 
“Secret life of a sex addict (£&); “Aliens forced be becauto they have liberated themselves 
me to have sex” (Stone/) are jnst a selection of from the idea that they can' only be defined 
headlines from, magazines aimed at /young . within the context of a sexual relationship, 
women. Company hasafeature on women who Celibacy mavnot be new, but it is still con- 
are “bastmtis^Oimsiich^ wbo aderedshoddng m an era of compulsory sex- 

> it, for i 


slept with “five complete strangers” on holi- 
day in Greece last summer. Sleep is a pecujiar 

“Rupert was taD and^^midted great 
teeth.” Bloke 4 was not impressive - “I actu- 
ally fell asleep during sex because t was so 


uafactMty. The abstains may, nice everyone 
ebe, talk about itmore than they do it, for if 
there ^ Isa moral in the tale it is thisrbur biggest 
sexual fantasy is the enduring one that every- 
one dse in the world has more sex than we do. 
Better start fantasising less. 


it seems eccentric to sug- 
gest that Labour, around 20 
points ahead in the polls, has 
any reasons for anxiety. If any- 
thing its support seems to be 
hardening. But that's just it. 
Both parties are deeply suspi- 
cious of the size of the poll lead 
and, ironically, both would 
probably like them to narrow to 
what Labour regards as a real 
gap closer to 10 per cent- The 
rones, so timt they can improve 
morale and promise the land of 
real. fight that the electorate 
and press would like; Labour so 
that it would inject a more 
realistic view of the work that 
still needs to be done. Com- 


2. Money. John Majors biog- 
rapher, the historian Anthony 
Seldou. has listed nine factors 
for why Tory governments fell 
- ranging from party disunity 
and a negative image of the 
leader to reeling that it is time 
for a change. Major’s govern- 
ment displays eight out of the 
nine. The one it doesn't is 
money. Ibries won’t say how 
much they have got 
but Labour puts the 


and Major has less to lose. 
4. Europe; The shuffle by the 
Cabinet in January when it 
agreed that a single currency 
was “ highl y unlikely - , followed 
by an amber light to candidates 
opposing the single currency 
outright has meant lh3t many 
Tory candidates are running 
their own campaigns without 
reference to Central Office. 


sous of competition and partly 
because of the old adage thai 
the best commercial position for 
newspapers is to be Tory at 
times of a Labour government. 
The main danger among 
activists is a feeling that now The 
Sun has switched sides the bat- 
tle is over bar the shouting. 
This is a big mistake. It wasnT 
the Sun wot won it in 1992. 1 l 
— had much more to do 
with 


Labour’s tax 

pared to £12m of its Neither side believes the nock's unpopularity. 

Michael Heseltinc is 

the size of Blair’s lead. 


place ncy is Labour’s big enemy. 
So for hubristic Labour candi- 


dates and party workers here 
are 10 potential problems to 
worry about; 

1. The reverse incumbency 
factor. The bright lights are 
now on Labour. Because of the 
widespread assumption that 
Blair will win. significantly 
more interest is being shown in 
Labour's policy proposals by 
the media, and by the Tories 
themselves, now effectively 
fighting the election as ah 
opposition party. Earlier this 
week the Evening Standard put 
50 questions about Labour’s 
programme to the party. When 
asked why the same proposals 
were hot being pul to the 
Tories, the reply came back: 
“because no one thinks they’re 
going to win." 


own. This means 
much more for 
newspaper advertis- 
ing, direct mail shots 
and telephone can- 
vassing. 

3. TV debates. 

Labour strategists 
are quietly confident 
that debates will 
work to Blair's 
advantage, but several senior 
Tories believe they will help 
Major. And as the first in British 
political history they cannot fail 
to inject an whiff of danger into 
an otherwise heavily pro- 
grammed campaign. At pre- 
sent both the BBC (front man: 
David Dimblebyj and ITV 
(Jonathan Dimbleby) are 
proposing two 90-minute Sun- 
day night debates, with an 
expected audience of 15 million, 
in mid-campaign. Blair and 
Major would confront each 
other, with Ashdown being 
grilled separately. ITV envis- 
ages a looser, more audience 
friendly format with more cross- 
talk between the two main lead- 
ers. BBC would have Ashdown 
on at the end, ITV in the mid- 
dle. The main obstacle is Ash- 
down's understandable reluc- 
tance to be left out of the main 
debate. But the balance is tip- 
ping in favour of debates That 
means danger for both sides. 


The fight is not over 
until 10pm on 1 May 


and not just on Europe. If the 
sceptics are even half right 
about their popularity, some 
Toty defectors might be won 
back. 

5. Im m igration. First it seemed 
as if Major was slapping down 
any attempt by Nick Budgea 
and his fellow right-wingers to 
exploit the difference between 
Tories and Labour on the pri- 
mary purpose rule covering 
spouses of immigrants. Now it 
seems there won't be a full 
scale press conference on immi- 
gration. But MPs like Budgea 
will be free to campaign on the 
issue and Michael Howard will 
almost certainly mention it. 
This is undermining Tory sup- 
port among Asian voters. But h 
could still be a negative for 
Labour among wavering white 
C2s. 

6 Potential Sun backlash. Mur- 
doch’s swing to Labour makes 
it unlikely the Daily Mail wiD fol- 
low suit. This is partly for rea- 


straining at the leash 
to deliver a broadside 
at foreign newspaper 
tycoons, but Central 
Office is much more 
rcluctam, possibly 
because huge efforts 
were made by senior 
ministers to stop 
Murdoch doing it. 
The overall effect is a big net 
gain. But Labour may still play 


a price, especially among the 
ine classes. C 


chattering classes. Conservative 
defectors who dislike The Sun. 
and rival newspaper groups. 

7. The landslide factor - the 
risk of a counter-swing against 
Labour once electors start seri- 
ously translating the poll lead 
into a 1906-style majority. As 
the Tories point out. Labour’s 
planned constitutional changes 
are for ever - and not just until 
the next Tbiy government lakes 
over. One way of preventing 
this is by stamping on the 
related problem of ... 


8. Triumphs list indiscipline. 
All senior Labour spokesmen 
need an urgent inoculation 
against Sheffield syndrome - 
the ailment which caused Neil 
Kinnock to lose it at the pre- 
election rally in 1992. This is 
one reason why Blair is cam- 
paigning in meetings with small 
groups of voters rather than 
tub-thumping US-style presi- 
dential rallies. Shadow minis- 
ters with eves on Cabinet jobs 
are particularly susceptible . 

9. It's the economy, stupid. It's 
true that the Tories are suffer- 
ing from an unprecedented dis- 
junction between economic 
optimism and their own popu- 
larity. But the lp tax reduction 
due in April certainly won’t 
harm the the Tories. 

10. The Max Clifford factor. 
The effect would probably be 
limited. But just because The 
Sun has swung to Labour it 
can't be ruled out that Labour, 
as well as the Tories, could be 
hit by prurient sexual revela- 
tions before polling day. 

The two men most aware 
lhaL it could yet be a much 
tougher fight are Blair and 
Major. Blair starkly warned his 
MPs this week that “we have a 
mountain to climb" and that 
just to get a majority Labour 
needs its biggest swing since 
1945. This doesn't mean that a 
landslide isn't possible. Even a 
10 per cent lead would deliver 
an aw-e-jnspiring 80-seat major- 
ity. But it does mean that 
Labour would be wise to treat 
the mysterious electoral beast 
with deep respect all the way to 
10pm on Thursday May 1. 


peiTtiaJjy and stability in Europe 


E lans Kinkel, the German for- 
dgn be waits to 

spread ‘‘theGermanculmreof 
stability* to the rested Europe. This 
must be the femotK Gestoau sense of 
humour. StabiDty? Neartyfrve miffiori 
Germans officially uneanidbyed^afig- 
ure not seen since Heinrich Briming 
was Chancellor in 193J - and. guess 
who was his successor bid one? / •- 
StabiEty, ."whern striking misers 
refuse to get their tanks pw .HeJmut . 
Kohl’s lawn and extract from him yet . 
further'subadies for a coal ; industry;, 
where every' single ton costs the-tak- - 
payer 200 DM (£80) - arcamdT&tews-^ 
its world market value. 

Thisfr the Germany wberea secret r 
neport smsa thfrd of the railway net^. 
work needs to be cut )* the- . step 
- industry heavily, rationalised ana, 
health care sharply reformed- Where 
the derision system is stadongjip - 
tiabibties at as unsustainable rate pm 
where the governing coalition can ao 
nothing, without the assent oftne. 
opposition (who control toe^apper 
chamber of pariiamentj and tney 
won’t play ball _ . - - 

' Oh yes, and this ? ountr v!5f re 

some .GOThaffijto’e. pn?es 

authors -of 1 books aD^r^ virtumty, 
the entire natiotkhad complicity macy. 
eaerminatkm ctf £ar0 P e ^lz e ^7^Z ■ 
the same time as othes^wM 
sbmesetfior jbbb&ks. aS 
Kohl’s : 

ian 'Social Unrorydoptore the puoup > 
exbibitKHr of pictures ■ - 

incontrovertible evidence that toe 
Germany army was'au perpe* ■ 
traior of afrocitiesacross Etnopa. 
Stability, H«£ Kmfcd, when the 

ontydumee the unemployed ha«ejs 

for ; the Bundesbank, currently 



Helmut Kohl’s 
domination has 
ended wiffi a bang 
and Europe is now 


Seeking to be tied 
down lest the 
jackboot re^pear 
is a poor kind of 
fetalism,says 
David Walker 


repentant after having subjected Ger- 
many to masochistically hard levels of 
currency appreciation a couple of 
years ago, allows the Deutschmark to 
soften ... something of a paradox in 
the context; of the Euro. 

Germany is, in short, iu a bit of a 
mess. The era of Chancellor. Kohl's 
' dominance ended with a bang last 
week; the Christian Democratic union 
is scrambling for toe succession stakes. 
KohTs great work -reunification -stiD 
casts a shadowr the east German econ- 
omy is far from sorted, and public 
finances will Jong bear scais. 

But it is important, especially for us, 
the British, wifo aS pur historical bag- 
rage, to. understand just what tile 
German malady amounts to. It does 
not mean toe end of Vorsprune durch 
Tecknik. At the same time as the min- 
. ere were demonstrating in Bonn and 
Berlin last week the regular Cebit 
techno-fair opened in Hannover. 
German enthusiasm for the Internet 
rs burgeOaing; the idea that Germany 
: jsnotgpii®tot»amaj6r]dayerinnew 
technologies won't . wash. 

What Germany needs is a dose of 
“Thatcherism" in the sense it needs to 
move away -from old staples such as 
coal and steel and probably also away 
from the generous assumptions which 
underpinned the “social market econ- 
omy” (a creation, lei it not be forgot- 
ten, of the conservatives Konrad Ade- 
nauer and Ludwig Erhard)- 

How well will German politics 
cope? If they can select a leader with 
, more appeal than . Oskar Lafontaine 
-the Social Democrats must be m with 
a chance for the national elections tore 
next year. Then ft would be down to 
them, -out of power since the early 
Eighties, to deal with the unions, 


welfare, tax reforms, and (since they 
might need toe greens as coalition 
partners) toe environment. 

It is a heavy list. But those who 
spend their time examining the entrails 
of German democracy for signs of fail- 
ure and incipient fascism are going to 
be disappointed. The German politi- 
cal system is in rude health. Function- 
ing federalism which can still happily 
embrace cultures as different as those 
of Bavaria and toe Saarland is one of 
the glories of toe postwar constitution. 

The real German problem is 
Europe. This is apparent in toe sense 
that Maastricht and EMU have been 
allowed to become arbiters of the fete 


of significant politicians, not ^ost 


Chancellor Kohl but also the 
leader and finance minister Theo 
Wajgel and many of their colleagues, 
too. At this stage in toe economic 
cycle, with unemployment as high as 
ft is, German leaders need extensive 
room for manoeuvre. Instead they 


are treated as revolutionary. 

When Theo Waigel went to Brussels 
last week he complained about con- 
tributing the equivalent of £7_5bn a 
year to the EU budget, on top of Ger- 
many's huge direct contributions to 
regeneration in eastern Europe. 
“These are things we are doing not for 
Germany but for Europe 'Tie said. 

But why? Why this clinging, to a 
European scheme which may be pre- 
venting German adaptation and 
reform, may be stopping Germans 
asserting legitimate setf-imeresl? It is 
because Europe stops Germans hav- 
ing to think about their future as a 
nation. You can hear it from young 
intellectuals or old CDU hacks. They 


talk about merging Germany into 
Europe. We cannot handli 

_ C Jr,’’ M,:. 


have allowed toe European “project' 
to box them in. Read my lit 


my lips* Herr 
Waigel says; 3 per cent is 3 per cent - 
referring to toe maximum German 
budget deficit for EMU entry. 

But how will the Kohl government 
reach it? Buying-off the miners will 
cost millions" of marks. Tix revenues 
are running below expectations. EMU 
involves the end of the Deutschmark, 
the abolition of the Bundesbank - the 
destruction of two great sources of 
German postwar identity. And in aid 
of what? It is loo easy to reply in terms 
of Chancellor Kohl’s personal Euro- 
pean aspirations. It is not just him. 
The silence of the opposition and the 
trade unions on EMU is even more 
telling - mildly critical remarks by the 
SPD leader Gerhard Schrdder 


le a “Europe 
of Fatherlands'’ said a leading intel- 
lectual the other day because we 
would be bounced back into Greater 
German aspirations. It is a version of 
the Old Adam argument: tie us down, 
pen us in or else demonic forces will 
force us to pul our jackboots on. 

It is a poor argument, embodying a 
dangerous kind of fatalism. Europe 
will never wash away German history 
or German nationality. In his speech 
after awarding Daniel Goldhagen the 
Democracy Prize for his book Hiller's 
H Wing Executioners, toe philosopher 
Jurgen Habermas said toe Germans 
were too taken by this kind of pes- 
simistic historicism. What happened in 
the Thirties and Forties was the result 
of a one-off concatenation of ideas 
and mind sets. 

Europe may even be au impediment 
to the Germans realising what they 
have accomplished post-war, and 
rejoicing that they have it in them- 
selves to solve their own problems. 


□ CORGI 


Fly The 
Flag 



.Your New Corgi 

CLASSICS CATALOGUE’S 

Out Now! 

Celebrate 40 yesrs of Corgi O assies with the brand new 
catalogue - it's out now and yours for die asking. Whether 
you're a collector or a first-nme buyer, you'll find its pages full 
of classic collectable die-cast models. There's page after page 
of precision engineering and deoiled liveries, synonymous with 
those classic tars, buses and road transport vehicles which 
have made Cor w i the foremost name in quality coflectabte 
die-cast models of the last 40 years. 

For your FREE catalogue, please phone 


01703 336600 


Lines open 8am-8pm. 7 days a week or complete the 
coupon below. 



Please rush me a 
EE copy of the latest 
Corgi Classics Catalogue. 


Hr/M«/His__lnWa!<t>_ 


.Surname 


Address. 


, Postcode. 


.Telephone. 


TO: CORGI CLASSICS. PO BOX 2001. SOUTHAMPTON SOU OHS 


© 


0 


f * 








c ' ^ '■■■'■ 




i 


S 

3 


1 

:e 


OMWhOsI(J1^oooui M 







David Usboroe 

New York 


Maker of Chesterfield cigarettes to acknowledge smoking is addictive and can cause cancer 


The legal equivalent of an 
earthquake struck the tobacco 
industry yesterday following 
revelations that the maker of 
Chesterfield cigarettes was 
poised to acknowledge formal- 
ly that smoking was addictive 
and could cause cancer. 

The Liggett Group, the 
smallest of the main US tobac- 
co companies, was expected to 
confirm it had negotiated a po- 
tentially explosive agreement to 
settle lawsuits filed against the 
industry by 22 US slates. In re- 
turn. it would gain immunity in 
the future from such lawsuits. 

Under the deal, which was to 
be detailed at a press conference 
in Washington late last night. 
Liggett would also surrender in- 


dustry documents to assist the 
states in pursuing the other to- 
bacco companies and release its 
employees from any legal con- 
straints from testifying in sup- 
port of the lawsuits. 

The settlement promises to 
usher in a new phase in (he le- 
gal struggle in the US over what 
responsibility should be shoul- 
dered by tobacco companies for 
health problems suffered by 
smokers. Ultimately, it may 
force the industry to seek a long- 
term truce with litigants and the 
federal government. 

Negotiated behind closed 
doors with the attorneys general 
of all 22 states in Washington 
this week, the agreement will 
oblige Liggett to print new 


warnings on its cigarette packs 
spelling ou.i (hat smoking is 
addictive and can cause cancer. 
Liggett brands also include Eve 
and L&M cigarettes. 

Bennett LeBow, the head of 
Liggett, was expected to issue 
a personal statement conceding 
that cigarettes are addictive 
and carcinogenic and that the 
tobacco industry targets young 
people as potential smokers. 
While the admission may not 
appear stunning, it contradicts 
statements made by all the 
main tobacco chief executives 
under oath before Congress in 
1994 when they denied smoking 
was addictive. The Justice De- 
partment is investigating 
whether they lied to Congress. 


Under the deal. Liggett will 
undertake to make a token ini- 
tial settlement of S25m ff 16m). 
It will also continue to pay out 
25 per cent of its pre-tax prof- 
its to the states for 25 years. 

Liggett has broken ranks be- 
fore. A year ago, it reached a 
settlement with five states and 
with the litigants in a massive 
class-action lawsuit that has 
since fizzled in the courts. 

For the rest of the industry, 
it is Liggen's pledge to assist in 
the states' lawsuits that is most 
alarming. Shares in tobacco 
companies slumped yesterdav. 
In New York, shares in Philip 
Morris were down by more 
than $5 at midday to 51 16.75. 
Only a week ago, the same 


shares were at 5140. In London, 
shares in BAT lost 18.5p to 489p 
in late trading. 

Among the documents that 
Liggett has promised to re- 
lease are notes from consulta- 
tions between the legal officers 
of all (he tobacco companies 
over 30 years. These could be 
incriminating if they demon- 
strate a policy of concealing the 
addictiveness of nicotine. 

The deal was hailed by Scon 
Harshbarger, head of the As- 
sociation of Attorneys Gener- 
al. "The fallout from this 
agreement will be felt well into 
the 2lst century and it should 
end the farce of industry denials 
about Lbeir illegal and deceptive 
conduct,” he said. 


It will also be welcomed by 
anti-smoking advocates. In re- 
cent days, a dvertismg signs atop 
New York City taxi cabs have 
appeared depicting a stylised 
Marlboro Man. The posters 

show a skull under a cowboy bat 
with a cigarette hanging from its 
mouth and the slogan: " i Wel- 
come to Cancer Country." 

Analysts cautioned, however, 
that Philip Morris and the other 
main companies may not 
negotiate settlements. The pre- 
cise content of the Liggett doc- 
uments is unknown. Liggett’ s 
rivals axe also certain to take 
court action to attempt to block 
the banding over of the docu- 
ments on the grounds that they 
contain privileged information. 


Norwich to hand 
out £3bn windfall 
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Clifford German 


Around l.S million with-prof- 
its policy-holders with Norwich 
Union will each receive a share 
windfall worth an estimated 
£720 when the mutual insurance 
giant floats in June. The free 
share allocation is wider and 
more generous than expected, 
but several million policy-hold- 
er; with household or motor In- 
surance policies will miss out on 
the bonanza. 

Announcing the details of ihe 
£3 bn share allocation yesterday, 
Norwich Union said with-prof- 
its poliqr-holders, including 
those with endowment mort- 
gages. would receive a minimum 
of 300 shares, worth an esti- 
mated £720. 

Slightly more than 1 million 
members will get more than the 
minimum, depending on the 
current value of their polities. 
The basis of calculation has not 
yet been published, but there is 
no maximum award, and poli- 
cy-holders with large pension 
funds will get shares worth 
£10,000 and more. 

A further 1.1 million mem- 


bers with non-profit policies, 
which includes anyone with an 
ordinary life assurance policy, 
investor; in Norwich Union 
unit trusts, and pensioners with 
Norwich Union personal pen- 
sions. will get a fixed allocation 
of 150 shares, worth an esti- 
mated £360. 

Policy-holders living abroad 
will be eligible for shares and 
there will be a cash alternative 
for members living in countries 
which do not permit share own- 
ership. Bui the flotation will not 
benefit ordinary household and 
motor policy-holders, who are 
not deemed' to be members of 
the society. 

The cut-off date for polities 
which are eligible is 1 October 
last year. Any taken out after 
that dale will not qualify for free 
shares. The proposal must win 
75 per cent approval from those 
voting at an extraordinary gen- 
eral meeting to be held on 18 
April. 

After the furore caused by 
second-named account holders 
missing out on the building so- 
ciety flotations, Norwich also 
looks set to run into flak after 


ruling (hat each policy relates 
only to one member. 

Where there are two named 
policy-holders only the first 
name on the policy will be en- 
titled to shares. The finance di- 
rector. Richard Harvey, 
admitted yesterday that many 
thousands of divorced couples 
would still have joint policies, 
and only the first-named would 
receive the shares. 

The shares would currently be 
worth an estimated 220p-265p 
each, Norwich Union said. It is 
raising £1.75bn in new capital 
in a public share offer at the 
time of the flotation. The new 
money win go to pay costs of the 
float, estimated at £l20rn. An- 
other £ 130m will be retained in 
the general insurance company, 
and the balance of £lJbn will 
be paid into the life assurance 
fund, and invested in shares and 
other assets. 

Had the group been a pub- 
lic company throughout the 




past three years, profits would 
have risen from £404m in 1994 


have risen from £4Q4m in 1994 
to £5Slm in 1995 before drop- 
ping back to £567m last year. 
Assuming a dividend yield of 


5 per cent the group is expect- 
ed to be valued at over £5bn 
based on the notional £2Q5m div- 
idend it would have paid last 
year. That equates to around 1. J 


limes the embedded vahie of the 
life fund, whereas comparable 
companies are valued at between 
1.3 and 1.8 times the embedded 
value, which suggests the mar- 


Booming economy scares City 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Inflation edged lower last 
month thanks to the strong 
pound, which also hit export or- 
ders. But the booming eco- 
nomy has taken manufacturing 
output to its highest since May 
1995, while consumer credit 
set a new record. 

The City mood has shifted in 
favour of the need for an in- 
crease in interest rates follow- 
ing a batch of figures this week 
showing the economy building 
up a strong head of steam. 

Most analysts expect the 
move on 7 May, right after the 
election. 

Interest rate gloom account- 
ed for a drop in share prices. 
The FTSE 100 index tumbled 
more than 74 points to 4.258.1. 

“The strength of demand in 
the economy will not stop in- 
flation falling this year, but it will 
affect the outlook for 1998." 
said Michael Saunders, UK 
economist at Salomon Brothers. 

Minutes of the February 
meeting between Bank of Eng- 
land Governor Eddie George 
and (he Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. published on Wednes- 
day, showed the Bank urging an 
immediate base rate rise. This 
week's figures, including a big 
drop in unemployment and in- 
crease in earnings growth, will 
have reinforced its message. 

The Government’s target 


measure of inflation, retail 
prices excluding mortgage in- 
terest rates, fell to 2.9 per cent 
in February from 3.1 per cent. 
Economist’s still think there is 
a good chance it will hit its 2 J 
percent target temporarily ibis 
year as the effect of the strong 
pound feeds through to goods 
on the high street. 

The headline rate edged 
down from 2.8 per cent to 2.7 
per cent. Seasonal foods and 
household goods prices con- 


tributed most to the decline. 

The figures, published on 
the anniversary of the BSE 
crisis, showed beef prices only 
1.6 per cent lower than a year 
earlier. Clothing and footwear 
prices displayed their usual 
post-sale rebound. 

The rate of increase in goods 
prices generally was the lowest 
since May 1995 due to the ster- 
lingcffecL However, services in- 
flation climbed to its highest for 
three years. 


US rate rise likely after 
Greenspan testimony 


Washington - Alan Greenspan, 
Federal Reserve chairman, in- 
dicated more strongly than 
ever yesterday be favoured a 
pre-emptive strike against in- 
flation, strengthening market 
belief that the central bank will 
nudge interest rates higher 
when its key policy making 
committee meets on Tuesday. 
writes Rupert Cornwell. 

“U's almost a done deal. He 
said he's ready to puil the trig- 
ger,* 1 commented David Jones, 
a Wall Street economist, re- 
flecting the widespread view 
that after ! earing short-term 
rates untouched for more than 
a year, the Fed will increase 
them next week, probably by 
0.25 percentage points. 


In testimony to the congres- 
sional Joint Economic Com- 
mittee, Mr Greenspan depicted 
a robust economy fuelled by 
strong consumer demand, with 
good prospects of sustained 
growth for the rest of the year. 
Should the Fed choose to act, 
he added in the phrase that sent 
the Dow tumbling as much as 
70 points in early trading, “we 
know from past experience that 
although the financial mar- 
kets may respond immediately, 
the main effects on inflationary 
pressure may not be felt until 
late this year and in 1998". 

For Wall Street bis words 
were as near as the cryptic Mr 
Greenspan could come to con- 
firming a move next week. 


The outcome of the tug-of- 
war between the two categories 
will determine the path of in- 
flation over the course of the 
next few months. 

Other figures yesterday con- 
finned that demand is booming. 
The latest survey of manufac- 
turing by the Confederation of 
British Industry showed that ex- 
port orders have dropped to 
their lowest level since No- 
vember 1993. 

But domestic orders more 
than offset this, and the volume 
of output was at its highest for 
nearly two years. The balance 
of firms increasing rather than 
reducing output rose to 25 per 
cent from 16 per cent last 
month. 

Sudhir Junankar of the CBI 
said: “It is a more encouraging 
picture on output." 

Separate statistics published 
by the Bank of England showed 
that growth in M4. the broad 
money’ measure whose pick-up 
has alarmed Eddie George, 
climbed to 11_3 per cent in 
February. 

The high street banks re- 
ported that consumer credit 
set another new record. New 
ioans amounted to £626m dur- 
ing the month, about half as 
much again as the recent 
monthly average. 

The surge in personal loans 
took the edge off slight fails in 
mortgage lending by banks and , 
building societies. 


Warning over 
EMU rates plan 


Yvette Cooper 


The proposals being consid- 
ered in Europe for managing 
the transition to a single cur- 
rency leave the dooT open for 
speculators to destroy the whole 
project, according to’a report by 
the Centre for Economic Poli- 
cy Research. 

Economists argue in the re- 
port that the lock-in rates be- 
tween participating countries 
should be set at their central 
parity rate within the exchange 
rate mechanism. This is a con- 
troversial proposal, opposed 
by other European experts, and 
rather different from the two 
alternatives touted so far by 
European officials. 

The mechanism for setting 
enuy rates for economic and 
monetary union in January 1999 
will have to come before an in- 
formal Ecofin meeting of Eu- 
ropean finance ministers and 
central bankers before the par- 
ticipating members are an- 
nounced in the spring of next 
year. The first chance for a foil 
discussion wfl] be at the infor- 
mal Ecofin on 4 April 

The main proposals now un- 
der consideration are to fix the 
entry rates at whatever the mar- 
ket rates happen to be on 1 Jan- 
uary 1999. or alternatively to use 


tually take place. Graham 
Bishop of Salomon Brothers 
said: “There’s a lot to.be said 
for keeping the markets guess- 
ing. It is a mistake to give the 
markets something to aim at.” 
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OTHER INDICATORS 


“I don’t believe that these t- 
demenf will necessarily draw foe 
rest of the indusfry in,” said 
Maiy Aronson, a litigation an- 
alyst in New York. 

Also' unclear last night was 
what was motivating Mr LeBcw 
to hand over foe shop in so dra- 
matic a fashion. A prominent 
theory is that by. aimomting 
Liggett with future immunity 
from prosecution, Mr LeBow is 
attempting to make- his com- 
pany attractive as a target for ac- 
quisition. Mr LeBow, who owns 
Liggett throu gh his larger bold- 
ing company, the Brooke 
Group, was until reoendy fight- 
ing to force RJR Nabisco to sep- 
arate its food and cigarette 
divisions. That strategy, which 


failed, was seen as an effort by 
Mr LeBow to engineer a merg- 
er of Liggett and RJ Reynolds. 

Hinting ai foe battle lying 
ahead over foe fate of Liggett s 
documents, an attorney repre- 
senting Brown & 
foe US subsidiary of BAX said 
that for Liggett to surrender 
them would be “improper . 

The battle over tobacco, 
meanwhile, is broader than just 
foe lawsuits of the 2- states, 
which alone could ultimately 
cost the companies billions of 
dollars. Several US cities, in- 
cluding New York, _ have 
launched lawsuits. Additionally 
there are some 200 lawsuits 
pending. The LigS^H ^ deal 
would appear to give all litigants 
substantial new ammunition 
with which to hit foe industry. 

Comment, page 21 


L&G suggests . . 

way to redress Hion ^ 

pensions gb c*U 


NicCtcutti. 

Personal Finance Editor 


& General, one of the 


Bonanza: George Paul, chairman of Norwich Union, Allan Bridgewater, chief executive, 
and Richard Harvey, finance director, announcing the windfall Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


ket value of foe group after flota- 
tion could be in excess of £6bn. 

It will rank in the top 40 UK 
companies when dealings begin 
in June. 


an average of each country's 
market postion overa period of 
months or years. The second ca- 
tion is widely referred to as foe 
LamfrUussy rule, after the pres- 
ident of the European Monetary 
Institute, who first aired foe idea. 

The CEPR report, entitled 
“EMU: Getting foe endgame 
right.’' says it is a mistake to rely 
on market forces to establish the 
relative positions of currencies: 
“Leaving the fast day’s exchange 
rate indeterminate implies that 
markets have no anchor to base 
their expectations on during the 
interim period. This would desta- 
bilise exchange markets in a pe- 
riod when it is least desirable.” 

Instead foe report sajsthe mar- 
kets should be given guidance in 
the foon of a commitment by cen- 
tral banks that conversion rates 
will be at the current central par- 
ities of foe exchange rate mech- 
anism. The authors maintain 
that if the commitment is credi- 
ble, markets will converge on 
those central rates. 

Bui some City analysts are 
not so sure foal the convergence 
on the central parities would ac> 


launched a charm offensive 
aimed at persuading financial 
regulators to agree an alterna- 
tive compensation me chanism 
for victims of the pensions mis- 
sefling scandaL . * 

The company formally pro- 
posed that alongside the exist- 
ing redress system, where 
people must be reinstated into 
there old pension, insurers 
could simply guarantee to 
match whatever benefits policy- 
holders might receive, from 
their former schemes. 

LAG'S proposals were cau- 
tiously welcomed by the Secu- 
rities and Investments Board, 
foe senior City watchdog, which 
painted oat font provision for 
such a move appeared in its 
original compensation guide- 
lines in 1994. 

However, the Personal In- 
front-line financial reguJator, 
played down the proposals. A 
PIA spokesman said they 
would be examined carefully, 
before adding: “We cannot see 
a significant benefit to in- 
vestors from [them]. Ws expect 
firms to make substantial 
progress in resolving cases, 
aooording to our existing guide- 
lines, during the course of this 
year." 

David Prosser, chief exeem- 
five L&G, said adopting the 
new proposal would allow foe 
long-running problem of com- 
pensating hundreds of thou- 
sands of clients to be solved 
almost at a stroke. 

Instead of a lengthy wait 
while pension funds supplyrel- 
evant information to insurers, 
policyholders would know that 
at retirement they would be 
paid exactly foe same amount 
as if they had never left their 
schemes. 


Mr Prosser said: “All parties 
surely wish to resolve the 
problems arising from pensions 
mis-selling as a matter of 
urgency. In our judgement, a 
new initiative is required if 
this problem is going to be 
resolved within a reasonable 
period of time. 

“The nub of foe problem 
under the current procedure is 
that case-by-case information 
has to be received from each in- 
dividual concerned. This takes 
a long time and we can do noth- 


ing to speed up foe receipt of 
information from occupation- 
al schemes.” 

Tom King, corporate affairs 
director at Standard life, said 
that his company had relatively 
few cases to consider and 
hoped to meet foe PIA’s end- 
of-year deadline for resolving 
them. But he added that this 
depended on foe speed with 
which occupational schemes 
supplied Standard Life with 
foe information it needed. 

“I am not sure why the PIA 
is so opposed to this. If peoples 
have something in their hand, ^ 
saying that a company is going 
to mirror the benefits they 
would otherwise be entitled 
to, what else do they want?” Mr 
King added. 

But he pointed out that there 
might still be several issues to 
resolve, including that of track- 


ing a person's earning? and 
other details so that foe right 
pension could be paid at 
retirement. 

L&G’s proposals follow foe 
long-running failure by insurers 
to meet deadlines set for them 
by foe PIA to pay compensation 
to almost 500,000 people who 
were wrongly advised to start a 
personal pension. ' 

The original date for resolv- 
ing the issue was foe end of 
December 1995. But last 
month, foe PIA admitted that 
barely 7,000 people have 
received compensation so fax. 


. •^ ie 173st A nrnial General Meeting oE the Company 
win be held fo Standard life House, 30 LothJan Road, 
Edmhuigh foi Tuesday 22 April 7997 at230pm. 
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Prosser’s proposal offers the PI A a way out 




That the normally 
trustworthy insurance 
industr y could tiave 
perpetrated this mis- : 
selling scandal In the 
first place is. bad . 
enough. Its apparent • 
failure to deaf with 
the compensation 
issue makes it seem 
doubly worse 1 


’Pffl maris to Legal Sc General's David 
“•-■ Prosser for coming up with a good 

though .not wholly original plan few break- 
mg the pensions tnis-selfing impasse. Bui are 
raguiatois and. others going to bite, and if 
. j ’ h not be -such a reversal and 
wimb down fox the Personal Investment Au- 
thority that somebody win have to go? 

It has not been a good month for Joe 
and Collette Bowe, chairman an d 
mief executive respectively of the PIA. 
First there was the. roasting they received 
from the Commons Tteasury -Select Com- 
mittee erver the paralysis in attempts to deal 
with the scandal. Then there was the dis- 
closure that those who have died awaiting 
compensation outnumber those who. have 
had their cases settled by three to one. Now 
along comes Mr Prosser 1 with his own way 


ofdealingwith th e problem. By implication 
PL¥s approach may. have 


■he suggests the 

been flawed all along. 

Anything is better than the present 
shambles and the proposal would certainly 
seem to. deserve serious consideration even 
if it does involves some loss of face for th e 
PIA. The trouble is that for the time being 
the PIA is sticking -to its guns. We’ve bent 
over backwards to accommodate the indus- 
try's needs on aC this and now they are say- 
ing let's start all over again, is the PlAs not 
unreasonable complain t. 

Well maybe, but the truth of the matter 
is that the present approach is not getting 
anywhere, and Mr Prosser’s proposal would 


seem to offer at least the hope of an early 
solution to what is proving to be as 
intractable set of problems. The approach 
pursued by the PIA is the exceeding com- 
plex one of getting aggrieved polity holders 
reinstated into their old pension schemes, 
which requires a calculation to be made of 
the shortfall in contributions. 

.The main difficulty has been persuading 


this is not their problem it is for them a low 
priority. 

The beauty of Mr ProsseT’s approach is 
that the insurance company doesn't have to 
wait for the pension funds to calculate the 
correct amount of compensation. By mir- 


roring the benefit that the pension fund 
voider 


have paid, it can solve the grievance 
immediately and settle the detail at leisure. 

It should be pointed out that Mr Prosser's 
motives are not entirely altruistic. That the 
normally trustworthy insurance industry 
could have perpetrated this mis-sellmg scan- 
dal in the first place is bad enough. Its appar- 
ent failure to deal with the compensation 
issue makes it seem doubly worse. 

The damage in public relations terms is 
incalculable. Mr Prosser’s plan offers a way 
out. a way of saying we've solved this prob- 
lem even though what the plan actually does 
is merely buy time in which to settle prop- 
erly . 

Even so, we should not knock the proposal 
just because h allows the industry to get shot 
of unwanted publicity. As Ms Bowe learned 


to her cost at the select committee Iasi week, 
failure to solve this problem has begun to 
reflect as badly on the PIA as it has on the 
industry. It is in evciyoncs interests that this 
be settled and the Grosser route seems to 
provide a rather heiter answer than the 
PIAs. 


W hen BAT Industries admitted a couple 
of weeks ago it would entertain seri- 
ous offers to settle its US lobacco-iulaicd lit- 
igation it was dear the industry was preparing 
ro abandon its untenable pretence that cig- 
arettes were not addictive drugs that caused 
cancer. The defensive chain was only ever 
going to be as strong as its weakest link and 
yesterday Liggett snapped. 

The proposed deal - a one-off muki- mil- 
lion dollar payment, then an effective 25 per 
cent tax on profits for 25 years, is dramatic 
enough. The agreement lo make available 
top-secret internal documents showing the 
tobacco companies knew ail along what dan- 
gerous narcotics they were peddling is pure 
dynamite. 

No wonder Liggeit's rivals have been 


gasping to their lawyers for injunctions to 
keep in 


te lid on their deceit. Allowing its 
employees to testify in the lawsuits against 
the rest of the industry threatens lo open up 
a grubby and explosive Pandora's box. 

Moreover, a personal statement from 
Liggett head Bennett LeBow that the indus- 
try has deliberately targeted young people 


as potential smokers and conceding that cig- 
arettes are carcinogenic and addictive seejns 
to imply that chief executives of the major 
tobacco companies were lying when they 
swore the precise opposite before Congress 
in 1994. 

Mr LeBow is. of course, working to his 
own agenda. He is trying to sell Liggett and 
needs a deal to draw a line under the out- 
standing litigation, so the business can be val- 
ued. The usual rhetoric last night from the 
company's peers suggests Philip Morris. 
BAT and the others are not ready to roll over 
except on their own lerms. 

What is remarkable about this unfolding 
drama, however, is the speed with which the 
terms of the debate are shifting. Only a year 
ago it would have been inconceivable for any 
tobacco company to be prepared to flag the 
addictiveness of its product. let alone put 
into the public domain documents that 
could blow a giant hole in the tissue of lies 
that has sustained the industry for 40 years. 
The endgame has begun. 


J ust as patriotism is the last refuge of the 
scoundrel, so a strong pound is a handy 
bolt hole for the chairman looking for an ex- 
cuse to swing the jobs axe. Can it really be 
the case thaf British Steel is basing its next 
five-year plan on the number of 
deutschmarks you can buy for a pound? If 
so. then Sir Brian Mofatt ought to get out 
of the steel business fast and go into the for- 


eign exchange. With foresight like that he 
would make a killing. 

Sadly, he does not possess any such gift. 
The reality behind the redundancies being 
spelt out lo union leaders today is altogether 
more prosaic. British Steel was going to 
impose them anyway, but the spun in the 
exchange rate provides a convenient excuse. 

In the 1970s it was overmanning that gave 
British Steel its justification to wield the’axe. 
In the 1980s it was overcapacity. Now it is 
that blasted exchange rate. German indus- 
trialists have grown used to living wiih a high 
exchange rate, until recently. When the aver- 
age British firm is confronted with the 
same challenge, it induces near panic. 

It is true that British Steel is unusually 
exposed to the £/DM exchange rate. But 
there is something called hedging and. 
when that runs out. there is something called 
management. In any event the relationship 
between exchange rates and plunging prof- 
its is not as linear as the company likes to 
make oul The seven-fold rise in Steels prof- 
its between 1994 and 1995 confounds Mof- 
fat’s law, because sterling was stronger on 
average, not weaker. 

The pound is just as likely to be back at 
DM2L25 in a years time as up at DM2.85. 
But either way it will make no difference to 
the 1 0.000 or so workers that will be look- 
ing for a job outside of a steel mill. Make 
British industry more competitive by all 
means, but please, don't use the excuse of 
the exchange rate. 
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Soaring pound puts as many as 10,000 workers at risk 

warn over massive 




Michael Harrison 


British Steel's fluctuating fortunes 


Union leaders wanted British 
Steel last night that they would 
resist any compulsory redun- 
dancies as the company pre- 
pared to spell oulits plansior 
5.000-10,000 job losses over 
the next five years. 

At 3 meeting with, senior 
British Steel executives in Lon- 
don today, the unions will be 
told that job losses will need to . 
rise '•significantly" from ..their, 
current level of 1,000 a year i f 
the company is to maintain its 
competitiveness in the face of 
the strong pound and cheap 
imports. 

Meanwhile a labour r Mf5 
Dennis McShane, blamed the 
cutbacks on the ChanceHof s ' 
“incompetence in managing 
the value of sterling" and 
claimed that the job losses 
could hit nearly 100 con-, 
stituendes, some of them mar- 
ginal Tory seats. '■ 

•y City analysts estimate that 
•• about £HXJmiswiped off British 
Steel's profits for every 10- 
pfennig rise in the value of ster- 
ling against the German mark, 
the currency in which steel is 
traded in Europe; 

Profitsfor the year to the end 
of March are set to tumble from 
£l.lbn last year to' about 
£400m-£450m as the pound has 
appreciated by more than 10 per 
cent against the mark and some 



farced redundancies: “Initially, 
the job cuts' wiB be sought 
through voluntary means but in- 
evitably there will have to be 
some compnisory redimdan- 
.desi" he added. J 
•. The unions were forewarned 
of the cutbacks In a letter from 
the BritishSteel chairman. Sir 
Brian M offer, and will be for- 
mally notified erf the plans today. 

The Amalgamated Engineering 

and Electrical Union’s nation- 
al ofifoer Bob Shannon said it 
would seek urgent clarification 
of the job losses, adding: “We 


will resist any attempt at com- 
pulsory redundancies.” 

Keith Brockman, general 
secretary of the Iron and Steel 
Unties Confederation, said: 
m We are extremely concerned 
about. the effects that- unfair, 
illegally subsidised imports and 
tbe rising strength of the pound 
are having on British Steel’s 
profitability and the knock-on 
effect that has on jobs." Mr 
Brookman said the union has 
been given no specific details of 
joblosses. 

Mr MacShane, the Labour 


Other victims of the pound 


analysis axe pendlfing^n^rof' 


f 


its for 1997-98 of just 

A British Steel spokesman 
said that it had originally 
planned to intmduce the job 
losses over a four to eight-year 
period as part of awider cost 
efficiency programme, but.it had 
been brought forward because 
of the exchange rate threat to. 
its competitiveness. 

He stressed that none of the 
group's four integrated steel 
plants - Llanwem and Fort ■ 
Talbot in South Wales, Scun- 
thorpe and Teesside -* or its en- 
gineering steels -division in 
Rotherham was .threatened by 
closure. 

But he could not rale out 


Sir Cofin 
ChandJra;tbe 
chief execu- 
tive, predict- 
ed the strong j 
pound condd ! 
knock £7m off; 
the group's* 
profits this yean Some of Vick- 
ers’ hedging against currency 
fioctnations ran outlast year Sir 
Cohn said he had asked Ms dW- 

sioiial managas to mitigate ster- 





as 


Lonifao has warned that tile 
strong pound, combined with 
falling precious metal prices, 
could lower half-year profits by 
one-third. That would imply a 
profit fall of about £19m from 
the £58m it made in the first 
half offcast year. Lonrho is one 
of tim world’s largest produc- 
ers of gold arid platinum. Gold 
prices are down from $415 an 
ounce in Ffebrnr^ 1996 to $351. 


king/?sher 


Analysts said that the strong, 
pound could knock lOper cent 
off profits at the French group 
Party, Kingfisher’s electrical re- 
tafl subsidiary this year. Prof- 
its at Darty were flat at £113in 
last year In local currency 
terms. It was- the only King- 
fisher division nett, to produce . 
record profits. 



IC3 said that 
If the pound 
stays at its 
cmrent levels 
it will knock 
£80n*£90m 

off profits 
tins yean Sterling’s strength 
cost ICI£15mfn the final quar- 
ter of 1996 Iml the impact far the 
year as a whole was negligible. 
The group says that every one 
cent rise in sterfing against the 
dollar (mocks £5m off profits. 


MP for Rotherham, called for 
an urgent meeting with the 
Chancellor to discuss ways of 
stopping the wild rise and fluc- 
tuations in sterling which were 
threatening mass job losses. 
“Ken Clarke has deliberately 
chosen to let sterling rise to help 
fuel his pre-election boom," 
be added. 

British Steel has been warn- 
ing for some months about the 
threat to profits from the 
pound's rise. In 1995-96, the 
average pound/mark exchange 
rate was DM2J5 but in the cur- 
rent financial year it has aver- 
aged DM2.45 and may well be 
higher in the coming year based 

on the present level of sterling- 

Aboil 30 per cent of British 
Sled's £8bn revenues are di- 
rectly or indirectly in marks. But 
the group estimates that four- 
fifths of its sales are affected by 
the value of the German cur- 
rency because it determines 
how competitive British Steel is 
against Continental imports in 
the UK market, where the com- 
pany’s share of sales is around 
60 per cenL 

The strength of the pound 
also affects the competitive- 
ness of British Steel’s cus- 
tomers, particularly those in 
the car and engineering 
industries. 

However, a strong pound 
also has a beneficial effect by 
making it cheaper for British 
Steel to import raw materials 
such as the iron ore and coking 
coal which are priced in dollars. 
Against this it also now gener- 
ates 20 per cent of its annual 
sales in dollars. 

The company stressed that 
the efficiency programme 
would not just centre on job 
cuts. The group is also looking 
at ways of improving raw ma- 
terial procurement and its use 
of information technology. 

Merrill Lynch recently cut its 
1997-98 profit estimate from 
£65 0m to £280m, based on an 
average pound/mark rate of 
DM2.60 throughout the period. 
Other City forecasts are pitched 
at around £300m to £400m. 
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hit front 
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The soaring pound iw>idd hit 
Guinness's 1997 profits by £61™ 
and there could be a further 
£40m hit next year if sterling 
main tamed its current strength 
the finance director. Pftn 

said veacritoy.' , . . 

News of the currency fotiook 
the shine off full-year results that 
showed ait otherwise encour- 
. aging return to growth 
yean? ofstegnation. The shares 
focused on the letter trading 
news and the hint of further 
share buy-backs to come, dos- 
ing 155p higher al 501-Sp. 

Profit before tax of 

wa$ 'pegged back by the extra 
interest paid on bomwinfis to 
fond last March's tniy-back ot 
5 pa- cent of Guinncss’s snare^ 
Butfor that. snjdthe chainnoP- 



n hears: Guinness chairman tony Greener (left) and Brendan O’Neill, who heads the 
operations, celebrate improved company results Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Ibny Greener, profits would ros e by ju ttl iyr centaround 
, - rHrrtncrh fhp fthn the workL with Scotch falling by 


have broken through the £lbn 
■ «•— thenrst 


barrier for the Bret time. 
Thanks to tbe reduction in the 
equity base, which shrank fur- 
ther in January with the ac- 
loifh^rYHTtnanvof narz 


Ui wi'****' — r— - — 

earnings per share were 6 per 
cent higher on a ^parable 
basis at 34Jp- The tbvidendfbr 
ihe year rose S per cent to 
16.1p. 

Despite a lOper cent increase 
in marketing spend at United 
Distillers. volumes of splits 


1 per cent, althoug h the Us 
market showed better growth in 
big brands than for many years: 
Price rises were hand to come 
by, averaging just 13 per cent. 
Divisional profits as a result 
. were only £5m higher at £678m. 

At horned the cost of main- 
taining a strong line on pricing, 
inabfcltb reverse the downward 
. spiral of price promotions and 
refocus on brand building, was 
a 9 per cent fall in profits. 
Overall marketing spend in- 


creased in the UK by 24 per cent 
and Mr Greener said the pain 
taken in 1996 had laid a strong 
foundation for growth this year. 

In the smaller brewing arm, 
profits also nudged higher from 
£27Dm to £2S3m after strong 
growth m stout sales around the 

world was offset by weakness in 

the Spanish operation, Cruz* 
campo, and the cost of rolling 
out the Guinness brand into 
new markets. Marketing in- 
vestment in Guinness has risen 
by 75 per cent since 1993. 

Investment column, page 22 
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Securicor warning of Cellnet hit 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Doubts about the trading per- 
formance of Cellnet. tbe UK’s 
second-largest mobile phone 
company, intensified yesterday 
after its 40 per cent share- 
holder, Securicor. issued a 
profits warning. 

Roger Wiggs, Securicor 
chief executive, told share- 
holders at the annual general 
meeting that profits for the six 
months to the end of March 
would be hit bv a mixture of 


trading losses and exception- 
al charges totalling £27m. Of 
these, £21m stem" from Se- 
curicor Cellular Services, a 
subsidiary which acts as a 
wholesaler for Cellnet mobile 
phones. Securicor shares fell 
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• warning came less than 
three weeks after the abrupt 
resignation of Howard Ford as 
Celfner’s managing director, 
though Securicor yesterday 
refused to elaborate on reasons 
for the departure. British Tele- 
com owns the other 60 per cent 


of CellneL Chris Shirtdiffe, Se- 
curicor finance director, said: 
“It wasn't in any way a form of 
retribution. We have confi- 
dentiality agreements with 
Cellnet's majority sharehold- 
er, BT, and you will have to talk 
lo them." 

Securicor said the cellular 
subsidiary, which has 400.900 
subscribers, was likely to lose 
£3m in the first half of this 
year. Mr Shirtcliffe warned 
similar losses could continue 
into 1998. Securicor will also 
write-down £18m off the val- 


ue of mobile contracts in its ac- 
counts because people are 
[earing the Cellnet network at 
a faster rate. The remaining 
£6m of the profits warning re- 
lated to starL-up costs at 5e- 
curicor’s US radio joint 
venture, which it warned 
would not break even until 
1999/2000. 

Mr Shirtcliffe defended 
Cellnels record last night. 
“Cellnet is still very well placed 
indeed. It’s the overall market 
and not just Cellnet which has 
changed so rapidly." 


Carpetbaggers rush to join Co-op 


Nigel Cope 


The Co-op has been inundated 
with carpetbaggers seeking 
membership of the movement 
in the hope of receiving a build- 
ing society-style windfall if the 
Co-op is broken up. 

The Co-operative Retail 
Society says it signed up 1.000 


members in one day. while the 
Cooperative Wholesale's head- 
quarters in Rochdale has re- 
ceived hundred of calls. 

The gold rush has been prom- 
pted by claims from Andrew Re- 
gan's Lanica Trust that he would 
bypass the Co-op's board and of- 
fer £1.000 to each of the CWS s 
500,000 members if his attempt 


to buy parts of its non-food in- 
terests proved successful. Co-op 
membership only costs £1. 

The news is reported in a 
front page story in the latest is- 
sue of Co- Opera mv News . 
which slams Mr Regan for mis- 
leading the carpetbaggers. 

Under the headline “Have 
you got £Sbn Mr Regan?", the 


article says he would have to ex- 
rend his offer to the movement's 
8 million members, It criticises 
Mr Regan as a misguided preda- 
tor who does not understand the 
Co-op's workings. “Mr Regan 
seems to be aiming increasingly 
desperate in his attempts to ac- 
quire parts of the Co-operative 
movement." it savs. 



The Croup 

► Group assets under management Increased by some 
£6bn to just under £50bn. To Lai new premiums 
worldwide increased by almost 30% to £2.6bn. 

► For companies such as Standard Life, which are 
financially strong and operationally efficient, 
mutuality is dearly in the best interests of current and 
future policyholders. The Company is, therefore, not 
presently considering demutualisation. 


Germany 


► Significant progress has been made in buOding a 
business in Germany following the opening of an 
office in Frankfurt. 


Spain 


► 1996 was a very successful year for Prosperity SA 
which now sells through 3J branches. Total new 
premiums increased by 40%. 


United Kingdom 


India 


1996 was an exceptional year for new business, with 
an increase in total new premiums of over 40%. 

Standard Life's reputation with Independent Financial 
Advisers as the premier life assurance company was 
reflected in the awards received from them during the 
yean these induded TFA Company of the Year'. 

The Company took possession of a new Head Office 
in Lothian Road, Edinburgh. 


Standard Life continues to work with its joint venture 
partner. Housing Development and Finance 
Corporation, on the initial preparatory work required 
to set up a new life assurance company. 


China 


Canada 


► A Representative Office was opened in Shanghai and a 
General Manager (Pacific Regioro was appointed 
In April. 


► Investment performance was again in the top quartile 
in independent surveys. 


The Company undertook a number of initiatives 
designed to meet the needs of its customers induding 
the launch of a Customer Services Centre and the 
introduction of a Customer Satisfaction Guarantee. 


Republic of Ireland 


The Annual Report and Accounts, inchuling the Agenda for the 
Annual General Meeting to he held an Tuesday 22 April, will 
be in-aihible from Tuesday 1 April. Policyholders mav obtain a 
copy by writing to die Customer Information Team at 
PO Box 141. 1 Tan field, Edinburgh EH 3 SRG arty 
telephoning (0131) 243 2668. Proxy forms m>i} ! be similarly 
obtained by members entitled to vote. 


► Annual premium new business increased by nearly 
20% and single premium business by almost 90%. 
Group pensions business also grew strongly as a result 
of outstanding investment performance. 
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Guinness’s price policy makes sense 
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Guinness: has been bad for its share- 
holders for years now. but the past sir 
weeks have" provided a healthy tonic. 
Following an upbeat trading state- 
ment in January, borne out by yester- 
day's full-war figures, the Johnnie 
Walker lO Sioul group's shares have 
risen almost 20 per cent to yesterday's 
dose of 501 .5p from a year's low' of 
42op. The hangover from the consumer 
party of the 1 980s may not he over, but 
the head is at last dealing. 

The £lbn profit mark remained 
elusive in 1996. but only. Guinness 
claimed, because of the extra interest 
it had to pay to fund Iasi March’s share 
buy-back. That left pre-tax returns at 
£975m. but naturally gave a fillip to 
earnings per share, which at 34.8p were 
19 percent up on hist year's provision - 
hit figure and o per cent better on a 
comparable basis. The dividend rise of 
8 per cent to 16. Ip means the stock has 
outstripped the rest of the market on 
that measure over the past five years, 
if on few others. 

The company is plainly on the mend, 
benefiting from the decision a year or 
so ago to end the_ folly of price 
promotions in its spirits arm in favour 
of the tried and tested, if expensive, 
technique of building its enviable 
portfolio of brands. The first evidence 
of improvement started to show 
through in the US last year, where for 
the first lime in ages all" Guinness's so- 
called power brands- Johnnie Wilker. 
Dewars. Tanqueray and Gordon's - 
increased volumes. Prices moved ahead 
too. although the progress is pretty 
glacial. 

Gening the rest of the industry to 
follow suit on pricing has not been easy 
and in the competitive home market 
spirits' profits slipped 9 percent as the 
decision to hold the line on prices hit 
volumes. 

It is clearly the right approach, 
however, and the benefit will start to 
flow this year. In the rest of the world, 
volumes moved ahead nicely and 
developing markets now account for 44 
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to justify on the basis of profits growth, 
which "is likely to remain pretty 
pedestrian, but continuing strong cash- 
flow will ensure that buv-backs will 
progressiv ely reduce the equity base. 
Fair value. 


Rugby still 
struggling 


The painful process of managing decline 
continues at building products group 
Rugby. In joinery, a net 350 jobs will go 
as a result of the recent acquisition of 
Boulton & Paul for an initial £15-5m. 
with factories closing this week aL 
Burton-on-Trent and Maldon, Essex. 

The Boulton & Paul deal mode 
Rugby the biggest supplier of doors in 
the UK but buying dominant market 
share and cost leadership means little 
in a low- inflation environment where 
demand is, at best, patchy. 

Last year a 2 per cent drop in join- 
ery turnover knocked 35 per cent off 
prV -exceptional operating pro6ts to 
£9.1m while a 15 percent oil in cement 
volumes dented profits there by 12 per 
cent toil 6.6m. 


In US manufacturing and distribu- 
tion. which acoounts for 40 per cent of 
sales, profits nudged ahead to £11.9m 
from £ 10.2m. Action is also being 
taken here to cut costs, especially in 
building products where profits fell. . 

Australia suffered from what Rugby 
claims is the sharpest bousing down- 
turn since the early 1970s, though it 
cannot be talking about Sydney, which 
has become a boom town ahead of the 
Olympics. 

All this meant that across the group 
pre-tax profits before one-off items 
dropped by 14 per cent to £62L5m on 
flat sales of £l,14bn. Pre-exceptional 
earnings per share fell from S3p to 6.6p 
though the dividend was held at 2.1p. 

Rather belatedly, Rugby is getting 
round to the idea of translating prof- 
its at average rates - as most of its peers 
have been doing for years Currency 
movements lopped £3m off the bottom 
line last year. 

Rugby says price rises in the UK of 
up to W per cent since the year-end 
appear to be sticking but having pro- 
claimed so many false dawns before, 
it is right to be cautious. 

So would investors. Plans to invest 
£120ra in a new cement factory at Rugby 
will increase net capacity by almost 20 


Guinness : At a glance 


Market value: E9.47bn, share price 501 *5p 


Five year record 92 93 94 95 96 


Pre-tax profits (£m) 795 702 915 876 ■ 375 


percent of divisional profits, up from 
30 per cent five vears ago. 


30 per cent five years ago. 

Brewing is doing well as Guinness 
finally gets to grips with exploiting its 
stout's unassailable brand around the 
world. Again, the cost of achieving an 
8 per cent rise in draught Guinness 
volumes was sizeable in marketing 
terms but last year's advertising sets a 
nice platform for growth. If beer was 
the group's dominant product, not 
mature spirits, »t would be set erven 
fairer than it is. 

As it is. however, the unresolved 
problems at Cruzcampo in Spain 
(where profits of £22m on investment 
of £900m remain pathetic! and the 
likely £60m hit from the soaring pound 
mean Guinness will struggle ro do 
better this year than last. That puts the 
shares. up l53p yesterday in the face 
of a tumbling market, on a prospective 
price/eamings ratio of 15. That is bard 


Dividends per share (pence) 11.9 12.8 13.8 ; . 14.9, ' rie.i 'f 


Trading profits 




Share price (pence) 

650 



Xi&TXjr.: 

m wjpm 




1995 1996 1995 1996. 400 

Spirits Brewing 




to the Good Life 


The Egon Ronay’s Guide series brings the best places to eat and stay in Great Britain. 
Each establishment is independently and regularly assessed by expert inspectors to 
ensure the recommendations give the most 


EGON RONAY- THE BIG NAME IN GUIDES 


Egon Ronay s 
Guide 1997 

PUBS & INNS 

f 





Egon Ronay’s 
VISA Guide 1997 

HOTELS & RESTAURANTS 


Egon Ronay’s 
Guide 1997 

BISTROS 
BARS & 
■ CAFES 




PUBS & INNS 

What's best Tor food, 
accommodation and 
atmosphere 

£12.99 




under £15 a head in the best 
jars and cates in me United 
jm. recommended by our 
intent inspectors. No 
frt ts accepted from 
establishment tor 
induden m this 



BISTROS, BARS 
& CAFES 

The best places to eat at 
under £15 per head 

£9.99 


HOTELS & 
RESTAURANTS 


More than 3,000 
establishments assessed 


£14.99 Sfe 


percent wben it comes on-stream to- 
wards tbe end of 1 999. That looks like 
throwing good money after bad. 

And the outlook in the US is just as 
bad, with the number of housing stares 
failingand interest rates poised to go up. 

Profits of £68m rising to £89m in 
1998 put the shares, down 2p at 114p, 
on a prospective p/e ratio ofl6 Ming 
to 1Z The discount to the sector is de- 
served. Unattractive. 
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Kwik-Fit looks 
a lot fitter 


Kwik-Fit, the fast-fit car parts group 
founded and run by the irrepressible 


founded and run by the irrepressible 
Tom Fanner, has done well since its 
annus hombilis five years ago, when 
profits collapsed, and the high oper- 
ational gearing which hit the group 
then should increasingly work in re- 
verse this year. 

Certainly the 19 percent jump in pre- 
tax profits to £433m for the year to Feb- 
ruary looked creditable against a 17 per 
cent rise in turnover. However, that in- 
crease looked less impressive when ac- 
count is taken of the £8 .2m gain 
recorded on the sale and lease-back of 
40 Kwik-Fit depots, even if it was off- 
set in part by tbe £5.izn write-off of the 
development costs of the fledgling in- 
surance broking operation. In fact, tbe 
underlying profits growth in the exist- 


Tfesco is on the verge of sealing 
a £600m deal with Associated 
British Rwds that would give it. 
rontrol of tbe food group’s Iririi 
supenmaitos.Tbe&al could be 
announced as early as today. 

ThDc between the two parties- 
stalled on Thursday over price 
bmlfescoaud ABF returned to 
tbe negotiating cable yesterday 
to thrash out terms. “We can 
confirm that there are ongoing 
discussions between the board 
. ofTfesco and Associated British 
Foods,” Tesco said. 

The news emerged as 
William Morrison, the York- 





The beam of Tesco^hiiredhy v 

haa been In talks wlth Assocteted British Fooos 





announced plans to creates fur- 
ther 2^250 jobs next year as it 
opens its first stores In the 


92 93 94 95. i: 96': 9f: ; . I 


over lp per cent 

Mr Farmer, who saw his own pay 
rise from £942,000 to £ 1.12m last year, 
blamed the marg in restraint on a 
regular five-yearly upgrade of fitters’ 
salaries, winch helped boost staff 
costs by a fifth last year. The absence 
of tfiat one-off this year should allow 
a bigger proportion of sales to filter 
through to the bottom line. And de- 
spite the maturity of many of its mar- 
kets, Kwik-Fir's pursuit of market 
share has already seen 1996 sales in- 
creases ranging from 9 per cent in ex- 
hausts to 26 per cent in lyres as it 
launched into the fleet market 

The group has 50 greenfield sites in 
the pipeline to add to its current total 
of 866 fast-fit outlets stretching from 
Ireland, across the UK to Hofland and 
Belgium. That should take it well on 
the way to the target of 750 in the UK. 

But the real excitement lies in in- 
surance broking, which has broken into 
the black after just 18 months, turn- 
ing a £900,1X10 first-half loss into £2m 
profits in die second ax months. The 
ground is not as fertile as when Direct 
Line started, but there is cleariyplen- 
ty of scope to capitalise on the Kwik- 
Fit brand. 

Underlying profits raised 15 per 
cent to £46m this year would put the 
shares, up 0-5p at 241p, on a forward 
multiple of 13. Attractive- . 


opens its first stores In the 
south of England 
The TJbsco deal with ABF 
would give the UK supermar- 
ket giant control of three Irish 
Hading formats — Quinnsworth 
in Southern Ireland and Stew- 
arts and Crazy Prices in North- 
ern Ireland. Tesco would 
become the largest supermar- 
ket group m Ireland wtha mar- 
ket share of between 20 and 30 
per cent in Northern Ireland 
and the Irish Republic. The 
three groups recorded com-: 
bined sales of £l3hn last year 
and profits of £60m. 


The threat of Tfesco’s domi- 
nance could prompt one of tbe 
other UK supermarket giants to 
• make a last-ditch attempt to 
s natch the (teal. 'from under 
Tfesco’s nose. Sainsbuzy has 
been developing stores in 
Northern Ireland and Safeway 
has been in talks with Well- 
worth, an Ulster chain. Sains- 
bury looked at . the ABF 
businesses and WeUwortb two 
years ago and rated out a deaL 
With foodpriccsup to 60 per 
■ cent higher m Ireland than in 
Britain, the UKsup*mnarioagh 
ants have been eyeing the mar- 
test jealously litis thought they 
could be aide to cot prices by 5 


per cent with their greater buy- 
ing power and economies of 
scale. However, the market is 
vmy competitive, partfcuteriy m 
Northern Ireland, and distrib- 
ution is tougher because of a 
poorer network. w .. 

Separately William Mom- 
son, the Bradford-based su- 
permarket, announced plans 

to open its first stores in south- 
ern England. Amotmdng the 

creation erf 2^50 jobs nest year 

Morrison said it would open 
branches in Erith, Kent, and 
Banbury, Oxfordshire. 

Morrison also announced* 7 
per cent increase in pre-tax 
profits to £135.8m. 




National Express hints 
at further rail job cuts 


Michael Harrison 


The transport group National. 
Express yesterday -hinted at 
significant job cats id its pas- 
senger rail businesses as it 
announced that it made a £2.1m 
■profit last year from thefirsttwo 
train franchises it took over. 

The group also disclosed that 
4,000 employees of the ‘ bus 
company West Midlands Travel, 
wham ft acquired in 1 995, will 
share in a£31m shares bonanza 
worth an average of £7*800. 
each through a loyalty bonus to 
bepaidjarMay. , .. •: 

National Express is - now 
Britain’s biggest rail operator' 


after winning five of the 25 pas- 
senger franchises. ItwiU receive 
a totaled £2j8bnin subskfies over 
the next sewn to 15 years. 

- Midland Mmnline,TheIater- 
Qty ‘service from London’s St 
pancras, made a £1.6m operat- 
ing profit in the last eight 
months of 1996 after receiving 


film of taxpayers’ support. 
The underlying operating loss, 
excluding £L8m of exceptional 
charges loedver redundancies, 
was £7. 6m. In its last foil year 
In public ownership, the line 
made a loss of £11 M 
• The: Ganwck Express line; 
also taken over last April, made 
a£50QJX)0profitafiera£3iD pay- 


ment to the Government and 
£9004300 exceptional charges. 

National Express has cut 
about 300 Jobs from the two fran- 
chises -equivalent to an 18 per 
cent staff reduction If it imposes 
the same level of job cuts at its 
three new franchises -ScotRail, 
Central Hams and North Lon- 
don 'Bains -it could mean a 
further !, 400 jab losses. 

Phil White, chief executive, 
would not be drawn on the 
precise level of job losses but be 
said there was significant scope 
for cost savings. 

He wasspeafemg as the group 
announced a 45 per cent rise in 
pre4mprofitslastyem‘iD£6Qdro. 




In Brief 


• Ocean Group, tbe logistics, marine and environmental ser- 

OEL for £328m. OIL supplies maime Services to the offshore 
oil and gas industry with a fleet of around 200 vessels operat- 
ing in the North Sea and around the world. In tbe year to De- 
cember it made an operating profit of £21.1m and had capital 
employed of £91-8 hl 


shake Newcastle 




P a trick Tooher 


• FioeUst has agreed to boy Maecess Group from Heywood 
Williams for £23m cash phis the repayment of £9J5m debt The 


Williams for £23ro cash plus the repayment of £9.6m debt The 
deal will be financed by a placing and open offer of 12_5 million 
new shares at 345 p. It is Fmebsfs second cash call m three months 
and win raise about £4im. Maccess, which distributes branded 
and own-label motor accessories, car care products and re- 
placement parts, made an operating profit of £3 .9m in 1996. 


• Pre-tax profits at brick maker Ibstock Sell from £26Jm to £83in, 
hit by poor trading from both its pulp and brick operations and 
the £4m cost of restructuring the business following the £166m 
acquisition of Redlands brick manufacturing business last year. 
According to the company, tbe price of bricks remained at the 
lowest level for several years. 


• Geest made an £L8m profit on the sale of its banana business 
to Fyffes, bur even before the one-off boost operating profits 
doubled after good growth m convenience foods, the disposal of 
loss-making businesses and improved capacity utilisation. Profits 
before tax and exception als rose 73 per cent to £17Jm. 


• Hanson has made Us first acquisition since a four-way Split 


broke up the former conglomerate. The company, which s now 
focused on building materials, bought Concrete Pipe and 


focused on building materials, bought Concrete Pipe and 
Products in the US for £78ul Headquartered in Richmond, 
Virginia. CP&P made an operating profit of£10m in the year to 
December. 


• The Monopolies and Mergers Commission report into Bass’s 
proposed takeover of Carlsbe rg-Tetley is expected to be handed 
to Ian Lang, Secretary of State for Thade and Industry, on Monday 
before being put to one side for the duration of the ejection cam- 
paign. As a result a derision on any concessions to be made by 
Bass might not be made before June or July, industry sources said. 


This week’s sharp fall iii share 
prices has heightened concerns, 
among institutional investors 
about prospects for Newcastle 
United’s stock market flota- 
tion and virtually ensured theof- 
fer will be priced at the lower 
end erf tbe indicated price range. 

Newcastle's placing, which 
closes today, aims to raise 
£47.7m, valuing the Premier 
League dub at betweria £1 72m 
and £193tt». Tbe offer to retail 
investors, aimed mainly at fans, 
ended yesterday. 

But leading tend managers, 
worried about falling equity 

whether to subscribe or not! 
“We don’t have a view on ftyetT 
said a spokeswoman for one fi- 
nancial institution. “Football 
dubs are difficult to value.” 

Football analysts said New- 
castle’s triumvirate of advisers 

- NatWbst; Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell and Salomon Bro thers 

— would do everything.!)! their 
power to avoid an embarrass-' 


dleton. “I can understand why 
people are uncomfortable with 
the issue.” 

Proceeds from the float will 
be used to pay off £21m of debt 
But concerns centre on how the 


dub will fond plans to abandon 
its St Janies’ Park home for a 


ing flop. 

“The float will 


its St Janies’ Park home for a 
new £90m stadium, replace 
stars such as David Ginola and 
Peter Beardsley, and develop a 
neglected youth policy without 
asking shareholders tor more 
money. - 

Tbe continued role erf Sir 
John Hall in the running of the 
club has also raised eyebrows. 
Sir John, whose Otmeron Halt 
property company will remain 
the majority shareholder after 
flotation, is stepping down from 
the main bomd but wffl remain 
chairman of the football dub. 

Despite the shalgr state of 
stock: markets, a spokeswoman 
for NatWest, brokers to the is- 
sue. insisted the flotation was 
going weEL “The retail offer is 
going to be hugely oversub- 
scribed,” she said: • 

. As Newcastle wit the finish- 
ing touches to its notation plans 


there are definitely queSrajms 
that have not beck answered," 
said Guy Batram of Greig Mid- 


a nse m opraaferar^tsbefiMe 
transfer fees of £7.lm (£6JSm) 
in the six moutfrsto January. 


• Groape Chez Gerard has bought two of the Savoy Group's three 
London restaurants, the Grill St Quentin and Brasserie St Quentin, 
for £2m_ The deal follows the recent acquisition of livebait, a 
fish restaurant near ’Waterloo station. 


Company Results 


PowerGen takesfull 
contrblof Kiaetica 


Turnover £ Tre-te£ BPS DMdend 


ivmniq 35Mmpa7.1m) ptusm) Mrttpfl&Mii) 11.0pB.Brt 


PowerGen. the privatised elec- Uar to Britisfc. Gas's, will be 



moved yesterday to take fuB 
control of Enetica, itsfroubted 
g^Jointyentarewith Conoco. 

1 winch has been . struggling 

under burden of fossinakmg 
supply coutracts,T?ritea Chris 
Godsmark. ; . ' . 

. The news did not impress' 

myestcas; roming on an- 

alysts’ downgrades. PowerGen 
shares dropped I7p : fo-S3£J& : 

rWlDrmt 1 - - ■ -»' * 


PowcfCeB and Conoccx Thev 
accouBtfrseaboutSOperoem ot 
the 96Q mfljkm dienns of gas 
sblffBjr K&etfca to 11,400 cus- 



rinedin 1990, was 
When the market 
abed in 1995 from 
to less than lOp. 


to nafcsr a £69tai eroeptional 


the parting had been "eatis dtr . 
amjcable”. PoweiGenwaTopt 
pay any cash to its-partfelsfa 
will spend £ 18 m. jrayna^bff- 
Cbnoco’s share of Kbetica’s 
debts. Mfchael Harrfes,-Soaw- 


gas business, and Kinetica^ 
managiite director, Notmad 

Effis, wiljfleave the con^anyi ' 
The “take or pay’! coatracB 
to buy^satinfl^neopzjce^ sari- 


CfPTK)Nsi«m .FOREX markets 

Lmnco 

• .?,-»»IWa»tir*BSm -'r. 
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Greenspan stirs up markets as rate fears prompt falls 


Taking Stock 


(suffered their worst 
ran for 15 weeks as political un- 
ce^inties and the spectre of 
higher interest rates sent in- 
vsstors running fop cover. 

In often busy trading, with 
turnover inflated by bed and 
breakfast deals. Footsie 
crashed 74.1 points to 4 * 258 . 1 . 
And second liners, whidinor- 


observeis dial US rates will be 
lifted next week, prompting the 
predictable reaction in New 
York. 

Domestic rates also loomed 
: in ' 


Share Spotlight 



miwe mancers turnover ar 
preached 1.2 btHiou 
■ Since John Major called the 

election on Monday,; Footsie 
tos slipped and slithered more 
than 160 points and the sup- 
porting index lost around 140 
points. 

, .-Alan Greenspan, the US 
. banking chief whose “cool it" 


comments, prompted the last 
i could daim much of the 


Although expected to remain 
unchanged until after polling 
day, there is a growing im- 
pression that which ever party 
wins it wil) be forced into a 
sharp increase, probably a full 
point or even more. 

The election rhetoric is also 
taking Its toll; prompting pri- 
vate investors to lock in profits. 

Some strategists have sug- 
gested that if finan cial shares 
crack then the market's long 
boll nm is over and a sharp cor- 
rection, possibly taking Foot- 
sie to 3 , 800 , will occur. Well, 
money related shares led the 
retreat. The poorest perform- 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 


stock market reporter of the year 


credit for the setback. His 
testimony to a congressional 
co mm i tte e convinced many 


mg blue c hip was Bank of 
, on 24 p to 315 - 5 p. 


Scotland, r r . 

Commercial Union. GRB, Le- 
gal& General, Lloyds TSB and 
Barclays were in hot pursuit. 


Guinness, on results, and en- 
gineer Siebe, reflecting a ru- 
moured buy circular, managed 
to resist the downward pull. So 
did the superstore chains, 
partly on the back of a bullish 
research document. Tesco, up 
Sp to 339 p, confirmed it was in 
talks to buy Associated British 
Foods' Irish supermarket 
chain; ABF held at 5 ll, 5 p. 

Stageco ac h remained un- 
der the whip of its South West 
Trains fiasco, falling 17 . 5 p to 
671 . 5 p; the shares have fallen 
from 799 - 5 p this year. 

The telecom excitement 
evaporated. BT, after an early 
gain, ended 3 p lower at 458 Jp 
and Cable & Wireless fell 20 p 
to 489 p as this week's ru- 


moured activity appeared to re- 
duce the chance of a bid. 

Three newcomers braved 
the jitters and managed to 
make impressive ddbuts. Lon- 
don Bridge, a software house, 
was at one time sporting a 
78 . 5 p plus over its 200 p plac- 
ing; it closed at 261 Jp; KCB 
Advanced Ibdmologf, an ofl in- 
dustry consultant, dosed at 
247 - 5 p from a 195 p placing and 
Tbtal Office, providing office 
management services, traded 
at 152 -Sp from 145 p. Distrib- 
utor Dona tan tonio, placed at 
70 p, ended at 71 Jp. 

But an Ofex debutante 
stole the new issue show. Book- 
shop Co UK dosed at ] 95 p 
from a lOOp placing. The com- 


pany, which had 250 applica- 
tions from Internet investors, 
is Britain’s largest web book re- 
tailer. Based in Oxford it has 
894,000 books which it offers 
for sale to Internet users. 

Jarvis, the construction 
group with rail maintenance in- 
terests. was one to buck the 
trend. It gained 16 . 5 p to 240 p; 
a year ago the price was 24 Jp. 
The latest run was prompted 
by a £ 3 . 15 m development for 
the Inland Revenue by a com- 
pany in which it has a 34 per 
cent interest. 

Telspee. more than 800 p 
last year, recovered 30 p to 
2275 p. despite a near f 10 m 
loss. The market decided the 
worst was over and the telecom 
equipment group should make 
profits of £ 5 m this year. 

Cementone, the paint group, 
finned io 52 J>p as it confirmed 
Indian tycoon Vljay Mallva 
was in talks to sell his near 34 
percent interest. The warrants 
added 2 - 5 p to 14 p. 


Bowden, the engineer, held 
at 9 I. 5 p- Since denying on 
Monday it w as in takeover 
taiK jt » rumoured to have re- 
ceived a tentative approach, 
possibly from Charter. The 
engineer is valued at £ 270 m. 

British Building & Engi- 
neering gained 9 p to 64 _ 5 p as 
Britannia, which has been 
Stake building and has around 
12 per cent of the capital, re- 
vealed a takeover approach. 
BB&E has in the past not ap- 
peared too impressed by a 
possible Britannia embrace. 
Britannia shares held at 295 >p. 

Drugs were mixed. Shield 
Diagnostic fell 47 - 5 p to 620 p 
but Cantab Pharmaceuticals 
enjoyed Lehman Brothers sup- 
port. adding lOp to l, 022 J»p. 

BLP. the wood laminate 
and moulding group, achieved 
the day’s best gain - a 37 per 
cent advance to I 45 p. Profits 
up from £ 916,000 to £Mm and 
an upbeat trading statement 
provided the spur. 


OSteve Morgan, chairman 
and creator of the Redraw 
building group, realised 
£ 86 m by selling 25 per cat of 
the capital at 158 p. The dispo- 
sal reduces his bolding to 348 
per cent and was signalled 
earlier this month. BZW and 
Cazenove handled the sale. Its 
shares shaded 1 . 5 p to 164 p. 


□Albert Fisher; the food 
group, shaded to 43 p but Ray 
Caley at stockbroker Hichens 
Harrison thinks the shares 
could triple in the next 18 
months. He believes Fisher 
will maintain its dividend, re- 
taining FTSE 250 status, and 
points oat that some director 
options are at lOOp. Restruc- 
turing is largely finished and 
profits should move ahead. 


flABN Amro Hoars Govett, 
known to be keen to increase 
its fund management side, 
may bid for Capel-Cure 
Myers Capital Management 
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business 


MPs warn on cost 


of power shake-up 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


A cross-parry Commons com- 
mittee yesterday warned the 
electricity regulator. Professor 
Stephen Littlechild. not to rule 
out delaying next year's planned 
introduction of domestic power 
competition. 

in a damning report. MPs on 
the Trade and Industry Select 
Committee also cast serious 
doubt on whether the costs of 
introducing competition, a com- 
plex process involving the con- 
struction of a plethora of new 
computer networks, could out- 
weigh the benefits. It said the 
Government should step in to 
make an independent assess- 
ment of the avis involved as a 
matter of urgency. 

Martin O'Neill, the Labour 
committee chairman, urged the 
industry to consider a short de- 
lay to the timetable set by Pro- 
fessor Littlechild it’ they could 
not guarantee an orderly move 


towards residential choice. The 
plans envisage competition ex- 
tending to 25 million households 
between April and September 
1998 in four phases. 

"It'll be a damn close thing 
if it works on lime. The prob 1 
1cm is that if you give the elec- 
tricity companies more lime to 
implement competition they 
will undoubtedly take it.” said 
Mr O’Neill. 

Senior industry figures and 
consumer groups have repeat- 
edly warned that some elec- 
tricity companies will fail to 
meet the timetable, blaming 
lack of co-ordination between 
the regulator, the Government 
and the businesses themselves. 

The 12 regional electricity 
companies (RECsj in England 
and VN&les. along with Scottish- 
Power and Scottish Hydro- 
Electric, have been spending 
hundreds of millions of pounds 
on complex computer systems 
which can track customers as 
they change supplier. 


The report said that the prob- 
lem of building new metering 
systems had sriU not been fully 
appreciated by the Electricity 
POOL the body which runs the 
wholesale power market. 

It said Professor Littlechild 
should urgently cany out a con- 
sultation exercise with the in- 
dustry and consumer bodies and 
report on which companies were 
the most likely to fail to meet the 
target. One suggestion is that Of- 
fer. the regulator's watchdog 
department, should consider fin- 
ing companies who do not car- 
ry out proper tests of systems in 
the run-up to next April. 

The most damaging charge is 
that the whole process, which 
only affects the 6 per cent of 
household bills, may aot be 
worth it in the first place. Offer 
estimated it would cost the in- 
dustry £210mu The report said 
not one of the companies be- 
lieved this was realistic, with 
many experts quoting a figure 
of £5 00m. 



Short-circuit: Martin O’Neill, the committee chairman, is 
worried that competition plans may come to grief 


Courtaulds bullish 
despite profit slump 


Magnus Grimond 


Courtaulds Textiles, whose for- 
mer chief e.wulii e. Noel Jervis, 
was forced out last June, said the 
reorganisation programme un- 
veiled by new management in 
September was moving faster 
than expected and within budgeL 

Exceptional costs of £31 om 
effectively wiped out profits 
for Iasi year, hut ihe group said 
profits had grown in the latter 
six months of the year. 

Reflecting its confidence in 
the outlook, the board is main- 
taining the final dividend at 


10.1 p. making an unchanged 
total of 15.3i 


.3p for the year. 

Colin Dyer, the new chief ex- 
ecutive. said: “Trading in 1997 
has continued the pattern of last 
year's second half with en- 
couraging progress, particular- 


ly in the UK. and USA. At this 
early stage of the year, we are 
meeting bur targets.” 

The company said the annu- 
al benefits of the restructuring 
would build to between £10m 
and £I3ra by 1998. with only a 
couple of million pounds com- 
ing through in the current year. 
With eight businesses sold since 
June, most of the planned dis- 
posals have been made and 
further exceptional costs will be 
limited to between £3m to £4m, 
the company said. 

After last year's charges, pre- 
tax profits slumped from 
£36 .5m to £400.000 in the year 
to December. Even snipping 
out the exceptional costs they 
slipped from £40.4m to £32. lm. 
which the company blamed on 
a drop in Dnst half-profits from 
US lace and stretch fabrics. 


Stock Exchange urged 
to float as a company 


John WiHcock 


The Commons Treasury Com- 
mittee urged the London Stock 
Exchange yesterday to ditch 
its co-operative ownership 
structure in favour of floating 
as a company. 

MPs believe that it will only 
push full ahead with the intro- 
duction of a American-style 
order-driven share trading when 
the whole of the stock market 
is represented on the Exchange. 

At the moment the Ex- 
change's board is still dominated 
by London market-making and 
broking firms, which stand to 
lose the most when the City 
sheds its traditional quote- 
driven share trading system. 
This will start in October with 


order - driven trading in the 
FTSE 100 stocks. 

The Treasury Committee’s 
report, its fifth into the Ex- 
change, concludes: “We can 
see no reason why the Stock 
Exchange should now not de- 
velop a corporate structure.” 
Yet it was the very introduction 
of order-driven trading which 
the Exchange used yesterday as 
its justification for not consid- 
ering a float this year. 

A spokesperson for the Ex- 
change. when asked about con- 
verting to company status, said: 
“We do keep ownership and 
governance issues under re- 
view all the time. But we have 
a very heavy programme this 
year, especially with the intro- 
duction of order-driven [trad- 


ing] this October ... So al- 
though we always keep these 


things under review, we 
wouldn't 


be expecting to be 
making any other major 
changes this year.” 

The spokesperson also drew 
attention to part of the MP's re- 
port which conceded: “There is 
no ‘right’ answer about the 
most appropriate ownership 


structure to yield the optimal 
ulat 


market, regulatory and public 
interest outcome." As for next 
year or later, the spokesperson 
said: “We have nothing further 
to say at the moment” 

The impending upheaval in 
the way the City trades shares 
follows close on the introduc- 
tion of Crest the automated 
share settlement system. 


You can’t report quicker 
than a Kwik-Fit board 



People & Business 


Tbm Fanner, chairman of 
Kwik-Fit has always prided 
himself on getting the motor 
repair group’s results an- 
nounced as quickly as posa- 
ble after the year-end. 

Thu year, sadly, wasn’t a 
record - Kwik-Fit’s year-end 
came on 28 February, while ■ 
the results came out only yes- 
terday. 

To make up for this on- ' 
characteristic sluggishness, 
he published the annual 
report on the same day yes- 


terday, a relatively rare feat. 

said proudly: 


Mr Fhrmeri 

“We managed it through ~a 
lot of hard work, effort, and 
good organisation due to our 
people in Edinburgh, and the 
support of our friends in 
Arthur Andersen.” 

Perhaps the company 

should change its advertising 
jingle to: “You can’t get 
quicker than a Kwik-Fit an- 
nual report.” 

The irrepressible Mr 
Farmer is a 95 percent share 
bolder in Hibernian FC 
When asked whether he 
might use the trademark 
three leaping men in blue 
boiler suits to liven things oa 
tbe touchline at Hibs, he 
laughed and said: “I 
wouldn’t rule it ouL” 





Tom Farmer. Published the annual report wfth results 


The venture capital group 3i 
has appointed Mkhael 
Queen as finance director in 
succession to Brian Lar- 
combe, who has moved up to 
chief executive. ' 

Mr Queen, a 35-year-old 
squash player mid swimmer • 
who enjoys an occasional - 
strum on the classical guitar, 
has been with 3i since 1987. 
latterly as group financial 
controller. He was brought 
up on south Humberside and 
has a degree in Industrial 
Economics from the Univer- 


sity of Nottingham. He quafi- 
ritb 


Lord Archer hosteda com- 
bined whisky tasting and car- 
toon auction yesterday at the 
Qothworkers' Hall in the 
City, accompanied by the 
Lord Mayor of London. Al- 
derman Roger Cork. 

Around 150 City bods paid 
£40 a head to attend the 
bash, held to raise hinds for 
the Cancer Research Cam- 
paign, which spends £47m a 
year on research in the UK. 

Lord Archer had just com- 
pleted a tour of Scottish con- 
stituencies, banging the 
drum for the Ibries north of 
the border. As he welcomed 
the guests he remarked: T 
haven’t been in a single 
room with so many people in 
it for a long time.” 


tied as an accountant wit 
Coopers & Lybrand. 

For two years to 3996, Mr 
Queen was seconded to the 
Treasury to be Ken Clarke’s 
adviser on tbe fledgling pri- 
vate finance imtiaove. Dur- 
ing that time he headed up 
the NHS private finance 
unit, a political hot potato if 
there ever was one. He also 
had a poke around education 
during his' stint in Whitehall. 


expedition by 120 cyclists 
who will pedal from Luxor to 
Aswan, across the dam there 
to the other side of the Nile, 
apri then return to Luxor. 

Mr Rokison. head of 

Chambers at the commercial 
set 20 Essex Street in Lon- 
don, will be joined by His 
Honourable Judge Tony 
HaBgar ten, who sits in the 
Inner London Commercial 
court. 

Mr Rokison is no stranger 
to adventure. He has com- 
pleted two Himalayan treks 
m the past three years, and 
while at Cambridge, he ca- 
noed from the Cam to Malta. 

He says: Tve been training 
in the Surrey Hills, whose un- 
dulations, I hope, will prove 
to be more demanding than 
the flatter banks of the Nile." 
Thoughtfully, he adds: “I^will 
be taking my own saddle.” 


A 60-year-old barrister, Ken- 
neth Rokison QC, is off on a 
500km sponsored bike ride 
along the banks of the Nile 
in aid of Mencap. This will . 
be hot work for the leading 
silk - the temperature there 
reaches around 30 degrees. 

The six-day trip beg ins this 
Saturday and is part of an 


Robin Hardy, construction 
analyst at Pantnure Gordon, 
is proving elusive. On ringing 
his number yesterday, all my 
colleague was met with was 
Mr Hardy’s voice mail, which 
played a seemingly endless 
version of the French folk 
song Frere Jacques, with no 
space for a message. Obvi- 
ously, for Mr Hardy it's a 
case of u Donnez vous?” 


zsmrm 


John Wtllcock 
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Forarard rales quoted high 10 low are at a rtscounc subtract from spot rate 



FU»* quoted low to high are at a premium: 

•Dollar rates quoted as rectpmcais. 

For the latest foreign e<cnange raw* caB 0891 123 3033 
Carts cost &0p per minute. 
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“Information professionals rank 
Financial Tunes Information as the most 
important UK business information provider” 


■Anntol Raincss IiriannatMo Survey 1906. 
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Financial Times Information provides online information 
from over 5,000 business sources comprising 45 milli on 
documents, as well as a database of 3 5 million securities 
and fundamental data on quoted companies. 
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Racing 


greg Wood 

^reports:frDnf> Doncaster; ’ - if) 


!«■ 


eatable, Dbncaker'w^ : a re-, 
-wading p}ace,to beyesrerdey,v 
'as Frankie. Dettori strode cotk 


_. the. fast 

niaeh’wbeBeiic 

m Britain this yeaf was a whi- 
wffl ~l easiest lie. 

So wias his saxtniS^^SS- 
esl race ijrr ‘the caixt,KliiJe~. 
away frbin thetrack^Lhe ItateitL 
was revealed asiheck&zymiw 
face of the Tote: • 

It is not so long since the 
thought of a jockey, for.whqm.- 
punting is firmly forbidden, ’, 
signing up to promote abetting 
organisation would haw raised ' 
the collective bipod pressure 
Portman Square to dangerous 
levels. These are mprerealistig, ; 
times, however, and the man ' 
whose face and personality have 
become-" aimcKt:' synonymous 
with the sport will soon grace a 
thousand posters attempting 
to persuadepunters not tob^ow . 
their cash al the bookies’, but- 
to Wow it with tbeibte instead. 

“The Tote decided tonsemy 


fe^itkmTknowvrfiy;” Dettori 
■ -'•■ safflj-ffrtse modesty behig one of 
he, does, not do 
~- ^^ T^ a S t ^>dtfiingabotg the 
• rofo-sfoat all r tbe profit goes 
.badtTBfo.rsfcSgg; so JIa&:wboie 
. purpose is tp : get people to bet 
on she Thee,., sd'we can Create 
huge Jackpots ahd.a good win- 


_ _t^of cowsc^is something 
. Beiit^kBiivtsftRabout, and the 
ihpt^or^ters had c&usetBrrae hfc 
■wtrnnl^tm^aSefiQooic Jvfir- 
in lhel6-fur- 



J: Lord Smith 

{Doncaster 130) 


• at S-Zahflem thelisied Don- 
casterMile, ‘CanyoD Creek re- 


to stridf dearof, Yeast, the hot 

.iavottfh&v • - 

•^^e^nerofthe 
later the Su^Stafcesat Good- 


limetfijj = a horse of 
V*uuub(b> it is batti to imagine 
him making sunHar progress. 
“We were -a. fittle surprised at 
IwWea^hedBdrittodavrAn- 


Too many for High Premium 


With just two ho rseswilhdrawn . 
at yesterdays final declaration 
stage for tomorrow's Lincoln 
Handicap at Doncaster,- Hrgh; 
Premium, . only. I4-i-Tor. the, 
race, misses the cut-far the 24- 
runner field by one. 


: htstfds'^ide; m $l£tk2l, 22-and 
: 23 respectively: The fiavborite,. 
^iasfoiriihih l^withTlnnWo: 
j^Heod^J^dge £four) &e ,~ mam 
oftbetoiase. 



Koala Ups; Grand T _^ _ 

Sky Dome are dra^n, the. 


Ihdny Stroud, Sheikh Men 
", hammetfsTaringmanager, said 
afterwards, "'Well just have to 
. see what there is for him.” A mi- 
nor; Group Three event in 
.France apparently beckons. 

Dettoris rapid doable was re- 
. turned □tcxJdsofaIiE»si24-l,so 
his latest employers must have 
been grateful for their buiit-in 
profit margin. Just as relieved 
were Doncaster’s administra- 
' t ors, since with attention focused 
squarely on Dettori, little lime 
remained for the navel-gazing 
which has beebme a tedious 
openiogHday tradition. The first 
turf meeting ofihe year win nev- 
er be more than a minor diver- 
sion between Cheltenham and 
Ahttree, just as the early stages 
of the National Hunt campaign 
go unnoticed amid the high-sum- 
mer Flat festivals. . 

, None the less, John Sander- 
son, Doncaster’s clerk of the 
poprse, was suflkren^ sensitive 
to the criticism which always 
comcshiswayailhe timeoflhe 
. year to float two possible solu- 
dons: The first, to move the Lin- 
coln meeting beyond the 
Ain tree festival, is hardly orig- 
inal end snffers from enor- 
mous practical drawbacks. 

^ The second, more intriguing, 
idealnyolved extending the Flat 
turf season through the winter, 
with a nominal - and easily for- 
gettable - starting date for the 
new season immediately after 
. the November Handicap meet- 
ing, also at Doncaster. The 
Levy jti^hl also benefit, since 
punters appear to show a slight 
preference for Flat racing on 
grass "At present though* this is 
little more than a vague sug- 
gestion in BHB discussion doc- 
uments, and the. best hope for 
ah end to the ritual moaning 
may be that everyone will stm- 
ply get bored with il * 
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7-i 

15-2 

61 

D'l 

CKtaaOft 

8 -: 

5-1 

9-1 

T.J 

Beta 

131 

12-1 

14-1 

I3-t 

12-1 

Sotohwm 

14-1 

121 

111 

Tder 

yj 

14-1 

11-1 


WedmiWiWeta 

jo: 

14-1 

1 C-1 

14-1 

BollEflort 

14-1 

131 

15-1 

14 1 

GamockVjflev 

iy. 

14-1 



Hn 

141 

12-1 

16-1 

^1 

Sense Of Priodlv 

14-1 

141 

16-1 

14-1 

Daane ■ 

14-1 

14-1 

IB-1 

14-1 

Ctarita SBntt 

161 

!61 

20-1 

161 

Jo Mel 

20-1 

20-1 

20-1 20-1 

KSdea Lad 

20-1 

20-1 

20-1 

201 

ItttflWiMmtal 

20-1 

20-1 

_ »A_ 
_ 161 

20-1 

So-Dear 

20-1 

14 1 

16-1 

bMMKlMrii 

?D1 

25-1 

25-1 

25-1 

Sir Joey 

20-1 

lfl-1 

20-1 

25-1 

■ssIMBritaa 

25-1 

28-1 

161 

25-1 

AttroWi 

33.1 

m 

231 

33-1 

Mtodnm 

33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

Safe 


33-1 

m _ 

»1 


Each-way a quarter the odds. paces 1, 2. 3. < 


[| Worthington Soring Mile H'cap 

- Doncaster 3.40 

Horse 

Coral WjffiamHH 

Ladbrok'is 

Tote 


10-1 

10-1 

10-1 
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10-1 

81 

10-1 

9-1 

2 oi 

11-1 

_1<LL. 

101 

j-1 

fyjuteWHr Hian^ 

is* 12-1 

111 

U-l 

10-1 

12-1 

101 

13-1 

12-1 


IT-1 

14-1 
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14-1 

U-l 

12-1 

U1 


15-1 

fM 

15-1 

16-1 

la VUta 

lfi-1 

lfi-1 

Ml 

lfi-1 


161 

Ml 

ir-j 

161 

Dote Vatenttno 

U-l 

18-1 

161 

J4-! 

Bmvl0t8ope_ 

MM 


20 -1^ 

. . 30-3 


161 

20-1 

161 


MO* Kb* 

161 

181 

161 

20-1 

Crystal HehMs 

20-1 

22-1 

161 

. *J>?. 

MEM Dance 

29-1 

25-1 

25-1 

25-1 

Proud Monk 

25-1 

20-1 

?2 1 

25-1 

Suez Tornado 

25-1 

22-1 

25-1 

25-1 


20-1 

22-1 

26-1 

20-1 

Throe Weeks 

201 . . 

25-1 

25-1 

20-1 

Basie Bay 

25-1 

28-1 

261 

561 

Attften* 

251 

221 

33-1 

251 

rro.teWBft 

33-1 

33-1 

25-JL 

33-1 


Each-way a Quarter the odds, places 1. 2 
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WtXtTWtGTON SPRING NDLE HANDICAP (CLASS 
B) £2OflO0 added in (Straight} 


1 U20W> H6H P nau OM (7S) {CO) (Bf)U C Raranna R Faiey 9 9 111 ACoRneS 

2 . 500602 SMNMMRCHMBMr 032} (O&andmr Todtea T5asttrt»S 9 10. — MBrcfil7 

3 -0022-45 MGffiMK mm (Ms D)OTeBBtanMGL Moos 5 9 U> Matin Deyar (3> 23 

4 3234-14 21«SCmn<h^Oeani0i>WBGivHeleiciy4O9 OHoMU 


5 ' 521043- HOWL RESUIT 0SE) P)IM P Suke'8 9h FairW Senbneni) T D Banan 4 9 9. 


Jl Hantaan 20 


:6 QIOOOOO- WHIT OflHCE 060 ) (DJ fRaCEccwse Medal OficssAssnct KMo^n 59 S_ 
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410000- HSHCK(14a (D| |R Gud^, C lews. M CAert iBRHfeta'49 7 .TSpntaa 

334005 3MNBBXUC13JP)(W«Mhfe|mandAr<tesjiGisefilCPater596 


10 50G004 XT UBSHY (20) 09 (Am ABiEl fllbnnan 5 9 6 . 


11 3GG154. SMMnoi OUism (22fl) (19 (ConsUKo lid) Us L Stubbs 4 9 4 . 

12 46135-5 SUEZ TORNADO (13) [Efl (Jcfn P^OTOi Bwyl EACton4 94 

13 030540- PROUD JWNK (1329 (KH#OH0LMdcr492... 
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•. -■'• * •* “ r SMtottaB WOPCfUHY 
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'23 154160 DOVE vUENmo (13) (Dj U F 0^ R Hoftndrad 581 JQWialS 

-23dedand- 

' BEnwfclO'lMtMPana.ShtoaioItt.Zaa. 12-1 HgiPriglijm.Sattmcpraianftray, Sharp Slari- 
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'! on fast eourd Ml sut her after some unta*y nre Iasi 
« and wat ael besun v» me afrwwuier test wire. Them 
i omner Kjr Mdad Soule tea season an) nowunh CfcMri 
> a Hempon laa SeotEtniw and. tfwufi r»s utnequeni Be- 
fces "0 swots. t« com fl®anr gy uosa r tfoa ranScsp wth cnlj- 8 w beiow rm r me 
Smbanor ChariMqr would seem » be Ida bj MU Done on mo Ines ot term at Neimarta. alrie Al 
f to be gjod awi^L Smarter Ctmer tos changefl statlei. 
ns Neatuy w. KnehUeMMcaa b wei handicppefl 
lut Is B bettor potonner ouer emm turtonei SiM b S ok CASHMERE LADY 



FOODS MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5000 
[£L*rJ added 3YD lm2f 60yds t^TTiA 
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1996: SKklman 5 9 4T(Julml0. - lfllA|4bnsU i 20w^ 


wvEsn«sffirtet» 

wHitaWtRac 


IA nose tfta rawi wre sto.iwBnsWBthjaeisto RW 1 

mi 4199© (mm UPP"*™* C&A-. bS 

beat mi crotnd w> HiK.wv ai*eir asd m Mn W»*«d>«bnet<r 3ai ftart«T)W®rl 

S^^siasasmasaasaaa^ 

SsaSs^tsisMwsKsaBss 

actons ^ • • " HnrwQMM “ 


4- straws (177) ltoa<Jt*a iJac»»; Ltf) J Gredw 9 0. 

B£DE LBRWE (Stampoigl Raong Partnflshffll R OSAen 9 0 A Proctor 7 

45- MAR*ENO(1721 (CD BatM-U«m>l J Itifirtn 9 D JHKaHHW4 

33- IffllHiW (USAJ (215) Itonten Al lAsWaun) P ifife B 0 ; MMl5 


4- DUE nS BAKERS CU4I (G R BafesMBMejs Horse FBeds) LSD M MrESm 9 0 

J Weaver 8 


RMETKENr M Moat M Oosnmn 9 0- 


63P- SW1WW{l^llWhO(vWto»IKHoffi90. 


■ HAMBUCTA (LCrt Hotaori Je WBBenl Ite. J Ceol 8 9 • 


J*auf Eddery 1 
KDartry 6 


! Sm^ 1 tanE^taBAUbato' 7 2 ° B * ** ****' 

- S96:SiJRmr Spa lUSAl 3 9 0 S Ssnoen 13-2 (R Chsitmn) U rai 


14-1 Ron Teteot 20-1 


M^ffiLWE^OLOCCMB Fp 

1 £7325 okted 6f 

' s sasssssaasa sassaisysss! 

**** numtmieSB— Ia «ci^7V 

«uis» W6 A G SrtW PAMpPv 8 9 


■ John GflMwaadeanwy start irilh M ade PM anflCaywCiti* here yestenayghfc other ttaefrjBar- 

' 0 id 5 ' 3 T 8 Y«iti maderp, tffiOIASE tocte me ngtriwa' :m b [VirJrt mi « C<»xtM»d 

nSepwiWa Barty drawn aer ttw mfie. HentafiB tatei id ga m me leader intier John CjitH and ftrv 

irt*t)a«t7)toVCie^0uEEL9e^a4aIinapmlifc»n¥ifl*rT®^Mra>l«lP,Hai!aef‘canM^im- 

PKM (M inday’s a®a esattr-mie- ana Ftortte Denon inks aw me 9w«c BBny «s ockw* 

■ nth te threwwr-ciDS M Ws Mm, tna«i na last year. Mttheh wel entugh <m both sorts «« 

snm ttoa - vm » Se«¥ Ite opa NeimaihM M Maas A Vesto* The tom late supenw. 

tWtfeaiTOstiMi fci«niB 0 jwasBe DutmalOMon^sbitbeHei.OiK Far Baflejsvfl3iTW«Hin- 
M NDCrottr when ha Bed bunh to Win Gneden'i Weoata. He Kdiea as siougi me es®enence would 
Onw hm an and tfiejard had o noiner hero yesterrf^. ill* OfflTsnew»insr®i'JieiBtafies*S2MV- 
HD) ty SSkiey HBgiB. t)Jt 8 *e Wart kata Si® ID need 0 »s Mnxbakm. Setoettoa H 8 UTACE 


100021 



MEXBOROUGH MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5000 added 
3YD Tf 

0- OM>«BMTe^6t**nfc»^^ IDettertl 

•RONOlJRABt^ (ShedhMiyBrTimaS J WC'90. WRjwS 

40- jusrfiW»hwa»rei^«i«^MW^ — — "*»er4 

.3-' T7nAR0TOtJ7^fU*floLatentnil8Ue««n90 MTN«I6 

3--23U)«rl«I)(HaDl(Dr.AteBS]UirtB(as90 — . — M t«A 7 



_Mft*ert>2 


.jDGMh(3)8 

v^&SuMbS 


(U9}pNM)CW»i90«__.. 
acBdB g g»r teaai) a wt»B9. 

>8*dectei«f- 

M Zed*, 5-2 CoepaUNHy, 3-1 mn Rnfto.6-1 ZenUo, 7 r l Jut Grand. 12.1 Hoa- 

20.1 omfe Bads M4 IW 

1995:Sflrt®lDaer390ftCmtaMfria M»W® 



A wn Im hraBgi after the state's dwMe ieflaSh vs Cwttier boost the cause of CoupMftWljf, vrta 
naer wm Ota amsxg a Iw naden rt Neotartet m M. Runenss mnsre hme etnegefl l»m 
tel 3 ® - tBLdra the e*w> IMS BNamfer. BfcdSY - and CanvatAAiy m®M UBI te another despite 
take to itfeibaa mateanera. ZnaUr a a tWHwrther tsiK 2-f3K> Uuh^. andtBMatsJjU- 

te Bine te tocte to» TWA MBW, tsente sat ihM w» jssto«^ atx*leav « ft* ^ 

can t«* TuncJwal (Mefl.T40 tWto WtAMd bCi ta6 rf puiroB on hs Sart^ dean kd tn* tour 
thesecond.bvi'SwTde, bangs Doty tarn bdr lie aUEequBn'^i mitie Htugaan 

at Wwna(f£(.vd tcenmnsc. 0BO94 ttnsMig aunt cAnttq'^' di (ne NREmai jt AaceL ZuBhi Mi- 

kgi uq VI ihe uose Pa* States ate prawe n nrfdens. to Awl Band weds m bmo« Metsy on 

tfctwuuwrttestiwmgL. SetocthHetlTTA RUfFO 


NEWBURY 


HYPERION 

L50 Menesonic 2.25 LINTON ROCKS (nap) 
2.55 Lively Encounter 3^5 Fox Pointer 
4.00 Terao 4.35 Northern Fleet 


GOING: Ours* •.niuise - Good in Firm; HnnlUa - Gcmd. 

■ Lrft-hand rourv: with SUIT fences 

■ Voanv * >"E oTumv near .VU. ADMISSION.- Members S 1 1 
■.Juntas 1R-JI STi-T^nrraUsSRiavCT Rmsil rC'.^hairprtal 
CAR FARR: Snulh Mi ad car part SU. rurrairata (rcc. 




Mfi«a 

CHANNB. 


BUNBKKED FIRST TIME.- None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SHET'EN DASS: None 
LONG-DIST.VNCB H1WNEHS: HmtcrBorton H.i U I lusbccn sew 
'ZXl toBcf- 5y H W indUrow Own Wdaro, N.*Uj V orieJnre: Fox Poinl- 
er LUIS) «em ITA mlta hy Mrs L Ewans Tncm Kauticnh. n>icd. 


6 BREATH OF SCAMML (90) IBFI 0 She-MCd 6 U ft J Osbomr 

201-04 BURN OUT (13] J FBanr 5119 1 CShatfmessy (7) 

d COCKPIT (254) 0 Ebttmg 6 U 9 BCSttont 

50 CONQUER THE W (20) J MuWE 6 U 9 S Curran 

12 3 EVER BUSSB) (128) MnJ Puman 5 119 O Leahy 

5 FWHH} HENRY (36) W Henflsw) c- U 9 — JIABBgeroU 

43-JOT2 RIXKS LAD fU| D «KMi 6 U 9 RMnsen 

HAPPY HEWY R Ataer 7 119 WIDowic* 


HIGH SUMMER T Iherrecn Jones 7 XI 9- 
0 HOUR HORSE (27) N H**e 6119... 


_J Cutely 
— C 


000-4P IMPERIAL HONORS (tahLanpard 6 11 9_CkkWeiiti (5] 
014529 LIVEiy B4C0WI9 (33) Ms M ^ms b 11 9_Dmk^*ne 

7? PROUD TOBY (104) G Baring 7 11 V JAKawq9i 

21543 QUBB EAGLE (FR) (58) W 5 11 9 — Jamie Evans 

G® REUMNDER 121) Ms J Bimaw 7 11 9 . _ iftwd 

53 RICH TYCOON (9) PRth& 119 WMareton 

24) TOM PMCH U3)GBaumg6 11 9 J? Greene 

MfcW HWRIO (309) M Sosfcy 7 12 9 L Harvey 

453P0 MADAATS WALK f22 N T.-rafivte« 7 11 fl Ueweflyn 

- 21 declared - 

SETTING: W a er OessetL S-llMtf&matter, 6-2 Fades Lad, 7-iareoto 
of Scandal, 8-1 Bun Old, Qudnl Eq^s, 12-1 others 


U30 


WANTAGE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£4,000 added 3m 110yds 

2S-321 ABS0UnurequDIAW(27)MHeaQn-9s6U12.RPaMl 
12451 RWO (USA) ff2J Ms V Refill 12 JR Ham# 


a25 


2-1423 READY MONEY CHEW (28) OSbavvocq 611 12 JQrtnnw 

342351 MENESOMC (14) 9 Atoer 7 11 8_._ P Henley [3) 

0 ARITSnC PLAN 09) H tins fill Jlr R TJwmton (5J 

03 CMBSTCHURCN (FRI (IQ 5 few 7114 jC Mande 

47 CLAMES GORSE |3Z) J Gdbri 5 U 4 J>Htoe 


00 -CYM 5 COOL HARHY ASA} (9) H Hapf* 6 U 4. _.MrSDurat* (7) 
JOHNYMOSS S Eare S 11 J WHcFwind 


006 UXIKIN1HEmH0Rt23)NT««3crv-DaieC114.£UBM||ii 

f HtVUSHJTfiYER (21) Ms 1 ftchjffl 7 11 4 Mftt&mb 

00 WUW OF 9JCCESS (94) N UTOfun) 7 U 4__Mr A Kmane 
1AF SUPREME RAIBiei (8291 3 Smart 3 U < — .WMeroton 

cm THSIPIH (27) N Utroerson £ Id 13 JHAFK&rsid 

-lAdedwed- 

BEITWQ: 62 IobIo. 7-2 Mmwm^ S-lAbtotatyEqolnane. Ready Hooey 
Onk, 12-1 JroafA^ CMstdwn^ 14-1 look In The hBnor, 16-1 others 


ALISON ASSOCIATES HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) £4,000 added 3m 

1 33215 EKPRESS1ENT (23) Mss A itac. 13 12 10 Mr G Penfokf (7) 

2 3'LUM RYM»«aiPlErnaMTrcMvL , L;iO.--MrVJerfoid{7) 

3 0, ALAPA (L238) A Coc^n 1C 12 4 Hk V Coogw (7) 

4 UTTI- AROBRENNAN (342) J Toner 10 1? 4 Mr E Janes (7) 

5 IAM22-2 FOX POIMIHICtQ MKLEen 12 12 4 —Mr R Thornton IS) 

6 U33P-2P TEAIRAD® |6) MesT Btaffiv 11 12 4 — Mss T Btazey IT} 

7 4 THE BODWtAN (3S3) M GAvo 7 12- UrRNntbfl[7) 

- 7 floclwni - 

BETTWfi: 54 Ryadne Cwiet, 114 Fax PoUar, 9-2 Exmeumcnt 10-1 
Taataader, 12-1 Ardbmman, 20-1 The Bodhran. 26-1 Alapa 




2.25 


BETTERTON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5^00 added 3m 


12-1U2P HATCHAM BOV (43) AS) D Neman 7 11 12^...RJetaaeea 

4-24344 AM8BI VA11EY (2| DYvAams 6 11 4 Jlr S Duraek (7) 

OPOPrP DEOttA, (141 S Eat; 7 11 4 CttmeB 

(J-23PP E1IIE GOVStNOR (4S) H Lyroan 8 11 J Mr L Baker [7) 


PAUL CROUCHER MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS C) £6,500 added 2m 4f 

1 3'.':1F0- MR IAMB0RS (347) (Cl (D) C'fJNWIO 11 11 ICO Fortt |3) 

2 t: «21 TBtAD(9|(CD)MP»»iai3 J0i6e>i .TJUmphy 

j 50*-ff l 4 M4STmBOSTW(mWP4l»*W!B9118Ja*»dGuest 

4 rw COOLHEE [341 (CD) PMChc*>9 109 .MAFmgeraM 

5 32L232 CHANGE TK ACT (363) (CD) MssVW&are 12107 Jtjetauai 

0 R3E HIGH AU7TTWK B2 1 Utem 8^9302 APawcB 

-Gdedncd- 

BETTING: 5-4 Terao. 7-2 K0i AUtude. 61 Change The Act, Coofaee, 10- 

1 Mr Awdnrna, 16-1 Master Bostsn 


5 423620 LBflON ROCKS (10) T Tromson Jongs 8 11 4 -BFoeel 

-Sdaetaed- 

BETDN6: 64 Httchan Boy, 64 Linton Roden. 4-1 Amber Valley, 20-1 
EDlu Govenor, 33-1 Dedra 


RACECOURSE STATION HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS D) E5JDOO 4YO 2m 110yds 
0L515 RED RAM (27) (D) P Ltend 12 0 J Osborns 


4.35 


Z55 


SABIN DU LOR MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £5,000 added 2m 5f 

ABenC CHVH4BI (USD 5*5 S duel 5 11 9 _IJ (PSuOtaan 
6543 BIA2NG DOVE (314) A Piee 6 11 9 ... Wynne 


2424 NOmCRN FUST (38) Mif A Taron 11 2 „ JIAFtegmU 
5 311062 BURLY SHW (14) (DBF) Graeme fine 2) lO.Jlfctort am 

4 360 PROMNCE (77) C Mam M (X IMUwOI 

-4dedarat- 

Mr*mum awfitt- 1W True ntn&ap netghn frara- 93 II*. 

BETTING: 64 Red R^a, 74 Northern Baet 3-1 Faity Sharp, 10-1 Pmrince 




1 i trsaft* ST (O.MCc S-l . undi-r-U'rt frw-1 CAR PARK: Free. ] 

3^0 

!~.C4c| 


SIS 

RAEMQ 

1 





1 21111-2 


KELSO 


*0"el KINCrS OWN BORDERERS HANDICAP 
[^***1 CHASE (CLASS D) £6,000 added 3m If 


HYPERION 

L40 Son Of Anshan 2J.5 Mr Knitwlt 245 Our 
Robert 3JL5 Whaat Fettle 3JH) JlgUme 4 J20 No 
Gimmicks 4J50 Mister Ross 


GOING: Grud. 

B Umlulann}; wmc kun-ln iJ two forking 
( 


1 U-POPS WHAAI FETTLE (21j (CD) G ftenans 12 11 19 ADohbia 

2 I-P65U S»OP«S(4S)«D)f*:Mfla«3v9U5 PAWsn 

3 3F4251 KILCOLGAN (13) (CD) MR 1 Gooar-*M 10 11 2..-NBeritta> 

4 10234C- DGHTSI BUDGET (B) (CD: D Sr<yer 10 10 10. M Moloney 

5 4 37321 OOQM L4AE (13) 7 Gun 10 ID 3 — — OParter 

-5 declared - 

BETWG: 64 Soo Of Me. 3-1 Mftiaat FttUe, 7-2 KDeol^n, 61 Coqd lane, 
14-1 Deftaf Bottget 


I Courw m N of loom .iff BU1CI . ADMISSION: Oal> S 12: Tai- 


J RUTHERFORD (EARLSTON) HUNTER 
CHASE (CLASS H) £3,000 added 3m 4f 


BUNKERED FIEST TIME: Nimc. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Jasi PoUy l Unto. Uvn «w rid 
milo by 11 AUoamkr ftwn Kirtrc Linden tale, llnmlnmde. 


03305-5 SOUTHERN IWHSIRH. (46) N OttntXitari 14 U 2. 

JBss C MenaBe 17) 


1Ahl PERCY ARMS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
■*v?Vl D) £3350 added 4YO 2m 2f 

CQ21F1 SOU OF AKSHAN (131 Us A S.-mOav 11 ID JSuRfle 

21 CUSH OF SHOOS PH BP Cahef 11 4 LHpr 

50 BOIS OASSR (23) C Grate 10 12 Tltoed 


3 T00l>4 THRIAN TORNADO aWMrsPUos. 11 122 ifrP taman Si 

4 1-1 RGRME (21) (O } K4T^S 3 11 1] J*- M Braritnnw (7) 

5 » ORANGE RMUSA (742) 5 Staney-B&afflri 11 11 10 

KscPMsttS) 

-5dectora4- 

BOTBW: frUAetone. 4-1 Royal leeter, 61 Oranse Rasisa. Si South- 
ern KastreL 10-1 Tartan Tornado 


3 BOUBOM DYNASTY (HD (£3) G Hanros 10 12 _-A Dobbta 

CAUUER M 3ans 10 12 __STayior(5) 

DO CHEF CttHE (38) lh hct® 10 12 SMeDoagafl 


A'on\ KELSO MEMBERS < f«f NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) (DtV I) £34-50 6f llQyds 


20 HDNEYSCHOCE (S^ (BF1 M nammoro ID 12 RGsrrltty 

546 IWOWSBSBIUSWltfJPWW^ 

NYSTKAL mto Ltaryn LVane 10 12 ASSrdtb 

i E OVERSMAN (IQ I FcGerdi 10 12 Ft#** 


.M Foster 


2 ANIWS GQJ pU Mrs S araffiune 10 7. 

0 QUEEN'S COUNSEL (lft t46s Xt Mdlf^n 10 > BStaroy 

-12deebnd- 


BETTWG; 2-1 Son or Anshan, 6S dash at Sunnis, S2 Onnman. SI 
Bantna D>naity, Honeyectieke, ID-1 An3caM Gam, 20-1 othm 

TWEEDOALE PRESS NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5£00 added 2m If 

242122 UR WHIYHT (13) 7 Aton^iti ID 11 8 ADofabUi 


2-15 


501-12 RPJtL RWC (14; (CD) fflF) 0 ,5ntrS 7 11 &,J? DHWWdy 
1B-TSF' AMERICAN M90 (fi89) R Alan 5 11 2 BSUtay 


4 UOBH35 IYMIAM JOMWY IBB) J CTNMI 8 11 2 RMcGcab (5) 

5 OCA 50 iHinUWP«)7CtB«eroe#7112 ASSmBh 

6 9«ra MDBSMlGElWWJPVYaWr 112 INnsai 

7 SHlOM HUSK) BUIZ (1011 MsOThoTBW B112 TReed 

8 31-3 MDMLEYh0<i»a6!^JG>M^toDiaUJlBwfto« 

- 8 dectaed - 

BETTMG; 7-4 Mr KaMt, 5J Real Tonic, 61 Jymjam Muay, 6-1 Amer- 
ican Hero, ID-1 Malta Mas, 12-1 Mms PagtaoL 141 others 


3-631 DEHAM«[14)C.acharQs5U 5 A Dobbta 

PVgFM ESTABLISH (17) (C) J Owe 9 11 0 Albomton 

<>32=6 CASH BOX (24) TCar 9 10 12 NSmkh 

FPJ3 CHOPWEII. DRAPES (38) 1 rt Jcmscn 7 10 12 .— M tlotaaey 

LORD PAT Mss M M*gan 6 10 12 E Cafc^si 0) 

30 MAIOR HARRIS (S3) M Hammcrrl 5 10 12 RGantty 

«D3S MNAUX 114) ^ CPV&UU& 7 1C 12 ASSadtti 

646 MOHSEUR DARCY (41) J Adan 6 10 12 JRattM 

3 N0GMMKKS(38) j FraieOH 5 ID 12 - ...RDMMXXty 
fOFF-JP PERSIAN GRANGE 4) C> Ur* 7 10 12 _ ... —JBarice 

UJ5 PQUIKM aUSUR 188) R NKT> 5 IB 12 SStoray 

l>0 RAMBLING LAIC (48) R Aten 8 10 12 SlWracett) 

DOWSHi LLJW61G7 RSapNe 


p atsrpouY(fi2jHAi6«Ki*eio r jfUfcaaflnS) 

t»«iP- MDREFUSH (333) 7 HsUaffi 5 ID < FUahyP) 

-lSdectaRd' 

BETTWG: 7-4 Deianeta. 7-2 Q»|iMl Drapes, 6-1 No GBrwWn, 6-1 Ma- 
im Herds, 10-1 E State**, 14-1 Menakl, 16-1 Mhos 


4.50 


KELSO MENBERS YHf NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS DMDIV D) £3JB0 2m 6f UOyds 


LOTHIAN PLUMBING HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4JD0G added 2m 2f 

3P41U MGIEIOMAN (12) (CD) 8 Uxta£&n 8 12 0 & Storey 


2.45 


17-52^ VHCI£0QUi(2ffl J31SU 612 0 — 

U-52C HttlKB!a5C3|MHarTimona6U8. 


Mn hi 

JlOsmtny 


1154 METER ROSS 121) (CllHJmreor Til 12 ADflWn 

412600 JONAEM (IS) Mb E S ta* 7 11 S KWmsen 

F-P7D6S BUSY BOY 0)0 (at*. 10 10 12- - — tarte 

00 CHASMG DREAMS 04) Cfc-rtS 1D12,„,, RGnftQ 


112-COP (BUfiOTAYT) [14)(CD] PUorerflSll 8DMeCiinaaeic[7) 

lDSAS [MKBE {13J (0 L Lmg) 8 10 13 — BS^ipfe 

221360 ADAHARC (10) (09 d Attn 6 10 6 LWjar 


20-2420 SUPRBBE SOVIET (15) A I'ihitre 7 192 A Dobbta 

00440 WR HQ6EHT (15) .' FcGeSS 5 10 0 FUabyA 

1PUTF IMHU£ FDRIE QO) J War. 7 100 II ‘ 


660 FASTER RON l>39) B «o r -f- ID 12 SUdiwcm 

06-525 GHOSWNOR (27) OTORrfa* 81012 R&mmMdy 

1IUJCP JUST QTC QUESTION (42) JJOtlLdl 7 10 13 J’lWHl 

>i U*ESIUH25H.lavo5lQ12 ..... .-RSuppto 

P PRINCE OF THYNE 114) Mrs J GfUdHtow 8 ID 12.il BO*Cy 

6 SWLE PlEZE (15) i*s M Smi* 5 10 li MrSMert 

00 WOOOHOUSE W£ US) r/OBmra^r. s 10 12. 

Mss C mate m 


LSSmkh 


30 WTOO GOWBPUBUC|433PChWslinugn 10100. 

-lOdedarod- 

Uranian ue&c lQd true 6jn 5up «*5Kr Our Jfcoen 9a L2U. Mamae 

r&K 9R 12& PMs a# let 

BETTING: Mbtfetontai. 9-2 HamW®*, 6-1 Oer Hubert, 7-1 Sopreme 

Saulet. 8-1 Adanmue, Una^te, Itasto Dong, 10-j. ettem 


12 CO MYMAVDUBNEEN (S3) Mrs S Bradbune 5 10 7 -.M Rate 

13 ,?43^)4 SIS’tMUGKI8t(13)UsDDictn]0rill 10 7-^— LOTtao 

14 FO WajUMPAWltD(43l»i^JSl'aSTei0 7_.-J*rCStOray 

»l4deda«l- 

BETTWG: 64 Mister Ross, U-4 Grttwew, 61 UBw Stan. 16-1 Busy 
Boy, Feeler Ran. Jonanm. 20-1 others 






rc - -. : j. 


i-Kzrrn&f. 


I 



HYPERION’S! 



Straight bade Flat racing on turf returned for the year yesterday at Doncaster Photograph: Julian Herbsrt/Allsport 


RONCASYLK 

2.05: NOL'FARI. n^i di--cr.ici.-d in 
finishing four length'- wcond to 
Random ICindno-' 1 - cw-vr 2m4rtydti jj 
f □ n limited -.t jt-.' : rate o« the j II- 
wcuihcr .ii Wuhcrh-unpiun "n 
Sjrurdiiy nichi. will he liner ihun 
•some and rciurn- in the tnrl ■in 
a fair iuiixiic.ip mark. Inchciilioch 
nwy prove die mjin d.niLvr, 

cm 

2JL5: MANS AH. who o -niinuL-d 
hLv run of form an J clocked a fair 
lime- when hcjliny Bold LfTort In 
ihrcxquancr: >i| :t Icnulh in .« ff 
handicap at Wuhcrhamplon rc- 
ccndy. is anLtdicTc.hu return- (•< 
inruc on a k-nic-ni mark. Drawn 
under ihe stand-’ rail - n. > dj-nd- 
i .image- here on ,i sound surface | 
- he should an close. 

i ID 

3.10: Frankie Del tori will uel ihe 
hesi nut -.if KnuhhleciitroTc hui die 
trainer is h> iping (or r.un. An- irlicr 
runner drawn 'near ihe Hand-’ 
nils. SANDMIX )R CHVMBRW 
handle- farl ground, i- likc-K Mhc 
up with the pace on the -lands’ 
side from the -un. and will be 
hard lo keep out of ihe frame. He 
ran well first lime -un LiM May 
when runner-up in ihe Ihir-i-. 
Hum Cup. 

□ia 

3.4th Mitbakeauchl Ihe eye w hen 
finishing well into third place be- 
hind Berm 1 TJn- Dip .tnd Siu/pei -n 
on hi- debut al Newmarket last 
sc.i-un. hut was n<»i seen out 
a-jjain alter aiimJier e-«'d run u 
Nc-wtnin in August. He could ‘jiin 
a first win here bur. alter two «in- 
ner- \c-icTd:o I'orJulm Go-den 
ht. HLRITAfiE is hard iri upp-ie, 
This eo|i -hewed promise in a 
Goodwood maiden in Sepk-mher. 


DONCASTER 

130: 1. GALAPtNO Iff 13-20 <<r.' 
2. RafflBS Rooster 9-1. 3. Urgent Swift 20- 1. 
4. Dandrg Cmrafasr 20- 1. 24 ran. 13-2 n-:a. 
Opera Sutf 1. -Miss Gay i-eKf-vav. ivt.n • 
comnf.i. Toto: £7.30. i2Xjr>. £1 <50 £7.00. 
£5. SO. Dual Foretas) £27.40 Cwipure* 
Stran^ir Foftcasr: £47.51. rncan ££^JJ57 
Tn-.-: £1.5*57.00 

2.05: 1. MIRACLE KID IL tenon* 9-2. 2. 
Love Has No Pride 12-1: 3. Tke Dce)ay 
16-1: 4. Setbeny 1<>L 1£ ran. 5-1 13» SsronJ 
Arm. 3. •;.. (J Gc-saeo. Ne-.vniarl-ei i Tote: 
£6^-0: £LW. £3.40 £3.80. £5 10 OF. 
£3«* 70 C-SF: £50.88. Ticast £77 £ul.\ Tno 
£424.10 

235: X. BLUERIDGE DANCER «M Teobun' 
7-1: 2. Mister Bankee 15-2: 3. Stately 
PrincassJ 1 co-te-^. 15ran. 4 1 co-to/s So 
moi-erra. Suggra 1 3. iB LKtasi. Loin- 

bournii Tote-. £13.i». £3 JO. £3.80 £1.90. 
DF: £37.90. «F: £63.42. Tno. £139.10. 

3.10: L CANYON CREEK >L tenant 7-3; 
2. Yeast wnstai: 3- Band On The Run 20-1- 
8 ran. 4. ro. U Gowcn. N^.vman-en Tore: 
£3 40: £1.60. £1.40 E*F: £2.60 CSF 
£6.6L 

3.40: X BRUTAL FANTASY *R Lepn* 13-2. 
2. Ellers Lad 4-1 ir-iav. 3. Bishops Court 
4-1 |i-|.jrv. 12 ran. t&. -J L £-,rf. That**. 
Tolo; £7 50; £2.40. £3.00. £2 00. Df 
£30.00. CSF. £31 *». ktass. £100.90. Tncc 
07.90. NR: <iMa Edgr-. 

4.10: L BREAK THE RULES (Mrs A Per 
rwu 7-2 fav: 2 Mels Baby 7-1; 3. Desort 
Fighter 11 1. 4. Manful 9-1. 20 ran. lit-. 
& iMPVK. ilWfcncwnr. Tol« £4.<X>; £1 30, 
£1.60. £3.20. £2 20 OF £11.40. CSF- 
£29 32 Transit £258.14. 

4.40: 3. FI Y TO THE STARS U ItaMr* 
6-6 lav. 2. River's Source 3-1:3. Burning 
Tnith 10 L 8 ran. 7,2-. ■Mjohns'or. Mxl- 
dtaiam/ Tote: £ 1 70: £1 10 . 11 J'J. iZ.JO. 
DF. L2.30. CSF £3.66. Tno. £42.30. 
Jackpot: lloi won. Fool of £3.977 36 c* 
ned ton-art to [Knoo-rer igC.t, . 

Ptacepot £52 40. Quadpot £5.4*J 
Place 6: £116.42. Place 5: £3J 36. 


PLUMPTON 

2 .25: 1. EAU DE COLOGNE iM RKlWCU* 
2-1: 2. Lord Mils Cuons lar- 3. Prototype 

1*5-1. 12 ran. 2-' . 7. -Mrs L Richards*. Tote: 
L2 30; £1 10.£J_2fi.£L'j0 Dual Forecrfr 
£3.40 Cmipiiter Slrtijri: FOWWV £3- 88. 
Tno. ££: 00 

2.55: 1. REGAL AURA iW Marsioni 5- 1. 
2. Suffolk Road 61. 3. Jovial Man 11-3 
tat- 8 ran. 6. 4. ip OUwni Toto: £6 M: 
£1.80. L’M. tl 10. CF: £21.60 C-SF- 
£37 79. Tncatl. £47 6L 

3J5: L GENERAL SHIRLEY iU CMcni 
11-4 |l-lac. 2. Scalp -Em 26-1. 3. Vonbor- 
ough Lad 9-1. 10 ran. 11-4 r.-f.w lomnL 6. 
6. iP H«I(kt*. Tote: LK91. £1 SO. £S.8*X 
. £1 80. C*F: £64_X‘i CSf £59.92. TncaM 
£5**9 56 Tnc: £49.70. 

4.00: L FUGHT LIEUTENANT <C Bv.g- 
waii’r) 14 Is.: 2. Rotens Pride 7-2: 3. 
Mheanmetoo 60-1 5 ran. 4. 23. il Cater*. 
Tote: £1 2*:>: a 00. £1 70. OF £1.50. C5F. 
£1.45. 

420: 3L BLACK CHURCH iDOSoftwr.) 3-5 
i<«: 2 Joker Jack l-t-i: 3. Pbwccio r i. 
4 ran. 4. ilO -9 F'or.ti Tote: £1.50 Or; 
£2 60. CSF. £ J 54. 

5.00: J_ KELLY MAC iM R Ihcmiflrt 11-4. 
2. Always Greener 2-1 U.: 3. King's Gold 
5-1. 8 ran. 2 .6 iDOBnen*. Tote: £1.10. 
£1.30. £1 20. £2 00 F'F £3.20. CSF: 
£7.76 TnwsL £21.59. 

Place pot £4 00. Quadpat £3 80 
Place 6: £3 05. Place S: £2.66. 


WIIVCANTON 

2.15; 1, MIDNIGHT LEGEND iR Johnson* 

4- 7 2. Embankment 10-1. 3. Ring Of 

Vbrion 13-2 14 ran. 3 w*. <D Mcr*uis*jr. 

leirDle Guiieip). Tote: Il 70: £1.40, £2.3*' *. 
£1.20. Dual Foresosi £5 50. Computer 
f.Tra*£Tl Fotwam: £6.*.'*9. Tnn £52-0. 

Z*5: 1. MALWOOO CASTLE rA Tnormoni 

5- 2. 2. R alt i eta e U i 33 1: 3. Dream Ride 0 11 
lav 6 ran. Hd. 7 iff AJr*tr. BBridlort Forum;. 
TotK £3.00. £1.40. £S 60. PF: £1£..30. CSF. 
£48.53. 

3.15: i. FOOLS ERRAND lUt / EaWr.fj 
* -4; 2. Suniey Bay 6-4 lav. 3. Spring To ft 

6- 2 3 ran. 4, lo. i*j SAlOmg. F/f**.-ld*. Tote. 
£2.70. OF. £2.10. CSF: £J.«f. NR. Osreer 
Bat*<. 

3^0: X. MOTOQUA *v Johrwn 12 :sv. 
ZRegmOemiO l; 3. Scenic WavsK 9-2 
15 ran. 8. 2'.; (D NcjmMon, TemoL* Guil- 
mg». Tote: £160: £1 10 £ 3.60. £1.50. DF: 
Of 80. C£F- £1*5.77 7rw. 19.70 

4dHL- LTOkTS GEMINI STAR iMrCJarreF* 
03 1: 2. Vital Song 7-1- 3. Northern Vd- 
tage 33- L 9 ran. 6J 57* r-rtg 5 Tnsriue- *ie«* 
5. 10. '0 Can-:r. Orta/ St Ms*)-!- Tot« £51.50: 
£5.70. £1.20. £2.60. DF. £197.00. *1SF 
03*tAi Tiki. fiJJ.SC*. 7*rf?: Tom's Ap.vc.he. 

4.50: 1. NORTHERN STARUGHT »3 
Maude* 13-8. 2- Easy Listening 11-6 la.i 
3. Kino's Cross 12 L A ran. 12. 18. At Pipe. 
IVcHIWflcni. Tote: £1.9C*. CF £2 lO. c'.SF: 
£4 06 

52C k JL NOtSY MINER .6 S- lasses ) 1-? tgv. 
2 . Nomania 33-1. 3. Sally Scully 1*4- 1 . 14 
ran. 1'.-, 1. *0 NcriUKin. temple Gu*iio£.’ 

Tote £1.59: £1 10. £6.50. £190 of. 
£24.30. CSF. £27.60. 7n.v OSJ Co. UR: 

Lie's Worl-. fiher J sienrarti' *hqulr\-. DUflnes 
UlUlWM 

Placapot £8^.70. Quadpot £42.40. 
Place 8: £1-12.06 Place S: £120.35. 
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Hoddle to adopt hard line over absenteeism 


GLENN MOORE 


;<e a, -y-y Glenn Hoddle un- 
veiled his squad for 
t * ie Easier Saiur- 
jay friendly with 
Mexico yesterday 
and then told his 
Premiership counterparts that 
he would not accept sick notes 
instead of players. 

Seven of those chosen are al- 
ready said to be doubtful and. 
with the business end of the sea- 
son approaching, managers will 
be looking to make withdrawals. 
Hoddle appears to have decid- 
ed it is time to make a stand. 


“If a player is injured and 
can't play, we will have him re- 
port and our medical staff wUi 
take a look at him," Hoddle 
said. "If they're playing for 
their club and someone says 
they are not fit for us. it is only 
fair we should have a look. 

"I wouldn’t like to think 
managers are pulling their play- 
ers out for any reason other thin 
injury. You gain so much from 
playing for your country." 

Teddy Sheri ngha m, Tony 
Adams. David Beckham. Gary 
Neville, Darren Anderton. Matt 
Le Ussier and Gareth South- 
gate are all said to be canying 
injuries. .Already ruled out are 


Paul Meraon, Andy Hinchcliffe, 
Alan Shearer. Les Ferdinand 
and Paul Gascoigne. 

This skinnish could be the pre- 
lude to a major row. England’s 
crucial World Cup tie in Poland 
is three days alter the European 
Cup final on 28 May. That could 
feature Manchester United but, 
in theory, Hoddle can demand 
their England players are re- 
leased to him on 26 May. “It is 
not something which will be 
talked about until it becomes re- 
ality,” Hoddle said, “If the prob- 
lem is there, it would be a nice 
problem to have and I wauld con- 
verse with Alex Ferguson.” 

There were four United play- 


ers in yesterday's 25-man squad 
including, for the first time, 
Nicky Butt Gary Neville, Beck- 
ham and the recalled Gary Pal- 
lister make up the quartet. 

Also recalled, after a four- 
year gap, are Martin Keown and 
Nigel Maityn. Missing, dropped 
for the first time since he came 
into the England side a decade 
ago, is Stuart Pearce. Another 
former captain, David Platt, is 
also absent despite recovering 
fitness. 

Pearce was blamed by many 
for Gianfranco Zola's goal at 
Wembley last month but his 
dropping seems harsh. Nick 
Baanby and David James are in 


far worse form and they have 
been retained. 

Keown s return, at the age of 
30, is an indication that Hoddle 
could have done with a man- 
marker against Italy. Though his 
game has developed under both 
Bruce Riocb and Ars&ne 
Wenger, Keown's chief claim to 
distinction remains his impres- 
sion of a human limpet. He was 
capped 11 times by Graham 
Thylor but ignored by Teny 
Venables. 

Martyn’s recall is also an in- 
ternational too late. As the Pre- 
miership’s in-form goalkeeper; 
he should have been in last 
month’s squad. He is unlikely to 


start but, ifhe dews, he will find 
one notable difference between 
keeping goal for England and 
doing so for Leeds- England iiy 
to attack as weH as defend. 

Maityn is one of four goal- 
keepers, which seems extrava- 
gant for a home friendly, 
especially as the accepted No 1, 
David Seaman, is not included 
despite being fit enough for Ar- 
senal toexpect him to face Liv- 


erpool on Monday. 

Butt, -22s steps up from cap- 
taining theUnder-21 side. Since 
breaking into the Manchester 
United team in the wake of Paul 


a successful foil to Roy 


Neville has 


faith in fast 


learners 


GLENN MOO RE 


There were no champagne 
corks popping in Manchester 
United's dressing-room on 
Wednesday night, “nor on the 
flight back from Oporto after 
their 4-0 aggregate win. The 
mood was one of satisfaction 
rather than celebration. A Eu- 
ropean Cup semi-final with 
Borussia Dortmund, and a do- 
mestic championship campaign, 
were already on the minds of 
players and manager. 

Gary Neville, who was ex- 
cellent in Wednesday's goalless 
draw with Porto, despite carry- 
ing an ankle injury. said: "There 
was no jubilation afterwards. We 
were expected to go through 
and if we had not we could not 
have forgiven ourselves. 

“Now it is the semi-finals and 
the Germans again. It is about 
lime we beat them. They have 
some great players with expe- 
rience of world’ and European 
finals and we will have to be at 
our best. As a young kid grow- 
ing up I have only ever seen 
German teams dominating 
competitions. This team is 
learning all the lime. We have 
experience in the right areas and 
we have a lot of young legs. Wc 
arc also a quick learn and that 
is the most important facior in 
European football. 

-VJ i— »n i»« nmiiH nc mv- 


~We can be as good as any- 
one and we will be as good as 
Juveruus bv the end “of this 


season or the next. I am sick of 
hearing that these teams are 
better than us. Bobby' Robson 
made the Porto players out to 
be something from a different 
planet.” 

Who plays host in the semi- 
final first leg on 9 April will be 
determined at noon today in 
Lausanne. The second leg a 
fortnight later has created a fix- 
ture problem for United. They 
were due to play Newcastle 
United on 23 April. That will 
have to be moved to either 16 
April. giving Manchester Unit- 
ed three games in eight days be- 
tween the semi-final games, or 
5 May. which would mean a 
championship run-in of four 
games in nine days. The Euro- 
pean Cup final is in Munich on 
28 May. 

Already injuries are mount- 
ing with Neville and David 
Beckham, now carrying ankle 
knocks to add to the hamstring 
and thigh problems of Ryan 
Giggs and Andy Cole. 

There is another worry as far 
as Europe is concerned: sus- 
pension. Under Uefa’s well- 
meant but badly thought-out 
disciplinary system, a player 
could miss the* final because of 
two yellow cards received sev- 
en months apart. That is Gary 
Neville’s fear. 

He was booked in Turin in 
September, ibe first of seven 
United players to be cautioned 
in the eight games they have 
played - the best record of the 



competition. A second booking 
would result in an automatic 


would result in an automatic 
one-match suspension even if he 
has completed eight flawless 
matches inbetween. 

“It is a scandalous rule," 
said Neville, who missed the 
Euro 96 semi-final under the 
same tolting-up procedure. “I 
have been walking a tightrope 
since Turin-” 

With the current strict inter- 
pretation of the laws this seems 
harsh. While foul play has to be 
discouraged, bookings should be 
regarded 3S spent after four 


matches, rather like speeding 
convictions are spent after three 
years. Otherwise players are in- 
hibited. Alex Ferguson, the 
United manager, attributed his 
team’s tentative start in Opor- 
to to players being wary of 
tackling until they had worked 
out the referee's approacb. 

Dortmund, who have re- 
ceived 14 yellow cards in their 
campaign, including one red, 
will be missing Matthias Sam- 
mer in the semi-final first-leg. 
He, though, has been booked in 
two of his last three games and 


thus deserves the ban. Dort- 
mund have lost only once in the 
competition. 2-1 at home to 
Atietico Madrid when Sammer 
was injured. 

Even without him they have 
plenty of quality. Among their 
17 internationals are four oth- 
er members of Germany s Euro 
96 squad: Jurgen Kohler, Ste- 
fan Reuter, Andreas Molier 
and Stefan Freund. 

The other semi-final is a re- 
peat of last year’s final It took 
penalties to separate Juventus 
and Ajax then and it could do 


so again. Juventus are 
favourites but Ajax showed in 
winning 3-2 after extra time at 
Atietico Madrid that the con- 
tinuing break-up of their suc- 
cessful 1995 team has not 
dimmed their desire. 

This is the sixth successive 
season in which an Italian side 
has made the last four of this 
competition. While Manchester 
United’s achievement is sub- 
stantial the English game as a 
whole cannot crow about its 
quality until it approaches that 
record. 


Lambert revels in role of fast-forward finisher 


If the tarlan hordes have felt 
slightly excluded from recent 
momentous Anglo-Teutonic en- 
counters, then one lone Scot 
wilt at least, feel grateful for his 
involvement in the next one. 
And should Paul Lambert get 
his laces in a tangle as he tics • 
his boots before facing Man- 
chester United next month, he 
could be forgiven for finding 
himself in a pre-match trance. 
For. of the players participating 
in the European Cup semi-fi- 
nals. the laie of the 27-year-old 
Scottish midfielder must be the 
most extraordinary. 

Last summer Lambert was in 
Glasgow anticipating no more 
than another season with Moth- 
erwell. Like any other ambitious 
Scot, out of contract and at lib- 


erty to move on in the wake of 
the Bosnian ruling, he was alive 
to the possibilities of furthering 
his career in England, perhaps, 
or even the Continent. But 
with Borussia Dortmund? 
Hardly. Yet when the call came, 
it was not from England or 
Hearts. Hibs, Aberdeen or 
Dundee. It was from the heart 
of the Ruhr, from the Wcstfa- 
lenstadion. home of the twice- 
running German champions, 
who, unknown to Lambert had 
had him under scrutiny. 

“It was like a bolt of lightning,” 
Lambert recalled as he savoured 
the glow of his new dub’s ad- 
vance to cite last four for the first 
time and that meeting with 
United. Although he has never 
met Alex Ferguson, Lambert is 



Nicholas Harling on the 

Scottish midfielder (left) who 
has rewarded Dortmund's 
faith with stirring displays 


well acquainted with the United 
manager's brother. Martin, his 
coach at St Mirren before the 
move across Glasgow. "From 
what I'm told Martin is very sim- 
ilar to Alex," Lambert said. 
“They both work the same way." 

German clubs are renowned 
for their scouting networks but, 
with all respect to Lambert, 
who bas appeared only twice for 
Scotland, why did he come to the 
notice of Ottmar Hitzfeld. the 
Dortmund coach? “I just don't 
know. - he replied, “it’s unbe- 


lieveable. Last season I was at 
MotherwelL Now I'm looking 
forward to facing a dub of Unit- 
ed's reputation in what must be 
the biggest game of my career.” 

Invited on trial, Lambert 
made a quick impression, for he 
not only started the season but 
actually scored in his first game, 
a 4-2 defeat at Bayer Leverkusen. 
On target again in the European 
Cup against Widzew Lodz, he has 
confirmed a knack for getting for- 
ward to good effect. 

Yet in the first leg against 


United, wherever that may be 
- we will know after today’s 
draw in Lausanne - Dortmund 
may be looking more to Lam- 
bert’s defensive qualities. The 
booking in Auxerre of Matthias 
Sammer. which followed a pre- 
vious yellow card received 
against Steaua BucharesL 
means that the European Foot- 
baller of the Year will miss the 
first leg against United. Al- 
though another outstanding de- 
fender, Stefan Reuter, wm be 
back from suspension, the ab- 
sence of Sammer, especially if 
it is at Old Huffbrd, will thrust 
extra defensive responsibility on 
midfielders such as Lambert. 

“Obviously we will miss Sam- 
mer. Anyone would miss him,” 
Lambert said On the evidence 


of events in Abbd-Deschamps 
Stadium, the game at Old Traf- 
fbid may be no classic. Away 
from home, away from the deaf- 
ening noise that tumble down 
the Westfalenstadion terraces, 
Dortmund are patently reluctant 
to attack. St£phane Chapuisat 
and Karlheinz Riedie are often 
isolated figures in attack, rein- 
forced usually only when the 
likes of Andreas Molier and 
Lambert take it upon themselves 
to go forward too. 

But it is not as if Dortmund 
will be inhibited by OWTrafford. 
“I’ve never played there and 
many of the players were in the 
German team that appeared 
there for Euro 96," Lambert 
pointed out “They know what 
it’s like” 


Netherlands 


i -*• ■ 34*5 


AROUND THE 
WORLD 


Dani. the Portuguese forward 
who played nine games for West 
Ham last season, is remem- 
bered at Upton Park more for 
his fondness for London's night- 
clubs than his playing prowess. 
Yesterday, though, the 20-year- 
old was the toast of Amsterdam 
after his spectacular goal helped 
Ajax reach the European Cup 
semi-finals. 


Dgni crashed a superb long- 
range shot into ibe lop corner of 
the Atietico Madrid net to give 
Ajax a 2-1 lead in extra rime of 
the second leg of Wednesday’s 
quarter-fin aL The Dutch champ- 
ions won 3-2 to secure a 4-3 ag- 
gregate win, and Amsterdam's 
Telegmof newspaper declared: 
“Whar a sensation! What a spec- 
tacle! Ajax played what was 
perhaps the most spell -bin ding 
game in their history.” 


Ajax were doubtless pleased 
to give Jesus Gfl y GO, Atletico’s 
president, a taste of defeat. Be- 
fore the first leg m the Nether- 
lands. he bad said about Ajax: 
“You see them warming up, five 
Macks there, four there, three 
more on the fiekl- it looked like 
the Congo to me." His com- 
ments led to Ajax board mem- 
bers boycotting a lunch with 
Atietico officials prior to the sec- 
ond leg. 


Russia 


Spain 


Anatoly Davidov, 43, became 
the oldest player to appear in the 
Russian PremierLeague when 
he turned but in last weekend's 
season opener for Zenit St Pe- 
tersburg. Then his son Dimitri, 
22, came on as a last-minute sub- 
stitute in their next game 4 the 
first time a father mid son had 
played together inRussia’s top 
dhrisioni. « . •’ 


Valencia’s Brazilitostrikei;, Le~ 
andro> has promised tp change 
his’ goal celebration;. after 
protest from dppoaents. .His 
routine? Going down bn all 
fonts and cockiagJiKjeg like a 
dog. “L w33 change amrnal,-* 1 said 
Leandro, -Who has-also treated 


fans toon iarifationdf a bat, the 
symbol of Hisqhib. : I 

' ' ~~ [ Rapczt Metca$ j 


as early indiscipline bas given 
way to maturity without the loss 
of his combativeness. 

Hoddle now has a busy few 
days on die telephone. As weU 
as negotiating with managers, he 
intends to speak to Gascoigne, 
who appears; to be going 
through one of- his chequered 
periods. . ‘ 

“I will be speaking to him 
about his leg injury,” said Hod- 
dle, “and other matters may 
come up. I don’t know the facts 
of what happened with him 
and I am not going to comment 
unfit I do. Walter Smith at 
Range rs will know the facts and 
1 will speak to him when things 


have calmed g. 

fears that Gascoigne V hfc 
never calm down, al k 35 * 1 ®! 

33b hfe worth *t 

coach retaining a professional 
interest in it- . 
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to screen - 

Cup qualifying maidi apmst 

Itafy in Rome on II October. 


Doubts for 


future as Ginola 


stays away 


ALAN NIXON 


Red is the colour: Celebrating Manchester United tans light up Porto’s ground on Wednesday Photograph: Reuter 


David Ginola failed to appear 
for training at Newcastle Unit- 
ed yesterday and is understood 
to have made a written transfer 
request. . 

The 30-year-old Frenchman. 

who has repeatedly expressed his 
disappointment at being left 
on the bench by manager Ken- 
ny Dalglish, has been expected 
- to leave the club this summer. 

AFC Bournemouth live to, 
fight on- at least until the end 
of the season. The Second Di- 
vision dub, who are £4.5m in 
debt, were granted a stay of ex- 
ecutionyesterday after a wind- 
ing-up petition, brought by the 
Inland Revenue over unpaid 
taxes amounting to £250,000, 
was adjourned until 15 May. 
Howeverrthe dub were wanted 
that they have only until then to 
come up with a financial pack- 
age to satisfy the High Court. 

The future of the GM Vaux- 
hall Conference champions, 
Stevenage, was left up hi the air 
yesterday after a football As- 
sociation disciplinary ; panel 
faDed to reach a verdict over al- 
legations that the dub asked for 
a £30J300 “bung” from Tbiquay. 

The Stevenage chairman, 
Victor Green, allegedly told 
Ibrquay that unless the money 
was paid he would sell his dub’s 
star striker, Barry Hayles, winch 
would have reduced their 
chances of winnaig Conference. 

If the eventual runners-up, 
Woking, had won the Confer- 
ence, Torquay would have been 
relegated from the Third Divi- 
sion. Stevenage won the Con- 
ference but, because their 
ground did not meet Football 
League standards by the 31 
December 1995 deadline, they 
were not promoted and Ibrquay 
were saved. 

The disciplinary panel has un- 

nage and could levy either a 
heavy fine, deduct points or 
even bar the chib from promo- 
tion over a number of years if 
they are found guilty. Howev- 
er. the panel failed to reach a 


verdict after almost six hours at 
the Lancaster Gate meeting 
and the decision is not expect- 
ed until late next week. 

Manchester City have put 
Gerry Creancv up for sale at 
£150,000 in the hope that they 
can sell the former Celtic man 
before next week’s transfer 
deadline. Creaney cost just 
over £lm when Alan Ball signed 
him from Portsmouth a year 
ago. but the current City man- 
ager, Frank Clark, has virtual- 
ly written Creaney out of his 
plans with the arrival from 
Fenerbahce of Dalian Ationson. 
who makes his debut tomorrow' 
a gains t Stoke City. 

The Bolton manager. Colin 
Tbdd, is leading the race la sign 
Rosenborg Trondheim’s left- 
back, Stale Stensas. Todd has 
watched Stensas twice in the last 
fortnight. However, the First Di- 
vision leaders face opposition 
for the defender from Black- 
burn, Rangers and Celtic. 

The England Under-21 team 
coach, Peter Tavior, has given 
his Leicester counterpart Mar- 
tin O’Neill a Coca-Cola Cup fi- 
nal boost by agreeing to leave 
his striker Emile Heskey out of 
the international with Switzer- 
land at Swindon cm ! ApriLThe 
Leicester player can now con- 
centrate on the WfemNey final 
with Middlesbrough just five 
days later on 6 ApriL 

Hibernian yesterday signed 
the Dundee forwards, Lee Pow- 
er and Paul Tosh, in a £200,000 
deal. The pair will go straight 
into the squad for tomorrow's 
home game with Aberdeen. 

The former Swedish in- 
ternational Robert Prytz has a 
returned to Scottish football 
with Kilmarnock on a short- 
term contract. The 37-year-old 
midfielder, who has been re- 
leased by Mahno, first played in 
Scotland more than a decade 


ago at Rangers, when he 
teamed up with Bobbv W illiam . 


teamed up with Bobby W illiam , 
son, now his manager at 
Kilmarnock 

Niklas Gudmundsson, Black- 
burn Rovers’ Swedish forward, 
has joined Ipswich Town on loan 
for at least a month. 


Woking keep watch 


Non-League noteb ook 

RUPERT METCALF 


Woking may have enjoyed then- 
role as underdogs when they 
took Coventry City to a replay 
in the third round of this sea- 


son’s FA Cup, but tomorrow 
they will be the favourites as 
they attempt to stop an Essex 
vfllage team claiming another 
giant-killing scalp. 

The Surrey side head for 
Scraley Road, the bumble home 
of Heybridge Swifts, for a 
quarter-final tie against the Icis 
League team who thrashed an- 
other leading GM Vauxhall 
Conference dub, Kidderminster 
Hamers, 34) in the last round. 


“We certainly won’t be un- 
derestimating Heybridge. They 
have some fine players, " said 
Geoff Chappie, Woking’s man- 
ager, who admitted that his 


side were “not in the best of 
format the moment” He hopes 
to be able to recall the former 
Wimbledon goalkeeper, Hans 
Segers, who played in Woking’s 
3-2 win at Dorchester in the last 
round but hasbeen on holiday 
since the inconduave end of his 
trial on match-fixing char ges. 
Wolfing are one of only two 

Conference sides left fa the Th> 

phy. Stevenage Borough en- 
tertain Colwyn Bay, the 
Welshmen who are one <rf three 
UnIBond League dubs to reach 
the last eight. Ashton United 
vKit Dagenham &. Redbridge 
while Bishop, Auckland are at 
home to Gloucester City. 
Bishop Auckland's place in 

friP. miOTtarJlna1cV«f#ir 


the quarter-finals was not secure 
until the football Association 
rejected Altfincham!s protest 
about theconducrofthe Bish- 
ops’ fans and players at Altrin- 
cham in thelast round. 


They’ll be coming down the mountain when they come 


Out of the dark and the thick 
vegetation they come. Spectral 
figures gliding silently across 
the damp, red earth. It is a pri- 
mal, almost primeval scene. But 
then a guttural comment or a gig- 
gle betrays them. They may 
look like wraiths but there is lit- 
tle more substantial on earth. 
This is the Kenyan cross-coun- 
uy squad, fine-tuning for the 
World Championships in Turin 
on Sunday. 

When the weekend is over, 
they will almost certainly rule the 
world. Again. For Lhc time be- 
ing. this is (jam on the dirt paths 
around Si Mark’s Teacher Train- 
ing College in Kenya's Central 
Highlands, about two hours’ 
drive north of Nairobi. 

There is no small ironv in this 


whole procedure of bringing 
their elite squad to Kigari for a 
month before the World 
Championships. Nairobi where 
most of these athletes live, is al- 
ready over 1600 metres ( 5.500ft j 
above sea level ample for the al- 
titude training which has long 
been recognised as beneficial to 
any endurance event. But, as 
head coach Dan Muchoki tells 
us: “Nairobi is just as polluted 
as any big city nowadays so it’s 
fresher up here: also there are 
fewer distractions." 

Paul Tergal, world champion 
for the last two years, confirms 
the benefits of squad training. 
■'Running together three limes 
a day for a month, you get to 
know the strengths and weak- 
nesses of vour team-mates, and 


Pat Butcher visits Kigari to see the 
Kenyans preparing to sweep the board 
again at the World Cross-countiy 
Championships in Turin on Sunday 


you can work on that, so by the 
time of the World Champion- 
ships. we are really strong.” 

“Up here." is over 7,0U0ft high 
on the South-eastern slopes of 
Mount Kenya. After the early 
morning run (only 10km today) 
the squad, top finishers in the se- 
nior and junior nationals last 
month, then congregate for a 
light breakfast Of boiled eggs, 
bread and jam, washed down 
with the milky, sugary tea which 
could well have originated on the 
surrounding plantations. There 


is a short break before they get 
down to the “serious" work 
around 10am. 

Since this is less than a week 
before Turin, the load is being 
eased. After 20 minutes of jog- 
ging and stretching, Muchoki su- 
pervises a 30-rainute intensive 
sprint session, with four groups 
criss-crossing diagonally on the 
college hockey field, with the 
now cloud-capped peak as a 


backdrop. After lunch, they will 
run another 10km, individually 


run another 10km, individually 
if they wish, around 430pm. 


This is already impressive, 
but Muchoki relates that a 
month earlier the “serious" ses- 
sion was probably two to three 
times longer. "They start off do- 
ing 220km a week and we grad- 
ually come down to around 
120km. The women will do 
about 60 per cent of that load." 

It is hard to see wftax tbe rest 
of Lhe world can do to combat 
the Kenyans, apart from repro- 
ducing the dreums Lances which 
the Moaxcans have done to a 
certain extent with their altitude 
camp in Ifrahane. Significantly, 
the only man to beat a Kenyan 
to the individual title in the last 
11 years has been Khalid Skah, 
who was bom in Ifrahane. 

Kenyans have taken all four 
team odes for the last two years, 


but their neighbours, the 
Ethiopians, are a constant threat 
in the women's events. Less so 
in the men’s. Tergatison a hat- 
trick, but he has been compre- 
hensively beaten by foul Koefch 
in the big three Kenyan events 
this season. Koech, fourth in the 
world event last year, has gone 
to Nairobi to renew his visa, a re- 
minder that there are some 
things that come hard for 
Africans in Europe. 

Muchoki says that Tergat has 
“corac up” in Kigari, bui Kip 
Keino, the godfather of Kenyan 
distance runnmg,vokKSconcern: 
"Tfergat ran a lot of races alter 
the Olympics," he said. “He’s 
tired. The temptation of money - 
is very high. I worry for our ath- 
letes sometimes." Since there is 


prize money on offer far the first 
time m the World Champion- 
ships, it is an appropriate ques- 
tion to put to the soft-spoken 
team captain. 

“I don't think I could nm s»m 
barfer ” Tergal says. “This jftr 
teaznsport, we runfbr Qurcqtin- . 
fry first of aft Then, whenwe see. 
we have won as a team, we ran 
for ourselves. Koech is very ■ 
strong, I was a tong way behind - 
torn m the nationals. But .there 
Balro ffissou [toe Moroccan who 
t>ipke die 10,000m woridreebrd 
after tbe Olympics]. Hehasonly , 
raced once this season.- And ■ 
[Jon] Brown [GB] and Guerra' 
[flortogailbeat me m Seville, but. 
the mud vras terrible.*’- -- =•• : -v 

There has been a drought jn ■: 
Kenya for the last seven mo nths; . 



JfflSafc Defends, his title 


WTtft the attendant threat of 

;^^.Aswe prqjareto leaw’ 
rae country, .the anticipated 
Hong raner arefepotfedto be 
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Maverick Mariar the original mover and shaker 
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Robm Mariar yesterday made 
ji& first move as the new chair- 
man of troubled Sussex by ap- 
pointing , a fellow Old 
.. Harrovian, Tony Pigott, as the/ 
dob’s director of ctkietaod aid- 
ing chief executive. It was typ- 
ical of Marla-,' the 66-year-old 
.former Sussex captain, that be 
should have come up wiih as in- 
novative a dual role as thi s. •'. 

. _ ; Pigottfs qinie capable of do- . 

• jj^ the job. He muabe^ because 
when it comes to judging men 
and their ability in business, 
Mariar is in his dement He is 
described as a management 
tXMBuliantin his entry in Who’s 
Who, but m realiry he is a head- 
hunter, a fisher of the right man 
for the top position. 


■ 'By nature Mariar is volatile 
and fearless, and affectionate- 
ly known as “Snarier" by fellow 
cricket writers. This is the man 
who has stood as a Conserva- 
tive camiidafem Bokova in the 
1959 General Election. He is 
even credited with having per- 
suaded led Dexter to stand for 
die Tories against Labour’s Jim 
Callaghan in Cardiff m the 
1965 General Section. 

- . A former Sunday Times 
sports editor remembers how 
Mariar cast the first stone in the 
direction of the then chairman 
of the England selectors, Peter 
May-and they were neighbours 
in Surrey.-He did the unthink- 
able and not long after the rest 
of Fleet Street followed. 


Mariar is the original mover 
and shaker. He is heavily bufli, 
but can still move far and fast, 
like the tune he was sent to Pak- 
istan to cover an England tour. 
Since he had to fife a report only 
on Saturday, Mariar arranged 
a business meeting in Los An- 
geles, flew there on Tuesday and 
returned to Pakistan on Friday 
in plenty of time to fulfil his 
journalistic obligations. 

One acquaintance describes 
him as "a land of right wing rad- 
ical,"; another as an innovator, 
something of a visionary. He 
holds what a former sports ed- 
itor described as “maverick 
views” and is regarded by many 
in the Establishment as a loose 
cannon. If he is then he is 


David Llewellyn 

on the coJourftjl 
new chairman of 
Sussex County 
Cricket Club 

more often than not on target, 
as Sussex should find in the 
coming months. 

Mariar waded into the Sus- 
sex fray during Wednesday’s 
stormy annual meeting in 
Brighton in which the last four 
members of the old guard were 
forced to resign. Elected chair- 
man after a confusing night in 
the Grand Hotel, he set to 
work immediately. “The way in 
which matters have been man- 


aged over a long lime has not 
been satisfactory and this un- 
acceptable situation cannot 
continue.” he said. 

“We’ve got Tony on board 
and be is keen to be involved- 
ll would have been very wrong 
not to have got his dual role 
sorted out today. He is acting 
chief executive for a period of 
perhaps six or eight weeks and 
whatever develops from that, 
we’ll take it as it comes.” 

The 38-year-old Pigott can- 
not wail tostariwork. “I believe 
I can do both jobs.” said the for- 
mer seam bowler who will also 
have to embrace the duties of 
secretary. The present incum- 
bent. Nigel Belt, is on sick 
leave. 


pjgptti who spent IS years on 
die Hove playing staff, left his 
management position at neigh- 
bouring Surrey to mount the 
coup which saw the Sussex 
chairman Ken Hopkins, vice 
chairman Alan Wadey. anoth- 
er former captain John Barclay 
and Frank Horan stand down. 

Mariar and new committee 
men. Dick Holste (treasurer) 
and Jim Mav. were elected in a 
postal ballot, the results of 
which were announced during 
Wednesday’s meeting. 

However, Mariar is deter- 
mined that the triumvirate, 
should not be perceived as a 
clique working for their own in- 
terests rather than for the club. 
He is keen to bring the com- 


’s future 
Wa * is crystal clear 


Tamils 

JOHN ROBERTS / 
reports Key Biscaynti V . •* ,' 5 

A delighted Tim Henman stud- 
ied the Wueribrd Crystal trophy 
he received do Wednesday nigh t 
as the ATP Thor's Most Im- 
proved Player for - 1996-rand 
mentioned how similar it was to 
thehandsome bowi presented to 

first Tour singles till e in- January. 

That victory guaranteed 
Henman’s inclusion in next 
year’s tennis Oscar ceremonies 
as the winner of an ATP four 
Milestone Award T if nothing 
more, and the 22-year-old from 
Oxford made itdear that be has 
not finished crystal gazing. “Td 
like to make it a fifth and a tenth 
and so on,” he said, as usual ex- 
pressing his ambitions without 
a trace of arrogance. 

It is worth noting that Hen- 
man’s immediate predecessors 
as Most Improved Player, Rus- 
sia’s Yevgeny Kafelnikov and 
Thomas Enqvist, of Sweden/ 
each received milestone awards 
on Wednesday to mark tfadr 
10th singles titles. 

“Winning: titis indefinitely 
something I'm pleased with,” 
Henman said. “It mean recog- 
nition amongsrimy peers, sb'lW 
obviously made anshpressioiL 


• It’s the first time a B ritish p fiini- 
■ er has won such ah award. Tip. 
hoping it’s tbd first of many, for 
me and for British tennisA’ 

What impressed: his fellow 
professionals when tt came' to 
a final choice between HeBman 
and two other oontendexs, Fe- 
lix Mantilla, of Spain, andthe . 
American Alex O’Briavwas the 
: inaiirKxinwhich the Briton had 
raised his ranking from No 99 
'it- the end of 1995 to No 29 at- 
tire end oflast jear. . 

His efforts tookhhn to shales 
semi-finals in Shanghai -Rot- 
terdam,- Copenhagen, Seoul, 
Lyon, Ostrava, and the Grand 
Slam Cup in Munich. He was a 
. quarter-finalist at Nottingham 
and Wimbledon -thefirst Brit . 
sihee Roger Thy lor' 23 years 
earlier- and advanced to the 

- fourth round of the US Open. 

. In doubles, Henmaa'was a 

- silver medalist at the : Atlanta 
. Olympics (with Neil Broad), and 
a sefiri-finalist at four evens in 

. Seoul (with Gary Mufier) and 
Oshava (with Andrew Richard- 
son). Hi? prize money for the 
year was $853,247 (£530,000). •' 
- Henman’s improvement has 
;; continued with the yictofy m 
i : Sydney and finals in Doha and : 
Antwerp.- He is seeded No L4 ■ 
*fbr the Upton Championships, 

> which got nncferwajrfere yes- 
terdayi did is due’ to play a 


qualifier tomorrow, having re- 
ceived a bye in thefirst round. 

Onreceivkigfais award at the 
JadtieGleason Theatre^ Miami 
Beach, Henman paid tribute to 
. hisCQ&ch, David Felgale -“but 
- only because it’s hisbirthdayr- 
and there is little doubt that they 
make an impressive team. 

- • Aftenrards,.Henman played 
down retorts that he was to cut 
/down bn his recreational sports, 
such as golf and football, after 
. a swollen elbow caused him to 
withdraw firan bstweek’s tourr 
n ament at Indian Wells, Cafi- 
-■ forma. “You always have to be 
cautious, but not too much,” 
Henman said 

Martina Hingis, Henman’s 
. counleipaii as the W1A ‘four’s 
Most Improved Player, takes a 
similar .view of her pursuits, 
whkhinclude skiing, rollerblad- 
ing and horse riding Site was 
thrown from a horse two days 
before .tire semi- finals of the 
'Aust ralian Qpem 1 

' Daring 'Wednesday’s presen- 
tations, Hingis performed a few 
dance steps onstngewith the ac- 
tor. Robert Loggia (Indepen- 
dence Day, Big), “1 hope I’m 
going to be a legend like Mar- 
tma Navratilova,” Hingis said. 
.She makes a start a week next 
/Monday by becoming the 
youngest ever world No 1, aged 
: 16 year?, aXmonths and rare day. 


England’s failings 



SSEESSS^33 


ions, ftfcistan. Yesterday Russell 
Garda gaveEngland the lead af- 
ter five minutes and when Bob- 
by Ctutdiley scored after 13 
mtnntesFi^andwCTe cm course 
to achieve their fnst victory over 
theofdenemy since 19S5. 

After surriving two Australian 
penalty comers, England con- 
ceded a goal in the 26th minute 
as Matthew Smith opened Aus- 
tralia’s account Stacy, with goals 
in the 31st and 34th minutes, 
gave hs ride a 3-2 interval lead. 
.-/ With England again fading at 


five penally comers, Stacy com- 
pleted his hat-trick and James 
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Integrity 
has its 
reward 

I 

Goff 

ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Sunningdaie 

There can be no more pic- 
turesque setting to usher in 
the new spring than this leafy 
comer of Surrey, and yesterday 
the Sunningdaie Foursomes 
were blessed with glorious sun- 
shine. Until, that is. a certain 
chillness entered the second 
quarter-final on the fifth green. 

David Jones had just played 
his recovery shot from a green- 
ride bunker when Mark Palmer 
and Gary Whims) ey wondered 
aloud whether they should claim 
the hole because Jones’ caddie, 
a local bag-canier. bad inadver- 
tently raked the bunker some 15 
y ar ds C to m his player’s ball when 
be went to pick up the rake. 

Jeremy Robinson, Jones’ part- 
ner and fellow Challenge four 
player from Essex, conceded 
the hole. He was annoyed for 
some time, which was justified 
when he read Exception 2 to 
Rule 13-4 which states such .an 
action fay a caddie, as long as it 
does not improve the player’s 
line, should not be penalised. 

Robinson, a former winner 
here in 1991, recovered to make 
two telling contributions in his 
team’s one-hole victory. First, 
at the ninth, he holed from 25 
feet to avoid going two down. 
Then, having hooked his drive 
at the last and seen Jones hit a 
superb three-wood from 250 
yards on to the front of the 
green, he holed from 30 feet for 
a birdie and the match. 

In this morning’s semi-finals 
they wffl play Wyne Riley and 
Gary Smith, who overcame their 
fooxth-round jinx and then beat 
the Andrews, HaD and Reynolds, 
who ended NigeJ Mansell's run 
on Wednesday, 3 and 2. 

Julie Hall, now secretary of 
the Ladies' Golf Union, and He- 
len V&dsworth, a pro on the 
women’s tour, had their closest 
match so far when they beat En- 
field’s Sean Whiffm and Jere- 
my Jones at the 20th hole. 
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Making moves: Sophie Moniotte and 
Pascal Lavanchy get into their routine 
during the Ice dance competition at the 
World Figure Skating Championships in 
Lausanne yesterday. The French pair 
are in fourth place behind Oksana 
Gritschuk and Yevgeny Platov, the 
Russian partnership, who are now dose 
to their fourth consecutive title. The 
day was marred by the death from a 
heart attack of Carlo Fassi, one of the 


sport's most famous coaches. Fassi, 67, 
in Lausanne to coach the US bronze 
medalist Nicole Bobek and Romania’s 
champion Cornel Gheorghe, also helped 
John Curry and Robin Cousins, the 1976 
and 1980 British Olympic champions. 
Cousins, in Lausanne as a commentator 
for BBC, said: “He did not have a magic 
wand, but he did have a way." 

Photograph: Stu Fbrster/Allsport 
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Warrington men walking tightrope 


Ax the end of a week in which 
three of their team-mates have 
been sacked, other Wfrrrihgfon. 
players will be playing for their- 
future at the chib tonight, writes 
Dave Hadfield. . 

Wffrmg rnn , who stowed three 
first-teamers tire door after their 

defeat at Bradford last week take 

on the London Broncos knowing 
another bad display could bring 
more drastic measures. - 

“They have had a good talk- 
ing-to, m order to get tb em r e- 
motivated,” the chief executive, 
John Smith, said. “They know 
what they have to do.” 

Marie, Hilton; their Great 
Britain Uhder-2l prop, is still 


ruled on i with injury* but fellow 
prop Dallas Mead, signed from 
New Zealand this Winter, makes 
his competitive debut, with Paul 
FfitinreraTvitremhocrfoerandlg- 
year-old GtrrRoden making bis 
fii& appearance atscrum-halL 
. The Tfest second-row Paul 
Sculthoipe, back after injury, 
has become the second player to 
win aplace in the anmial_ Coach- 
es’. Select Xm in tbeJtethmans ■ 
Rugby League yearbook after 
playing a whole season as an 18- 
year-okL ’Wigan’s Andy Farrell 
was the first throe years agp. 

Scullborpe’s 'Warrington and 
Great Britam team-mate, lestyn 
Harris* hashad his 48^bbur sus^ 

■ pension extended while the dub 


SNOW REPO; 


in a daarity football match whan 
he had withdrawn from tiie 
Bradford game through injury. 

Ryan Sheridan is out of 
Leeds’- game-in Paris tonight 
with an ankle injury. Dean 
Lawford takes- his place and 
Jamie Mathjou is named on the 
bench. Oldham will be withoot 
their centres, Vince Fawcett 
and Darren Abram, against the 
Bradford Bulls tonight. 

The Featherstone hooker 
Neil Roebuck is out. for the sea- 
son after his fourth knee oper- 
ation in seven months. Wigan’s 
coach Eric Hughes fears Gary 
Connolly could alsofsce a long 
lay-off if die knee injury that has 
kept him out since tus return 
from Harlequins needs surgery. 


^nr.iation with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


AROUND THE RESORTS 


Ana, laa • U»r Upp fames* 




Athletics 

Sertte nfflB selected by the tnoanatjonal 
Amateur Athletic Federation /asterfay 
to host the 1999 Worfd Champ<- 
oosWps. two weeks after betngspumed 
in its bid to land the 2004 Summer 
Olympics. 

Ba dmin ton 

SMSS OPW (BmS«) Soccnl isuMMiactad; 
Dw«JianC(COilPKnoMlN C&w 15-10 15-3. 

Basketball 

NBA: non 103 Boswi 100; Ohdoob 90 Om- 
land T2: To»ww>98 Doom 97; New 111 
prtaoavm iOtt Auna 1D7 metans 05; w- 
»M93 GoWen SB* 91 (e^: Mtfmascss 96 Wn- 
coww T2: IA Cippen 108 Sanmrosa. 
BUOWSSSt UEUCUE (Wodk SWIWO Starts 78 
loodon TtaWrt 79. 

BOHards 

SOLD RARE CHAMPKMSMP (Kodrss) Soe- 
om mat R Aokwarl lAus) m S Amarram (ird) 
4^; A Monv (Ml bt R Oaprwi (EneJ 4-3t M 
Ami (Erfl « D JoS* 9MJ 4-1; C SSuB (Eng) 
M P 6Mv« (Eng> 4-2: Q SeCT Dnd) btMFV- 
iwre ffnai 4-0:8 MMaN Pnct 6tD CtotMcrtErO 
*■ 2 . 

Bonds 

WOMEN'S HOME BtTBMAnONAL MDOOR 
CMAMnOMSHr (Pwtbk a«nd m H um 
J33nl03 tea J HMRX lost to S MA- 

m*andl9-a 0 HanWn w o Peatey 26-11: N 
Show W M Faroi 21-17: BAttoon W BWtey 
2D-1K M to* M Johnoon 17-20: U Siaato 
»Al>fcajnne»28-171.WM»»tt l w MnR1M; - 
M CWW tfap» tac B M U Feoitti 39- 

12: J Addmd W MUMl Johnson 27-li D 
ROMandS.KXltDj tUMM 14-13: R Jons K 
A McGumbb 23-11; A Damn w 10 Muriel 
kmam 17-23; G IMas M Wyfe 21-lSi. 


0WMMY WIERfMnorvU. (N«br, MZ, twf 
nMQ: CbocbI Dtancts 237 ISO otasl; Sn LAO- 
Ml 4 (43a own). Sil Laoka woo bjr Mx 


Football 

Phil Neal has been appointed as as- 
sistant manage to Barry Fry art: Second 
DMs*on FetoitxirouHh. The former Lh/- 
eipool and Engerd ffeso; »*» vms ewe- 


taker manager at Manchester City un- 
til the amvaJ o< Frank Clark in Decern- 
bet; rate the vacancy created by the 
departure of Lit Fucclllo m Nmembec 
NAnONlMDE FOOTBALL LEA8UE: Postponed 
mntrtwn: Sox 29 Man wm v GranNw. Sot 
19 Afn lM^n v CoUMSttr (playme Tw B Apd. 
TRANSFER: Swan Mc»mne Weteod art to- 
gr tacn to Dundee Uld (freei. 

DENMARK SQUAD (tor World cup Enropowi 
anm M qHrfBvv Cn>ttiA, SpIL 29 Uvd« 
SoaitMpMK SctaMtofwt (Man Irtfl. Kio0t 
(Erandby). OM e wd a w. Laoraan (DefOyl. (Soper 
(WeaHMTO,Hoaai(FeMran«.Halffi»(BMe 
« Lewdusenj, CoMM( iBnxnA^I. MMtWders: 
Melcan rTonenfiem). Sd^oetaM (Kaoer- 
tautem). FnodMQ (Bolton), DbM TSorrewo 
(Evertsn). To w ean (Heeienveanl. Steen 
HlxNen tOOnaW. Hoieed (IMnesei. SMcene 
Leadrap ITbneon). Pedenee (Btadttxn). Beck 
MOOMcamai). MoMtor iBraroey). 
WEDNEStMrS LITE RESULTS: 

OM QnrteHMMA Mcond Me At MbM 2 Ajn 
3 iWter etna time; At* 4-3 on agen&W. 

Aieene 0 B Oortmund 1 IBonsslB Domuno e*i 
4-1 cn ftxlo 0 Aten UU 0 (ManetwAar 

IMted «n*fl «i a&m&W. Juwnns 2 
Roeerbors 0 (AnonPa h*i 3-1 on 
RACwSbc PranMnUp: Cftetee* 1 SouStapm 
0: LeMoo 1 Totant ian L; Mxjdestro 2 
BMcMun T. UnBoes lea gu e Ffcet DMMo u: 
CWnteden 2 Game Z PreeMant** Cap Sem- 
ttaai xacond lea FMey Cede 1 Runcon 2 (ak 
-IZLDrMKtBaelewvoftvntarDMMaisSM- 
stuy CSV 1 GreWy Rouen I. ABted omm 
C ubyTown L Bedwonn Uta 2. Saatbera DM. 
store St learanfc StanmA 4 Cfevsoon Tawi 
1. 1— eon Eaetem league Pi—le DMelow: 
SotomToMn Ran09s2 Hoctat town 0; Sta- 
mataiToMi 2 IkHre® Utd 3; Wsoecn Twm 1 
WBrtxwstbwn 0. Screath Dlreet leaeue F*». 
ndor DMNom: BrUport 0 Chan] Toen 1: West- 
bwy Unted 0 Came Toen L Jeeeon IHee 
Leag NB OxiactMcni Cowes Spore 2. Nortfc. 


StwfWd 0 (teen Ahen 0. FMarMton Brow- 
ery Nortben leapw Fkst DMsIoa: Tow Uw 
Town 3 South Stvote 3. Postponed: Huron v 
MiNIfe Town. WftwtnulBBd Kent Lm0m hit 
DMHok Shsppoy Unasd 3 Gnawdi Bemu0i 
2. UnjBt Bw i W rntr i t j I P ACT Rut DMMop; 
Itaw Bio»3s 1 Arundel i. riertdWtadOoun- 
Hut DMmueCasMO ed Hanley 2 
TBlfcnl 1; ROGHTdato undod l CWOTO l Bmp 
MM Cup Q*MW iepH»: Cotwne 0 lu*h- 
gEi Utd 1, Imps eTVtata Cwrnban 6 «wys- 

wyD 0. cm * t IM0B cop SaaMm flm 

ta Ton mne 3 Barry Town 1. Aeea Mnreeee 
CombtatMa FlrM DMstae: AFC Bounemouth 
1 (Mom UM 2-, Bn0<0i end Hove A&ion 0 
9wtaee Cey 0; (pemeh Town B Bnad nmers 
0: Nonrich Cdy 2 Tottcntem Hotspu 3; 
SixntorvBn 2 tDton Town cc mjms l Bnm 
— !.Lea0M Ope Swndon TOM [ICbkW Cay 



Ice skata^ 

WORLD CHAWIONSMPS (Leueanae, Sett) 
Pefes float position* (Wed): 1 M Woenet end 
ISKueriGen LS factored otecemems: 2 MEteiv 
va and A Burts* (Rue) 3 J>, 8 O Kazahma ana 
A Dnmtnev (Rust 6.0; 4 K Ire and J Ouneen (USi 
6J: 5 i Mono and TSerd MSI 7.0: 6 k SogBom 
andKWkctCani lao.WKfaDmrLRoee^ and 
U Atdred (GBJ ‘rfrsc. ice dance tetter odp- 
aal da nce Taneo): 1 0 Grtscnuk and E Piero* 
(Rus) 1-Ofaciated pieoeinents: 2 A Krykwa and 
0 OvsartrukiM llttal 2-0; 3 S-L Bourne e»3 V 
Kiaect ( Cam 23; 4 S Uonmtte and P Lorancny 
(Fn 4Ji 5 M Arwsna and C Pacerat iFn j.8: 

6 E Puuatan and j SweUOw (USi 6.0. GB: 16 
M Humphreys and P Arteur 16.0. 

Olympic Games 

The British Olympc Assoctatcn have ap- 
pointed Mark Howell, the former Riv- 
al Yachting Association pubfic relations 
officer, as their new director of press 8nd 
pubkc affairs as a part of their build- 
up to the 2000 Sydney Olympics. 

Rugby Union 

ROSSLTN PARK SEVBtS OPEN TOURNAMENT: 
QoarterdtnetE Campwn 22 Sr Eowenfa 12; Tore 
Fisher 32 Hammon 5: SUosettfs 24 Oirnam 31: 
Btham 31 Samar 24. SemMMate Camuon 0 
Am Rsher 2S: Dunam 24 Ettnom 12 Hnafe Torn 
Fisher 2fi Dumarr, 24. 

COLTS TOURNAMENT Quarter- tlnato: H.VX5 
dashers 19 Oratory 22; LLanren 22 bvr-y-ten 
19; RC£ Hiffi Wycomoa 7 MWwd 38; Bvaigsme 
12 Bryanston 26. Send-Snato: Uamon 38 Ore- 
Bay S; MUMkl 33 Bysrtsmn 10. FTnet Ltenhan 
10 MdtxHd 34. 

SkBog 

BRITISH LAKMNmWATUMAL TEAM StACOM I 
OIAI WT C WS rePfngpea.F^lAugnell:aOn»3t 
enure B iS ttobonon, M RMy. F MtW.JMaJ- 
car-Browni; 3 Great Bream A Came».J^ide»- 
son. A Presmwtar. A Barer. R Green i. 

Snootoff 

BStSOM AND HEDGES DOBH MASTERS fBaffa 
Cafa,KB,CoKMan)Rratramd:JPemniEne 1 
M S Hinny ilrfi 6-5; S Oaro, (Eny W K Dene*- 
tv ilrfl 6-J- (Joarter^kroas: RO'Suftrafi (£ng « i 
J H^pns iSeo> 6-4. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


FbottaO 

730 infca «vca 

HjmONWDE FOOTBALL LEA8UE 

SBOOKTOKSaM 

Lutsa • WoMTard 17^51 


LEAflUE OP WALES; UrtvCoky. 

HARP WoniAL 1EARUE OF IRaAW Pramiar DL. 
rtdaa rT45i: Dmfakv Snanrud, ftaeis S' Pane’s 
AINetIG « Cuh car, SeDom > Fin, hta- 

Rugby LeagttU 

8TDRE8 SUPER LEAD1E: Mem vBndten: Pert. 

* leas t7j0i; want um v Landai. m DhMoe; 
Dnotiuy* F w der aee HAA. fcmMwaM ire- 
cathre Lyra vCtrfaR. 

Baskatbati 

BUDWEOER IEAOUC: taOestB Sens * Sum 
nan Maw Chaster Jets » Them Why T^ra (Bin 

S p ut htay 

SPHDHOW star cue Bate 'A* * Cotary. Paw- 
tnre«i«N>W>Lpm. 

Other sports 

BWlUs Enffeti hdoa t* Oampuya JB«- 

nmdot 

golf: antnebta Fouronwc ifawie a el. 
9BCKEK Bern and Ha&i ten Uasan n«l. Co 
Ndam. 

a WB Baa Orand Pm mea tCaddO. 


Squash 

/ansher Wwt. the Wtodd champion, has 
been passed fit to play m next week's 
Egutatble Life Super Senes finate in Hat- 
field which run to 29 March. 

Sumo 

SFWta BRAND TOURNAMENT (Ofaka, Japan) 
12th day of IS: Me>«s8to 'won 4. tost 8i bt 
Towsunada l&-6n Ogniadu iS-Ji W Hjmreoshi- 
ma IWiBn 1 6-6> O’ Vjmato r 60: Mnoarei 

r?-5i n Gqtom i6-6): Toc»re«*ate I84i K A%- 
rat&uf 1 661: Asareutaw 15-71 M Sntawna '6 
6i. D«9*na 1 10-2) M H^onoumi (6-6): RJoo 15- Ti 
tt Krtakacn-doto i4-8i; Ajjnprrsha '5- 7) ot nn- 
tomaa»na i5-T»; Mtfnenai I7-6i Ot 'innyu t5-T): 


mitiue up to its full complcmcui 
of nine and envisages elections 
being completed by the end of 
May. 

Mariar sees the committee :ts 
playing more of a background, 
supporting role. “1 warn the day- 
to-day running of the dub to he 
handled by the professionals ap- 
pointed for that purpose.” he 
said. “I have some experience 
in business and would be will- 
ing to help and advise as and 
where it might he needed. 

“The great thing is to create 
a culture where ail sorts of 
highly -corapeiem people, such 
as coach Desmond Haynes, are 
encouraged to do their thing 
without having a lot of sticky lin- 
gers around their lugholes." 


Alleyne 

becomes 

captain 


Mark Alleyne was yesterday 
appointed’ as Gloucester- 
shire's new captain after talks 
with the England wicket- 
keeper, Jack Russell, broke 
down. Alleyne takes over from 
Courtney Walsh, who has Test 
commitments with Lhc West 
Indies until the middle of the 
summer. 

Gloucestershire’s senior 
management met with Russell 
over two days before reaching 
a stalemate! Their cricket sec- 
retary Philip August said yes- 
terday: “Jack wanted certain 
conditions. These included a 
management role for three 
years and to be captain tor 
three years as well. 

“We were happy with the 
management condition but 
our constitution says that we 
can only appoint a captain for 
one season at a lime. We told 
Jack about this but he wanted 
all the conditions met, which 
we could not do.” 

Now Alleyne has been giv- 
en the chance of getting 
Gloucestershire back on track 
after a miserable 1996. “I'm 
not nervous about it because 
I was vice-captain to Jack in 
1995 and I'm just looking for- 
ward to the job.” the all- 
rounder said. “It is a great 
honour.” Alleyne joined 
Gloucestershire in 1986 from 
the Hairicgey cricket school. 

The England team will have 
major new sponsors from next 
winter as a replacement for 
Tetley Bitter. The English 
Cricket Board yesterday con- 
firmed a new deal will be an- 
nounced at a press conference 
at Lord’s next Wednesday. 

Repons have suggested that 
telephone company Voda- 
phone are favourites to lake 
over in a multi-million pound 
deal when Tetley's involve- 
ment ends after the summer 
Ashes series with Australia. 
Tetley announced in the win- 
ter they would be withdrawing 
their support after five years, 
with poor performances by- 
England understood to be one 
of the reasons. 


HowWiN IS.5-2' 01 Djisti '3-Si: Terao '2- lOi bi 
tenlo f3-&). KotonoTuio tr-5' CA ■£• 

4r; lo&n&aam U-6) K Alunjstvmo 'Air 
soyerro (661 W to*u3’uzre Yosrfj 16- 7> 
BT TjuioNj i 6 -i>l: M'JKWmufu 'll-li U top 
,10-’!; Tawanonami i&-3i 6: I'CSjtujwjwj i21C» 
d> default: Tan nonane tli>2i bt ToMnoum -6 
6 j: Asanesno to-6i bi Akebc^o I10-2' 

Tennis 

ST KTERS8UR6 A4EFTS OPEN singles, lirat 
l mi n d: T Jcton&son (Sw«l W A VB’kov RjS i 6-t 
61; K Ca risen 'Pen. re F Ro* ispi 6-s «-J. 
O Delrerre iFn W A CherWicv iftiai 6-4 6-4 Soe- 
ana round: R FurtJ’ ilf m O SsncjirtH.-. 'Bii- 
7-5 6-3; M Noonan iSwe) re D PVmoW iGeri 1- 
6 64 6-3: J Krrcfai, tSIowW-i W * Sanno.Fn 3 
6 6-1 63. 


1 Brilliant -you can smell the 
hot oil, the sweat and the fear' 
Daily Telegraph 


JOHN 
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j Lambert knack 

a Nicholas Harling on the rise of 
' the Dortmunder Scot, page 26 
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Head hunter at work |g|jfe 

David Llewellyn on the new mover 
and shaker at Sussex, page 27 - 


Juninho’s genius inspiring Boro revival 

. Middlesbroiffih will compete pbymg at } 


Football 


Juninho believes Middles- 
brough can secure Premiership 
survival and some glory at 
Wembley by playing the fanta- 
sy football that Bryan Robson 
has spent millions trying to 
bring 10 the Riverside.’ 

The 22-year-old Brazilian 
readily admits that he is again 
in the sort of form which 
prompted the Middlesbrough 
player-manager to pay Sao 
Paulo £4.75tn for his sldlls al- 
most IS months ago. 

But after capping a perfor- 
mance of pure brilliance by 


scoring his third goal in four 
games - and 11th of the season 
- in the 2*1 victory over Black- 
burn, Juninho insists that the 
team that cost around £30m is 
now ready to give the Teesside 
fans value for money. 

“T am now playing as well as 
I ever did in Brazil, but 1 think 
that is because 1 have found ary 
best position.** said Juninho, 
who has maintained a golden si- 
lence and consistent form while 
his fellow Brazilian Emerson has 
produced a catalogue of disap- 
pearing acts and the £4 2,000- a- 
week Italian, Fabrizio Ravanelli, 
has complained about his situ- 
ation in the media. 


“But it has not just been me. 
The whole team has been play- 
ing well in the last three months 
and if we keep playing the same 
way then we have a great chance 
of staying up," Juninho added. 

“There was a time when 
players would be injured or ill 
and we would play a different 
formation in every game. 

“When things weren’t going 
well we would concede an ear- 
ly goal and it would be very dif- 
ficult to get a result 
“Now we are defending well 
and that helps players like me 
at the other end to concentrate 
on creating chances and scor- 
ing goals.” 


It's a theme taken up by 
Boro’s assistant manager. Viv 
Anderson, who saw his team lift 

themselves off the foot of the 
table with their third successive 
Premiership win at the begin- 
ning of a five-day stint that also 
brings Chelsea and Notting- 
ham Barest to the Riverside. 

“Juninho has learnt about the 
game here and the language.” 
Anderson said. “Ir’s all about 
him getting that experience of 
England. 

“And of course the fact that 
the players are getting used to 
him now is another factor. But 
although Juninho has been 
playing well, the whole team has 


been excellent since Christmas 
and the only slip up was when 
we played poorly at Sheffield 
Wednesday. 

“Nigel Pearson has come 
back from injury and Gianluca 
Festa has settled in very well and 
that has given is stability at the 
back." 

Juninho broke Rovers re- 
sistance just before the break 
with a polished finish following 
an in Inca t e Boro move and set 
up Ravanelli for his 26th goal 
of the season on the hour. 

Substitute Chris Sutton 
halved the arrears with 22 min- 
utes still remaining, but with 
Juninho in command there 


were no late worries for a near- ^^^S^alSthai 

^d^rough’s relegation &2S&2& 

fight could be eased even more double is on tints of h» South American 

if the Football Assoc.ation -^d a We^lgd^we « on ™ 

quashes the three-point penaJ* jb®. - st-admi between “I hope we will win. ol 

SSS^SSSSSS course, sto if we play like wc 


Ewood Park in December when 
illness and injury left Robson 

with a decimated squad. 

The Boro appeal will be 
heard next Wednesday and, if 
George Carmen QC wins the 
case, then the Riverside le- 
gions will be able to start en- 
joying what, despite the struggle 
in the Premiership, is the club s 
most successful season in their 
121 -year history. 


them and an appearance m me 

FA Cup final- 

Although Juninho b trying 
hard to concentrate on Boro’s 
Pre miership fortunes, be could 
not help but hold a fleeting 
thought about a return to the 
stadium where he helped Brazil 
destroy England 3-1 with a bril- 
liant free-kick m the summer of 
19951 

“I am looking forward to 


course, and if we play like we 
have been doing then we will 
have a good chance." 

For Blackburn, the only con- 
solation from the game was the 
return of Sutton, who nudged 
ahead of Kevin Gaflacher as tfce 
chib's leading scorer with his 
12 th of the season just IS min- 
utes after coming off the bench 
foHowiuga four-game absence 
through injury- 


As the Rat 
racing season 
got under way 
yesterday, 
Britain’s oldest 
horse race took 
place 40 miles 
away. Sadly, it 
ended with 
the winner’s 
untimely death 

Report by Jon Culley 


For the majority of the racing 
world, yesterday marked the 
start of the Flat season, tradi- 
tionally launched with the Lin- 
coln meeting at Doncaster. To a 
small section of the equine com- 
munity. however, gathered 40 
miles away on a hilltop in the 
Yorkshire wolds, it was Derby 
day- 
’ll was not an occasion likely 
to have been much discussed in 
Epsom, even though the Kip- 
lingcotes Derby claims to have 
stolen the march historically 
on the midsummer Gassic by 
more than 250 years. A first 
prize of £50 fails some way 
short of the riches on offer on 
the Downs in June, yet compe- 
tition is no less intense. Sadly, 
yesterday's winning horse paid 
the ultimate price, collapsing 
from a heart attack a few strides 
past the winning post- 
il would have been a glorious 
finish, but for its tragic aftermath 


with Sunny, a nine-year-old 
mare, finishing a length ahead 
of Memorable before collapsing 
under his rider Sheila Ashby. 
Sunny, again ridden by Ashby, 
won the race last year. "The race 
went so easily," Ashby, who 
runs a trekking centre near 
Thirsk, said, tearfully. "But her 
heart has just given out." 

Sunny's death completely 
overshadowed Stephen Craw- 
ford's remarkable achievement 
in coming second on Memorable. 
The 41-year-old former accoun- 
tant, whose home at Enthorpe 
railway station adjoins the 
course, had not ridden any horse 
before he bought the six-year-old 
gelding for £1,000 in January. 

He was raising money for 
Kingston General hospital in 
Hull, where his wife has been 
treated for skin cancer. Lvz 
Turner, news editor of the Hotd- 
emess Gazelle, was third on 
five-year-old Indy. 
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The leading pack approach a hill in the Kipfingcotes Derby yesterday, with Sunny (third from right) near the front 


Sunny's death also nullified 
Ken Holmes' indignation. 
Holmes, a horse denrist from 
Selby, found his attempt to re- 
peal his 1995 success on Tulum 
foiled first by a broken saddle 
and then by what he considered 
an illegal start Holmes, who has 
ridden in the Kjplingcotes since 
1982, has a record eight wins but 
makes no apology for his com- 
petitiveness. “It is a real test for 
man and beast,’’ be said. "I don’t 
mind being beat fair and square 
but what happened today ran- 
kles a bit-" 

The race is run over a gru- 


elling four-and-a-half miles 
above Market Weighton on the 
third Thursday of March. It is 
said to have been taking place 
since 1519. This, the organisers 
say, makes it the oldest horse 
race in Britain, although the ev- 
idence is largely anecdotal. 

like the E£som contest, which 
started in 1779, it was instigated 
at the fancy of nobifity, who want- 
ed to measure how well their 
horses trad wintered. Eventual- 
ly, 49 of them subscribed. Guy 
Stevenson, one of the present-day 
trustees, has a yellowing docu- 
ment which shows a £30 dona- 


tion from the Earl of Burlington, 
along with contributions from 
others ranging from £5 to £20, 
adding up to £365. It formed an 
investment handed down 
through generations of trustees 
to provide the annual prize. 

Nobility are thin on the 
ground these days, although 
Lord Manton was, until re- 
cently, a trustee. The race is 
open to all-comers, the only stip- 
ulation being that they turn up 
before 1 1 o’clock on the morn- 
ing of the race to weigh in. A 
set of coal merchant's scales is 
provided. Each rider pays £4-25 


to take part and none must 
weigh more than 10 stone. 

"ftrople participate because 
it is a local tradition nowadays," 
said Sue Hfflaby, thederk of the 
course, who presented a ruddily 
rural face above a sensible 
country coat, only to reveal 
herself as a bank cashier from 
Hull. “This is just a one-day-a- 
year thing for me. but the 
clerk's job has been in my fam- 
ily for four generations and 2 
like to maintain the tradition." 

Hfllaby sees that no one slips 
in under weight before reading 
the rules of conduct to the rid- 


ers and despatching them on the 
half-hour walk to the start. 

although t^eareno facilities. 
• Yesterday’s turnout was con- 
servatively estimated at 200, 
most of whom stood in groups 
along the former Roman road 
off the A163 that forms the Sr- 


■ Photograph: David Ashdown 

ishing straight, with no apparent 
regard for safety. There were no 
barriers. Advicepassed by word 
of mouth was that should three 
or more runners be upsides 
when they appear in the distance 
then diving through the nearest 
hedge should be considered. 

Racing, page 25 
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Thursday’s Solution 
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Fixture proposals raise 
fears of burn-out 


1 night B&B 
*■** Amstel Botel 
AdditionaLrughts £30 


Heathrow. Manchester & regranafe* j3S 
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eurostar 


ACROSS 

1 Splashes about river for fishes 
l*) 

4 Absolute upright Queen fbl 

9 Runners in soft shoes (8) 

10 Burns spruce, last of logs (6) 

12 Seedy earth? Hunt weeder 

out 153 , 7 ) 

13 Indulging? Just the opposite, 
without energy (8) 

14 Voiced tribute for security 
measures? (5) 

16 Conditions for getting on in 
Civil Service (5l 

18 Caller's no lime to talk in the 
darkfSj 

20 Anti-Freud? (6-9) 

23 One reportedly secures living 


quarters (6) 
24 Extension cc 


-4 Extension courses in Latin I 
do{8) 

25 Grounds for pardon (6) 

26 Gangly family in Southern 
State (6) 


DOWN 

1 Mushroom, round strong 
climbing plant 1 9} 

2 About to sharpen up stories 

17) 

3 Exponents of light choral 
works? (5,7) 

5 Strike a blow for rank (7) 

6 Before onset of hurricane, 

whip up shelter (5) 

7 Falls back on reserves (7) 

8 Colour of piecrust (4) 

1 1 Baton descends, introducing 
German work (7.5) 

15 Hollow study, one against en- 
tering EC <9) 

16 The Italian's settled in level 
part of Spain ( 7) 

17 Sir's one for training Sixth 
Formers? (7) 

ly Support us in a spot (7) 

21 Note (small amount, we bear, 
for antique) (5) 

22 Fish, one after lots of drink (4) 



Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

The poor bloody infantry of 
English rugby wfll blanch ai the 
prospect, bui next season’s pro- 
gramme of domestic, cross- 
border and international 
competition is the most brutal- 
ly relentless ever devised. As 
t hings stands, the 1997-98 cam- 
paign will virtually mirror soc- 
cer’s model by beginning on 16 
August and dragging on ontil 
the last week in May. 

Those with the well-being of 
the players, rather than the 
rude health of club bank ac- 
counts, at heart will be aghast. 
Jack RowelL the England coach, 
has already identifed fixture 
congestion as his biggest single 
problem in preparing the na- 
tional team for Test matches 
while Phil de Glanville, his cap- 
tain, said only a week ago that 
leading performers were at risk 
from "burn-out". 

Next season’s fixture list, in- 
cluding as it does 22 Courage 
League games, up to 11 
Hcineken Cup matches, a max- 
imum of five Pffldngtoo Cup ties 
and eight England internation- 
al dates with a nice, relaxing sum- 
mer tour of New Zealand lagged 
on the end. will drive players to 
the edge of exhaustion. Test 
regulars wfll be in serious dan- 


ger of playing twice as much rug- 
by as tneir counterparts in New 
Zealand, South Africa and Aus- 
tralia, many of whom get away 
with 30 games a year or less. 

Representatives of the Fust 
Division chibs have returned the 
first draft of the fixture list to 
the planners with "Think 
Again" stamped all over it 
One senior club official de- 
scribed the programme as "arse 
backwards”, saying: “We have 
three League games in August 
and then have to wait until the 
end of December for the fourth, 
which is crazy. There is no 
point in block-booking the 
whole of September and Octo- 
ber for European rugby because 
it leaves those who are not in- 
volved with a vast hole to fill. 
The European matches should 
be threaded through the season, 
as they are in football." 

Disagreements over Europe 
are about to become as fractious 
in rugby 35 they are among the 
Tories. English and French dubs 
are increasingly concerned at 
what they describe as a “Celtic 
agenda" aimed at expanding the 
Hcineken Cup into a season- 
long European league - a move 
that would revolutionise do- 
mestic competition in Ireland, 
Scotland and Whies but deci- 
mate the much stronger national 
league structures operating in 
the two stronger countries. The 


debate will come to a bead in 1 
Dublin on Wednesday when , 
European Rugby Cup Ltd bolds 
a meeting to analyse the plusses 
and minuses of this season’s 
tournament and considers ways 
of developing it in the medium 
and long terms. Peter Wheeler, 
the Leicester chief executive, has 
been mandated by foe English 
clubs to take a hard line on fu- 
ture expansion plans. . . 

“We feel the tail is wagging 
foe doc here," one English lob- 

hy insider said. “The English a nr! 

French clubs are foe big attrac- 
tions, yet they find themselves 
outvoted time and again. Meet- 
ings have taken place at various 
levels between dub officials 
from the two countries and if our 
domestic league competitions 
come under threat, the reper- 
cussions could be very serious.” 

At least England, Scotland 
and Ireland have been spared esr 
tra international commitments 
in the run-up to the 1999 World 
Cup. Fears that they would have 
to play off against each other to 
decide seeding? were allayed yes- 
terday when Leo Williams, foe. 
competition chairman, an- 
nounced that aD three countries 
bad agreed to draw lots. 

Mike Catt, the England out- 
sde-baK, is fit for this weekend's 
World Cup Sevens in Hong 
Kong after testing out a groin 
injury yesterday. 
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